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the Churches Peace, 
onr advice of procuring Peace, betwixt 
the Proteſtants. He thought fit to print 
our Opinion delivered in a Letter, and 
to preſent it to the view of tve World. 
CAfter the publiſhing whereof , the 


- ſame Dur &us, and alſs other moſt 


worthy men, were inſtait , axd did 
preſſe me with much earneſtneſſe that 
7 would ſomewhat more largely, make 
an inquiry concerning the Fund - 
mentals of the Catholigue Faith. that 
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To the Courteous 


it might the better appeare, whether 
or no,the Proteſtants in all theſe agree 
among # themſelves : For traly and 
wiſely they did conceive, that Peace 
and Vnion could not be made np be- 
twixt them, who mndite each other. as 
wilty of violating and overturnin 
*he Ayr yo thi they 4d 
n0t ſo adviſedly, that they accounted 
me, aman alme(t ſpent with old age, 
able to undergo the welzht of ſo hard 
and heavy an imploiment. Therefore 
I long and often gave the Deniall to 
ſomeof my friends, who deſired it and 
were importunate with me $0 enter in- 
to conſideration of this matter, and 
conceived this imployment was to bee 
committed to none, but ſome Divine 
flouriſhing in his health and ftrenzth. 
Tet I know not how, not long ſince, of 
its own accord it came into my mind, 
that it would not be amiſie gf,(to give 
my ſelfe ſome ſatisfattion,) 1 fhould 
« little meditate with mp ſelfe , a 
tie 
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the queſtion propunded. Hence came 
forth this our Diſcourſe, however it 


. be done : Which after that out of our 


Study, it had come into the hands of 
ſome friends, whilſt they requeſted it, 
and I was not unwilling, it came 4- 
broad into the World. But we will not 
have this Trattate appeare m publike, 
unleſſe alſo accompanied with that 0- 
ther, which we formerly ſent to Du- 
R Aus. Whichwe do, both for the 
affinity of the ſabjeft matter, which is 
well nigh the ſame inboth , as alſo 
becauſe the one reflets mutuall clear- 
neſſe on the other. Meane time 1 ans 
not iznorant on how dangerous arock 
he toxcheth , who offereth to define 
Faundamentall Doftrines, or to bound 
them within certaine limits, ar 
it was enough for my purpoſe, wit 
this our flei eſo mph fo whet* 
ted the indeftr of others, t0 4 more 
full and acurate explaining of this 
Matter, In the mean time,if thoſe 
| Our 
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Our paines may be any ways uſefull ts 
Peaceable Divines, towards the eſta. 
bliſhing of Peace betwixt Proteſtant 
C harches , for my part let themen- 

dy theme, "who pr whilſt ſhall exjoy 
. comfort , that my T helpe 
herein bath not been wanting to the 
Church ' in diftreſſe. - Farewell, 
Brethren in Chrift, and Prince of 
Peace, diligently endeavour to procure 
the Peace of your own Charches. 


AN 


AN 
EXHORTATION, 


To Brotherly Communion 


betwixt the Proteſtant 
Churches, 


PLehme (O 5 T worthy indeed of 
7 the conſideration of all 


V/% godly Divines, 1s that 

/25) By Specch of God himſelte 
22A 7, inthe Prophet Zachary, 
Love the Truth,and Peace, To which alſo 


agreeth that of the Apoſtle, Speake ye the 
Truth in Love, Wee ought not there- 
fore ſo farre to tender theTruth, that the 
care of Peace ſhould be wholly negle« 
Red,nor tobe ambitious of ſuch an Unt- 
ty, wherewith the true Faith is forſaken. 
Let the Divines therefore which en- 
counter each other, pretend what they 
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pleaſe of Religion and Faith, they hear- 
erwba .neither, which love notbord ; 
They defire neither with a godly mind, 
which deſire not both. For if every Na- 
turall body (as Philoſophers maintaine) 
no leſle deſtreth its own Unity than its 
Being ; I ſee no reaſon, why that Spiri- 
tuall and Myſticall body, which we call 
the Catholique Church, ſhould not with 
equall afeRtion deſire its own Unity; as 
being that which if it bee diſſolved, it 
cannot really ſubſiſt,nor ſo much as in the 
mind bee conceived. Therefore let us 
burne with a longing deſire after Truth, 
as great as poſſibly. may be in godly Ca- 
tholiques : So be it in the meane time 
we forget not that of Pax!, If it be poſ- 
foble as much as in you lieth live peaceably 
With all men; I ſay with all men embrace 
an outward, and civill Peace, with all 
Chriſtians» an Inward , Ecclefiaſticall, 
and Spirituall, This is the Will of Chriſt 
himſelfe ; This the generall deſire of the 
Chriſtian Church, that all that beleeve in 
Chriſt may meet and be joyned together 
in one Body,yea in one Heart and Minde. 
Theſe things therefore being; thus, deſer- 
vedly are thoſe Peace-making Divines 
rl tO 


Brotherly Communion, 


to be prayſcd of all, who lately employed 
their 7 2a in making a brotherly fel- 
lowſhip betwixt the Proteſtant Chur. 
ches. For my part, would to God),for the 
Common good, I might give ſome ad- 
vice which may ſerve to advance ſo holy 
a work, What I can, I will doat your 
requeſt, beloved Dur u $,andT will 
publiquely produce thoſe things, which 
very lately came into my mind, whillt I 
thought on this matter. 

Therefore in the firſt place I conceive 
it mult bee conſidered, whether ſuch an 
Union of the Reformed Churches be- 
twixt themſelves be poſſible, by vertue 
wherof each ſhould count other not only 
in the place of Friends, but Brethren 
and becauſe of ſuch an Union, ſhould 
mutually receive , and returne betwixt 
themſelves all ſignes, effedts, and offices, 
not only of outward Friendſhip , but of 
Brotherly and Spirituall Communion. 
Et if oy _ _ Union, which we 
oO MUCc re, be impoſſible, Tmpoſſi- 
bilium nulla eft obligatio, There is _ 
which obligeth men to endeavour aftcr 
Impoſſibilities : but if it be poſſible, no 
excuſecan be made,why ſo holy a things 
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ſoacceptable to God, ſhould either bee 
oppoſed, or delayed any longer, Now 
what T have ſaid, that it mult bee engui- 
red of in the firſt place, whether ſuch a 
Communion be poſtible : That onght fo 
to beunderſtood, although the beaten 
Controverſies ſtill remaine betwixt the 
private Doors of particular Churches, 
which all ſee, and the godly ſigh for, have 
” long diſquieted the German Chur- 
ches. 

Although a full and perfe&:agreement 
betwixt Divines, is to be withed for in 
all theſe Controverſies, yet truly it 
can ſcarce be hoped for, much leſle effe- 
&ed- in one age , That fo many heads 
ſhould agree in one opinion. But that 
the Churches may in the meane time, 
notwithſtanding theſe Controverſies de- 
pend undecided, make up betwixt them- 
ſelves a brotherly and holy Communion, 
may appeare from thence, that as oft as 
the Divines of both. ſides have begun 
from their ſoules to deſire, and feriouſly 
toattemptit, ſooft, ard ſo much have 
they effected herein as themſelves were 
deſirons to effet,; and without doubt 
had - brought more to paſſe , if their 
''S owne 
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owne want of will had not beene their 
hinderance. 

Witneſle Lnther himfelfe, and the 
Helwetians, betwixt whom whillt there 
remained ſome difference of opinion a- 
bout the Preſence of the Body of Chriſt, 
a friendly Union was drawn up at dar- 
purg. Luther proteſling that hee would 
not grant this prayſe to the adverſe par- 
ty, that they ſhould be more deſirous to 
embrace peace and concord than him- 
ſclfe. Which agreement, I know not by 
what Engines ſomewhat battered and 
ſhaken, they again renewed; even whilſt 
Luther rejoyced thereat, and counted it 
neceſſary, after he had dil:gently conſide- 
red the Confeſſion of the Helverians, 
that they ſhould joyne their hearts and 
right hands together. But if any con- 
ccive that this agreement was not ſo full 
and perfe& an Union,as that which now 
we affirme is poſſible to- be made ; wee 
deny it not, but adde'this moreover 3 
That not the impoſſibility of the thing 
telfe, but the will of ſome private men: 
not yet well purged from the froth , and 
drofle' of ſuſpition, have hindred this 

worthy , - and godly work , from being 
; brought 
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brought to the finall upſhot and happy 


perfeFion, For as _ Bucer,and 
other rms Divines conſenting with 
him, they not only requelted a brotherly 
& abſolute Communion, but alſo endea- 
voured to demonſtrate, that it muſt bee 
done, and omitted no Offices which 
conduced any thing thereunto. 
Moreover, how poſſible this brotherly 
Union and Communion 15 betwixt Pro- 
teſtant Churches,is witneſſed by that co- 
ſent of the Polonian Churches, not long 
fince made at Sendomiria, and hitherto 
rdigiouſly obſerved. Theycould nat final- 
ly take away all Controverſies, but they 
could bid farewell to all difſentions, and 
eſtabliſh ſo neere a Communion betwixt 
themſelves , that they refuſed not to ad- 
mit each other into their Congregations, 
cither to the hearing of the Word Prea- 
ched, or receiving of the Sacraments. 
Which holy and brotherly conjun&ion 
of the Polonian Churches,the moſt wiſe 
Prince Eleor LeWys, and Count Pala- 
zine, not only by his Letters congratu- 
lated untothem, but alſo heartily prayed 
that the God of heaven would graunt the 
fame tothe German Churches. WR 
there- 
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therefore was once faid to peaccable , Sa- 


- lomon, about the building of the Temple 


of Zeruſalem ; That fay I to all peaccable 
Divines, about the making of brotherly 
fellowſhip betwixtReformed Churches, 
eAriſe therefore, ye godly men,and be doing 
and the Lord bee With you: Let us not 
doubt, but that now may be done,which 
elſewhere all confeſle hath beene done. 
But leaſt this vaine ſcare-crow of an im» 
poſſibility ſhould hinder and delay the 
endeavours of Princes, Divines, and all 
pious men in this matter, I will reckon 
up thoſe obſtacles and impediments, 
which in very deed doe make the Com- 
munion betwixt Proteſtant Churches al- 
together impoſlible, whence it will a 
peare that no ſuch thing blocks up 
way, but that the German Churches, e- 
ven whillt theſe controverſics do depend, 
may enter brotherly Communion be» 
twixt themſelves, and may wholly eb» 
ſerve it when it is entered. 

Therefore the firſt and greateſt ob- 
ſtacle wherewith Churches,as yet not a- 
precing inall Queſtions of Nivinity, are 

ndered from mecting together in one, 
s the uſurped Deminion, which _ 
C - 
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An Exhortation to 


<hallengeth over another, or the cxcr- 


cifing of any Tyrannicall Juriſdition, 
For if ſome one Church will fo lord 
it over the Faith ofothers,that it will ac- 
knowledge none for Brethren , or re- 
ceive none into Communion with it ſelf, 
fave ſuch as firſt receive from her Lawes 
what they ſhould beleeve and ſpeake, 
there is no hope left of making or keep- 
ing brotherly Union betwixt ſuch,in the 
differences about opinions whatſoever, 
Seeing that the Holy Scripture forbids 
us in this ſort to make our ſelvs vaſlals to 
any mortali men : Our only Maſter for- 
bids us that we ſhould not in this man- 
ner acknowledge carthly maſters Lords 
of our Faith. That Church, which on 
thoſe termes is received into Communi- 
on with another Church, gaines not 
Peace theteby , but enters it ſelfe into a 
Covenant of moſt unjuſt ſlavery. The 
Romith 'Church alone, bath arrived at 
lucha height of prideand madneſſe, as 
to thruſt out all thoſe Churches from the 
Communion of Saints , and curſe them 
to the pit of Hell , which refuſe to un- 
dergo this Antichriſtian yoke , of abſo- 
late and blind obedience, God of his 
| goodneilc 
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Brotherly Communion. 


goodneſle keep this madneſle of the Pa- 
piſts farre from Proteſtant Churches ; 
which if it ſhould prevaile in them, it 
were not lawfull, not indeed to hope, 
yea not to wiſh this Conjunion of 
Churches , which all ought to deſire. 
But ( thankes bee to God) it is well 
known, it 1s moſt ſure, that all and every 
one of the Reformed Churches from 
their whole hearts abhorre their Antt- 
chriſtian ambition of dominiering. Ther- 
fore this principall hinderance is remo- 
ved out of their way, which uſeth to 
make an everlaſting Schiſme betwixt 
thoſe Churches, whith as yet agree not 
inall things, and with the ſame Att ren- 
ders the Union betwixt them in very 
deed impoſſible. 
The ſecond obſtacle, comming be- 
tween, makes the Union and Commus- 
nion of divers Churches ( ſuppoſe the 
Saxon and Helvetian ) ;mpoſible z As 
the approving of Idolatrous worſhip on 
the one ſide, and deteſting it on the 0- 
ther, Secing that in Hoſea is well 
known to all the godly , Thowgh 1/rael 
play the harlot , yet let not Fudah offend ; 
{ #me ge not into, &c. And that of the A- 
poltles, 


Chap,g, 
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les; eAnd What agreement hath the 
Temple of God With Idols ? andalmoſt in- 
finite paſſages to the ſame purpoſe. Well 
fpake Tertwllian of this tnatter; Idolatry 
# the principall crime of Mankind , and 
the highe#t guilt of any #ge. God there- 
fore ſo ſeverely commanding , that we 
ſhould fly from Idols and. all Idolatry, 
though ſhadowed over with what faire 
pretences ſocver , thatis to be counted 
morally impoſſible which cannot be 
done without ſome ſtaine of Idolatry, 8 
ievous offending of Gods Majeſty. See 
ere the grand and horrible hinderance, 
whereby the Reformed Churches are 
compelled,not without great gricfe, and 
horror of mind to remaine out of the 
Communion of the Romiſh Church. 
For they ſo dote on their Idols , and en- 
force them on others to be adored; that 
none can comeat leaſt abide in Commu- 
nion with them , except with the ſame 
deed he will become a molt manifeſt 1- 
dolater. If the German Churches could 
not enter and retaine this holy Commu- 
nien betwixt themſelves, but that cither 
they mult be tyed to the exerciſe of an I- 
dolatrous worthp 0x ar alt be 
un 
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bound to beleeve and confefle thar 
fuch a worſhip is nor unlawtull , I 
ſhould not doubt ro affinme that fuch 
a Communion is impoſitble , which 
cannot be obtained but on ſuch hard & 
heinous Conditions , for we can only 
doe that, which we may doc lawfully, 
as the Lawyers uſe to ſpeake. But 
here we have that for which we oughr 
againe and againe to give thanks unto 
God , who hath made theReformed 
Churches, albeir liccle agreeing in all 
conclufions of divine knowledge, yer 
Unammouſly to conſent, and wonder- 
fully to agree inthe condemning and 
aboliſhing of all Idolatry. If therefore 
at this very houre the Proteftanc 
Churches defire all ro meet in one bro- 
therly Communion, not ſo much as 
the leaſt ſpot or ſtaine of Idolatry were 
to be feared on either fide. Away 
therefore with all prerence of Impolſ- 
ſibility drawn from this Reaſon , nei- 
ther let ir make mens mindes or endea» 
vours ſtep aſide from this fo holy a pur- 
ſe, and ; 

The third and laſt obſtacle , whence 
the Communion of _— Cpavches 
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berwixr chemlelves is held impoſſible, 


is the aſſerting and defending of ſome 
Fundamenall Arricle, neceffary to be 
known and beleeved to the ſalvation of 
Chriſtians, onthe one fide , which is 
ſound and Carholique and the deny- 
ing and oppoſing the ſame,on the other 
fide, which is Hereticall. For ro grow 


together into one with Hereticks ſub- 


verting the foundations of the Chriſti- 
an Faith, is to ſtart off from Chriſt, the 
Foundation of the Chriſtlan Church. 
Concerning this hinderance, becauſe ir 
is a matter of greateſt moment,we muſt 
diſpute ſomewhat more largely. 
Therefore in the firſt place, T con- 
ceive that is to be counted a Funda- 
mentall Article, which through the 
will of God revealing it to the attai- 
ning of Salvation and eternall happi- 
neffe, is ſo neceflary to be known and 
beleeved, that from the Ignorance, and 
much more from the oppoling thereof, 
men runne the manifeſt hazard of loſing 
eternall Life. This care and charge 
les not upon the Divines of our age , 
that they d forge new,and funda- 
mentall Articles of the Compoec 
: Fair 
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Faich for Chriſtian people. That 
which was not Fundamentall in the 
times of che Apoſtles and Primitive 
Church , cannot with all our Affr- 
mings, wranglings, and Curfings,be- 
come Fundamentall. Theſe firſt Be- 
lecvables which we havegathered , and 
brought rogerher our of the whole bo- 
dy of the Scriptures into the Apoſtles 
Creed , makes up that Rule of Funda- #pif. 57. 
mentall Faith , which e-Legwſtine cals a4 Pardaz. 
common to ſmall andgreat , and deter- 
mines that it muſt be maintained of all 
with Perſeverance , whereof Hilary al- 
moſt to the ſame Popes as 85 ml 
afe for us to retaine that firſt and ſole = , 1-6... 
hr Faith confeſſed pp runderſlood yr ae 
7 Baptiſme.And I think theApoſtle had 
an eye totheſe Fundamentall Articles 
when he calls T it ur, mine owne ſon after 
the common Faith. This common faith, 
compriſed inthe Ape Creed, pro- 
poſerh to all Chriftiansto beleeve the 
admirable workmanſhip of all Crea- 
tures made of nothing , the unſearcha- 
ble Myſtery ofthe Trinity, which is to 
be adored, the benefit of Chriſt Incar- 
nated, Suffering , Riſing againe, Glo- 
'Þ 2 rified, 
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rified , beſtowed on miſerable finners ; 
and thoſe things which flow from 
thence, the Redemption of mankinde, 
the San&ification of Gods peculiar 
ople, the Communion of the Saints 
ewixt themſelves, the forgivenes of 
finnes , the Refurre&ion of the bodyes, 
and the Glorification of the fairhtfull- 
Who fo believerh all chings which we 
have contained in this ſhortCreed,and 
endeavors tolcad his life conformable 
to the precepts of Chriſt, is nor tobe 
daſhed out of the liſt of Chriſtans, nor 
to be driven from the Communion of 
other Chriſtians, members of what 
Church ſoever. On the other fide, 
He that filcheth away , or carpeth ar 
any of theſe Articles, though he chal- 


lengeth ro himfelf the name of Chriſti- 


an, is tobe driven and kept off from 
the Communion of thofe which right- 
ly beleeve ; yer I acknowledge, that 
beſides theſe Articles, many Do@trines 
are contained in the holy Scriptures 8 
out of rhe holy Scriptures may be de- 
duced by firme conſequence, which ares 
very proficable ro be known , and con- 
duce much to proficiency in —_ 

nNow- 
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knowledg:bur thenac laſt are to be iicid 
under th2 perill uf loſing Salvation or 
Communion,when they are manileſtly 
declared and underſtood to be contai-« 

ned in the Scriptures , or neceſſarily to 

follow out of them, Tn theſechings if 
any Church, cannot ſo cleere the truth 

of her opinion to other Churches as to 

draw them to che ſame opinion , ſhee 
ought to caſt off their errors , bur ought 
not to caſt off brotherly Communiun 
with them becauſe of theie errours, 
To theſe I adde, that al:kough fome 
place of Scripture may ſeem totheſe 
Churches to eſtabliſh a Fundamenrall 

Article, ſeems not unco others; yer 
in this diverſity of opinions there is 
not cauſe juſt enough to break off che 
Communion,ſo be it both fades piouſly 
beleeve the ſame Article and acknows» 
ledge it to be cleerly and ſolidly toun- 
ded on other places of holy Scripture. 
Laſtly, and this alſo muſt be added, Ir 
is neicher impoſſible , nor ſwarving 
from the duty of good Chriſtians,to re- 
rain communion with thoſe Churches, 
who ſeem to usto follow ſome opinion 
which truly cannot hold rogether with 
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afundamentall Arcicle, fo beir, asin 
the meane time, they profeſſe the ſame 
Article, and with both armes, ( as we 
ſay ) embrace it. For it abhors from 
the rule of Charity , yea from ſound 
reaſon, that any, for thoſe Conſequen- 
ces by bimſelfe neither underſtood , 
nor granted , ſhoald be conceived ro 
have denied or rejefted a fundamentall 
Article , which he firmly beleeves, ex- 
plicitly affirmes, and if need were, 
would Seal: and Signerhe truth thereof 
with his own blood, More true and 
favourable is the judgement ofa great 
and peaceable Divine '; Ir isnor our 
part, to have reſpe& tothar, which of 
It ſelfe followeth of any opinion ; bur 
tothat, which followerh in their con- 
ſciences, who hold that Point, which 
we conceive oppoſite to a fundamer- 
tall Article, For even as he that be- 
lieveth any true Principle, doth not 
preſently believe and underſtand all 
thoſe thingswhich learned Men by con- 
ſequences may deduce from the ſame; 
fohe that holds any falſe opinion doth 
not inſtantly hold all thoſe things, 
which thoſe of better fight do perceive 
tO 
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to be conjoyned with, or following af« 
ter that falſe opinion. Ir is lawfull 
therefore to urge ſuch conſequences to 
ſoatch our brethren trom their Errors, 
but odiouſly ro charge them therewirch 
| as if they were their own Dog Do- 

Arines, it isunlawfall. How farr this 
ſpreads it ſelfe, and how forcible ir ts 
ro eſtabliſh brotherly union bcewixe 
Reformed Churches , Wiſe men aid 
lovers of the Peace of the Church, 
may eafily obſerve. For if itbe gran- 
ted that Communion onely is impoſli- 
ble (that is, unlawfull)wirth thoſe Con- 
gregations , which explicity reje& 
any fundamencall Article, or defend 
an Herefie which ſtabs the Heart and 
cuts aſunder Communion with Chriſt 
himſelfe, that alfo will follow, that this 
brotherly Communion which we {6 
much defire betwixt the German 
| Churches, may be eſtabliſhed between, 
Churches which axe ſound, and thoſe 

which are nar fo well in healthberween 

Churches of a more , and of aleſle re- 

fined Scandard, Therefore let thoſe 

Churches which ſtick ro the founda- 
tion, depart from thoſe which by A- 
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poſtacy ſlide back from ir, bur in the 
meanetime, fromthoſe which erre in 
matters of lighter momenr,neither'dis- 
joyn from Chriſt the fountain of life,ler 
them not depart. The Apoſtle com» 
mands us , to recejve the weake in 
faith,nor neu _ off, Wee that - 
on t 10 beare tbe infirmities of 

_ ad x08 ta pleaſe on pros , faith 
the ſame Apoſtle. That Church plea- 
ſeth ic felfe roo much which ſcorns and 
diſdaines other Churches, as unwor- 
thy of her Communion,for ſome weak» 
nefle in their underſtanding , which 
are found guilry neither of Tyranny , 
Idolatry, nor any deadly Herefie ; 
Not ſo, the Fathers of the anciene 
Church, whoſ- defire and care, in ma» 
king agreement betwixt particulay 
Churches, fcarrered over the whole 
world, may be obſerved inthe Centu- 
riſts through every hundred of yeares. 
Bur that very ficly ſerverh our purpoſe, 
which Optatus M{:ilevitanw hath writ» 
ten : That tbe Churches , through the 
whole world, by the intercourſe of Formall 
letters , might agyreo in the fellowſhip of ons 
Communien, Now in thoſe formal!, 
| Peace® 
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peaceable, or Synodall letters, nothing 
elſe was contained, befides the counte(- 
fion of the Catholike Faith eſtabliſhed 
inthe Creeds, and briefly explained 
againſt Heritiques,by rhe generall con- 
ſenc of the univerſall Church,in the Ni- 
cene,C alcedomian , and other Councc ls, 
Of infinice other queſtions, which may 
ariſe,and be canvaſſcd berwixt the pri- 
vate DoCors of diſperſed Churches,no 
Church either required or expefted 2 
forme of abſolute conſent from other 
Churches, For if without this, the 
brotherly Communion betwixt parti- 
cular Churches, were adjudged im- 
offible, ro the cementing and foder- 
ing thereof, we ſhould not ſtand in 
need of Synodall Epiſtles, or briefe 
formes of confeſſions , but of huge 
volumes of conroverfies. Bur if we 
refuſe to learn ofthe ancient Fathers; 
yernow at laſt ler us learn of our Ene- 
mies, that the brotherly communion 
of Mindes, Duties of Courteſic , and 
Sacraments , is not impoſſible berwixt 
thee Churches which defend contrary 
opinions , about controverſies never to 
be decided. Till fay nothing of the 
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wranglings of Thumits and 3coritts, 
nothing of rhe Donnnicans and Je- 
ſuires : There is at this day a contro- 
verſie beaten and bandied berwixr the 
Churches of the Romiſh Religion , of 
more moment , thanall thcſe rhings , 
- whereabourt Proteſtants doe ſtrive, if 
they were reuled up in one bundle : IT 
mean that of the infallible Judge, in all 
queſtions of the Chriſtian Faich. The 
Spaniſh and Italian Churches defend 
rhe Pope to be this Supreame Judye , 
warranted with the irrefiſtable autho- 
rity of Chriſt himfclfe , and fo inſpired 
and inlightned with the ſpirit of truth, 
that in all his decrees and determinari- 
ons, wherewirth he intenderh to bind 
the whole Church , he can inno wiſe 
erre and be deceived, But on the 0- 
ther fide, the French Churches,cry him 
downe, juſftle him out of his infallible 
chaire, and conclude him to be ſo ſub» 
je roerror, thar if in matters of faich 
or manners, he refuſeth to obey and 
ro be ordered by rhe: judgement and 
Authority of a generall Couneell, they 
voice bim, to be counted for a Schit- 
matique, and a Hererick, and one 4 
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be depoſed: See agreat difference about 
the very Pillar of the Catholike faith. 
Yertin this brawling abour opinions, 
there isno breaking off of brotherly 
communion betwixe the Churches 
themſelves. Tell itnot in Gatb, nor 
publiſh ir in the ſtreers of Aſcalon, thar 
the Philiſtines were more forward 
than the Iſraelites ro preſerve Peace 
and unity berwixt them. Laſtly, if 
ſuch controverſies ſhould make an u- 
nion betwixt particular Churches im. 
poſſible, I faine would have one ſhew 
ro meeven but two Churches(where- 
of one is not ſubje=& to the other)which 
muſt not ofneceſſity,bealicnated,plucke. 
aſunder, and as ic were with a parcicion 
wall divided each from other: For 
except we returnto this point, that we 
only admit and allow of this Separati- 
on from other Churchesfor diffenting 
in Fundamentals, the communion 
of the Catholike Church anciently ſo 
highly extold , will be but a bare name 
& fainedtitle , to which the heart of rhe 
thing it ſelfe will never anſwer. 
The Donatiſts of old were wont to 
ſay, that the Church had periſhed our 
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of the whole world befides . and onely 
remained in the party of Denatw, The 
Romaniſts, in this point, are pure 


down=right Donatiſts , 'who ſhout ir * 
out, thar the Catholikc Church is *? 


found only in the part ofthe Pope of 


Rome. Irtis our duty to deteſt ſuch 7: 


Schiſmaticall wickedneſfe, and ro keep 


and profefſe brotherly Communion |* 


with all Chriſtian Churches, which we 
adjudge not as yet to be disjoyned 
from Chriſt the Head by Heretie , or 
Idolatry, or not atall ro be ſhunned by 
other Churches, for uſurpation of Ty- 
rannys. 


What hitherro hath been diſputed 


abour thoſe Obſtacles , which make the 


communion of divers Churches be- 
rwixt themſelve impoſſible , and alfo of 
thoſe different opinions , which no 
ways cauſe the ſame ; all aime ar this 
en, T hat if it could be agreed berwixt 
Divines, that thoſe controverſies 
which ſo long have troubled and ry- 
red the Prareſtanr Churches, arenot of 
ſuch importance, that , whether one 
come off ro this or rhar fide-in their 
opinions, he is not to be judged co 
depart 
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depart from Chriſt and the Faundamen- 
tall Faith , andto fall imtoa Herefie 
contrary to the foundation; we would 
confeſſe that brotherly union may be 
made up, and kept betwixt all Prote- 
ſtant Churches, even whileſt theſe 
difſentions rather of the Schooles than 
the Churches, doe ſtill remaine. Ir is 
not my purpoſe to engage my ſelfe in 
the controverſies themſelves : only I 
would defire that the nroſt learned and 
famous Divines ofthe Dutch Churches 
would be entrearted, with peaceable 
mindes, and calme affe&ions, to runne 
over all thoſe controverſies, which are 
in agitation betwixt them , ſeeing rhe 
Judgement periſheth when the matter 
15 paſſed into the affe&ions. The chief 
andalmoR rhe mother of all the reſt is 
that controverſie which as yet remains 
undetermined, of the manner of rhe 
preſence of the body .and blood of 
Chriſt in the Lords Supper. Andas 
rouching this point,the every way moſt 
learned Bucer , after ſerious weighing 
and confidering ofthe matter,cxprefſed 
himſelfe thus, that Tr the thing it ſe!fe , 
ans meaning there w a4 ans agreement , only 
ſore 
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In Epiſt. a4 fome variety in the words , and manner of 


Litherum. 
Contia :Ro- 
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ſpeaking, Luther (aid formerly, If 1 
you beleeve), and teach, that the true body, " 
ec. &> alj- 48d true blood of our Lord is exhibited, gi- [2 


bi. Hoſp. ven, and taken, in the Lords Supper , and 
Hiſt. Sact- ngt the bread and wine only , and that ihis 
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receiving, and exhibiting is done truly,and | 


not imaginarily , we are agreed. Ar 
the ſame time Bacer with his aſſociates 


did grant, That the true body, and true | 


blod of the Lord, were exhibited , gsven, 
and taken,with the viſible ſignes, Bread & 
Wine, James Andrews wrote former- 
ly, Wee neither are of opinion of the G a= 
pernaites, nor doe we receive the Tranſub- 
antiation of the Papiſts , nor doe we e- 
ſtabliſh a Phyſicall or Locall preſence, or 
incluſion of the body , and blood of C yl 
#n the holy Supper,Neitber doe thoſe worar, 
Subltantially , Corporally , Orally, 
 ſignifie to us any thing elſe, beſides the true 
preſence and eating of the Body and blood 
in the holy Supper. Now let us heare 
what wasthe Judgement of the Hel:e- 


tranſubſtantiation to be made, neither co1- 


tzan Churches : Althongh they deny 


ceive there is made any Locall incluſion mn | 
the Bread , or any durable conjunctim 
ah 
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out of the uſe of the Sacrament , yet bey 
grant the Bread to. be the Body of Chriſt #n 


| 4 Sacramentall Union , and that when 


the Bread is reached forth, th: Body of 
Chriſt, is together preſent and exhibited. 
No one thing can be more like to ano- 
ther than is the judgement of the Hel- 
verians to the judgement of the Lu- 
therans, Yer if any ſuſpe& , that 
under this concord of words , 
ſome Repugnancy of meaning and 0- 
pinion nay lye hid , nevertheleſſe this 
15 to be urged , and enquired into, 
whether this Repugnancy be ſuch and 
of (o great moment thar it renders the 
Peace and Uniry between Churches 


' impoſlible, and makes the Schiſme and 


disjoynting berwixt them neceſſary 
and everlaſting. ' I know ut ſeemeth 
farre otherwiſe to moſt learned and 
folid Divines, when they fide not to 
take part, and are withour the Liſts 
of this diſcord, Now as concerning 
thoſe controverſies of the Qmnipre- 
ſence of the Body of Chriſt , the com- 
munication of his properties, and 0- 
thers that firſt may ſeem to have bred, 
whoſoever ſhall weigh with Judge. 
ment 
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ment what is granted, what denaycd on 
borh fades, ſhall preſently perceive,chat 
neither oftheſe,norof thoſe anyFunda- 
mentall Article is called into queſtion, 
much leſſe oppoſed, or overthrowne. 
For, whatloever was determined of 
theſe matters , by the Catholique 
Church in the Creeds , and Grnerall 
Councells, rhat , both ſides receive, 
and profeſſez whatſoever was re jeQted, |: 
and condemned, that, both alikere- 
+&, and abhorre : bur thar ſomerimes 
one Party ſhuuld endeavour to draw 
the other by the {mall cords of conſe. 
quences into the dirt of filthy Hereſies, 
is not a thing ſo much to be admired, 
a5to be bemoaned. Weall know the 
cuſtome of angry diſpurans, eſpecially 
after they have begun to be thraughly 
hot with long contending. Alfo we 
have briefly rouched before , what is 
to be conceived of Hereftes , which are 
charged on others, by conſequences 
not atall granted or underſtood. For 
the preſenc, this onething may ſuffice 
to demonfrare the poſlibility of bro- 
therly communion; That, on neither # 
fide any dodtrine , which is point | 
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blanck contrary io a Foundation of! ever. to 
(IU Salts 
ſuch as ſwallows up , and devuurs Sal- *** 

vation, is explicitly defended ; yea 
thoſe which are f{uch, are all clecrcly 


Faich, or (to uſe Tertalliins word ) 


and explicicly cundemned un both 


fades. 


It therebe any other new contro- 


verhes bred berwixtthe Churches, a- 


abouc Predeſtination, Freewill,and the 
likez They can with no colour be pre- 
rendcd for the hindering of the Chur- 


ches communion. For in all theſe, 
this onething alone belongs tothe Ca- 


tholick , and Fundamentcall Faith ; 
Thar the free Grace of God,in pred. ſti- 


nating miſerable men, in converlicn of 


finners, in ſetting free of mens wils ; 
Laſtly, in perſe\erance , and Salvation 
of the Ele, be io fully acknowledyed; 
that whatſoever he durh to the attai- 


$ ningotthe ſtare of Grace or Glory, or 


whatſoever is dvne by men in re- 
ference hitherto, that wholly be gi= 
vento God, and granted to Gods ſpe- 
ciall grace and mercy : On the 0- 
ther fide, whatſoever pertaines t > the 
corruption of mans nature , whatſo- 

» ever 
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ever io his ubitinacy in fin 5 wharſoe- 
ver to the vicioutnefſe and fervitude 
ofFreewill ; Laſtly, whatſoever draws 
miſcrable mortals ro damnation, and 
tumbles them headlong inco Hell , thar 
we impure all this to our ſelves, and 
our owne demerits, and command it 
diſtance, ro be farre off from God him- 
ſcife. Whileſt chele rhings remaine 
fixed, and immoveable ( as indeed 
they doe remaine ) although in the 
doQtines buile upon the Foundation, 
they Have divers manners of concei- 
ving, and forms of ſpeaking, yea,al- 
though they fullowdifferent opinions, 
ſuch errours arenot fo deadly, thar 
for their takes a deadly hatrcd ſhould 
be harched,or thar a perperuall Schiſm 
ought ro be noriſhed berwixt thejchur» 
ches. It rherfore this once be agreed on 
' berwixt Divines; that their ſtrifes nei- 
ther were,nor are abour any fundamen 
rall Articles,an- rhings alrogether ne- 
ceffary to be known to Salvation;with , 
all it will appeare, Thar it is not impo- *:; 
' ſible chat Union and Communion - 
- bearwixtthe Churches be renewed, that 
chis pernicious Schilme be yrs 
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taken away, and a blefſed Peace tor the 
time to cone be hulily preſerved be- 
twixt theGermanChurches. Now icfol» 


lows inthe nexcplace,fince we perceive 


this unionis poſlible, that we conſider, 
Whether Princes, DoQtors, and even 
all Chriſtian people , be nat ryed by 
vertue of Gods command, and their 
own bounden duty , every one for his 
own-part to endeavour that this Bro- 
therly Communion, as ſoone as con- 
veniently it may be , be eſtabliſhed 
berween che Churches, _ 

In the fact place, that of Paw] menti- 
one i by us in che beginning, ſeems to 
intimate that we are all bound tothis ; 
If it be poſſible, and as naecb 85 in you ly» 
eth , bave Peace with a!! men, If a Ci- 
vill and outward Peace is to be kepe 
with fo great defire berwixt all men, 

without doubt , the Spirituall and 
Ecclefiafticall Communion betwixt 
Chriſtians, isto be procured and che- 
riſhed wich farre greater En 'eavours. 
Where therefore no unconquerable 
impoſlibilicy hinders on the part of the 
thing ro be done, mans Will cannot be 
excuſed , which herein negle&s , or 
C2 refuſes 
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refuſes, is cirher lazy , or perverſe to 
obey the command:ment of God; nor 
is there cavſe, why any ſhould pre- 
tend, char che differences of repug- 
nanc opinions cannot as yet be recon- 
ciled. If inthe meane time the Schiſms 
of the Qhurches may bee taken a- 
way ( as out of doubt they way )T had 
rather a Milſtone were tyed about my 
neck, and I caſt into rhe depth of the 
Sea, than that T would hinder awork 
{o acceptable tro God, fo neceſary to 
the avoyding of ſcandals, -or not with 
al) my mind and might tiirther and ad- 
vance the ſame. 

Hither ir may be-added, that all have 
need'to confeſſe , that true andgenu- 
ine charity is no lefſe neceſſary to Sal- 
vation for all Churches, and members 
of Chriſtian Churches, than the rrue, 
andenrire profeſſion of ſound and fa- 
ving Faith. For by this badge, our 
Lord and Saviour Feſws Chriſt, would 
have his crue Diſciples diſtinguiſhed, 
and diſcerned, from thoſe that arc 


J012:35* falſe, and counterfeir ; By this af ſhall 


know that you are my Diſciples , if yee love 
ane anotber ; NowT leave itto be - 
cide 
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cided of every mans conſcience , what 
charity at laſt thar is, which permits 
Chriſtian Churches on no jutt cauſe 
of retuſall , murualiy co deny che rtzht 
bands of fellow(t.ip, and cternally to 
detett the making of an[Inion berwixt 
them. Is it not enough for us to de- 
part from the Hay and Stubbie, that is, 
the errours of other Churcies, except 
alſo by making a voluntary rene, we 
depart from the Churches themſelves, 
which never as yet departed from 
Criſt? 

Beſides I ſeeme to my ſcIfe ro have 
obſerved, both rhoſe chat embracethe 
Zwnglian, and Luthcran doArine ( as 
they uſe to call ic ) on both fidesro 
acknowledge, that che Churches,whe- 
ther they maintaine that, or this do- 
&rine, remaine the true Churches jof 
Chriſt, or the true members cf the 
Catholique Church under Chrift the 
head. The Illuſtrious Princes them- 
ſelves, in their Preface to the forme of 
concord cleerely profefſe : That it ts 
7 n0 wiſe their paypaſe or intent, #1 dane 
tboſe men who erre out of a kinde of ſumpli- 
Cidy of b:art , nor are they blaſphenmous 2- 
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ginſt tbe truth of heavenly doctrine, nub 
leſſe to condemne whole Churches which 
are under the Roman Empire,nor that they 
did doutt , that even in thoſe ('hwrebes 
many god'y were found, which bitberto 
conſent:d not with them in all things, And 
alſo Lucas Ofiander , when it was ob- 
3cQed againſt him , thar he called the 
Calviniſts the Devils Martyrs,diligent- 
ly purged himielfe in this manner. 
T bey that have heard my Sermons will ſay 
that they never beard any raylings againſt 
tbe Martyrs of Chriſt , and my publike 
writings die waineſſe, that I called them 
holy CM artyrs,that on Bartholomew dy 
were murdered in France. Itis there- 
fore ſrioufly ro be weighed, whether 
it be ſafe , whether ir be pious, whe- 
ther it agree with the dury of Chriſti- 
an Churches , for every errour of ligh- 
ter moment,not to reach torth rheright 
hand of fellowſhip ro thoſe Churches, 
which notwithſtanding this errour 
may remaine Cbriſt's Martyrs , yea his 
holy brethren. Will they, nill they ; 
whoſoever acknowledge Chriſt their 
elder Brother , they muſt of neceſſity 
have all the Brethren of the ſame Chriſt 
| joyned 
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Joyued unco chemin a mult necre, and 
Brutherly Cummunion. 

Moseover, I doubtnocatall, bur +4 
that the $ :xox and Helvetian Churches, 
and ochers which eicher conſene with 
theſe, ur choſezacknowledge themſelves 
to have, and ro defire to retaine Bro- 
therly Communion with the Enghſp, 
Scotiſh, Iriſh, and ocher torreign Refor- 
med Churcies. Surely as concerning 
us, although we conſent not with 
them, in al! p»inrs and ticles of con- 
troverla. ] Divinity, yer we acknow- 
ledge chem Brethren in Cb-5ſt and pro= 
teſt vur ſelves to have a Brocherly and 
holy Communion with them. Bur if 
they rhemſelves be like minded ro- 
wards us, with what equity doe the 
German Churches amongſt themielves 
deprive cach other of that Brocherly 
Communion , which with tourreign 
Churches they feare not to reraine ? 
Whar therefore ſes ſaid of old tothe 
Iſraelites that fought rogerher; rhac 
may truly be ſid to the Dutch Chur- 
ches txiving amongſt themſelves, bur 
cannot truly be confured by them, Yee 
are brethren, why doe yee rorong one to ano- 


ther ? C 4 Laſtly., 
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Laſtly, what all che godly are bound 
ro begge of the molt great and good 
God, and r. queſt it1n their tervenr 
Prayers, that this may come to paſſe 
our ot doubt they are bound to employ 
all their ſtudy , and endeavours: But 
who doth nor daily ſolicite God for 
the peaccable, and fl-ur:ſhing Stare 
of the Church 2 Who prayes not thar 
thoſe things niay be taken away,which 
crouble, vex, diſturbe, or ary way hin- 
der the Spiricuall edification of the 
Church?This was the wiſh of the Roy- 
all ÞP/zl»iſt, and the ſame ought alſo to 
be of Princes,Do * ors, and all Chriſti- 
ans; N-icher did he only wiſh all good 
things ro the church of God,butſought 
for them, and procured them as much 
as lay in hi: power. This was his duty; 
*risfurely oursalſo. And hereT ſhould 
not be ſo well employed, if in a long ſet 
Oration , I ſhould lay opento the Ger« 
man Churches, either the cummodi- 
eics of Peace, and [nion, or the dit- 
commodities of long laſting diffention. 
Thar of Prudextizs is inſtead of an O- 
racle, 
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n——— Sciſſura domeStica twrbat 

Rem prpwli : titubitq; foris quod diffi- 
det intus, 

Home-bred rents treuble the Stite, and 

that ſhakes abroad which is divided at 

bome. 

Let them rhercfore looke to that 
which is for- the ben. fic of their 5wne 
Churches, and ler chem reſolve with 
themſelves, that all that is not only ro 
be requeſted of God in daily Prayers, 
but alſo, it muſt be laboured af:er,with 
the greateſt, and unwearied endcavours 
of all men, thar it may be effeCed and 
obcained, Neither let men unexpe- 
rienced in matters , hope that they ſha'l 
ingraitate themſelves the more with 
the Papiſts , and ſuffer lefſe damumage 
fromthem , if they refuſe ro Joyn with 
thoſe, whom they call Calviniſts, What 
is to be hoped of them , Oſtander long 
fincehath told, The Papiſts (faiih he) 


burne theLuthber ans 10 le ſſe than the Zwin- 


gltans in thoſe places , rohere the Pope of 


In Antift. 


Rome that fierce and cruel} beaſt hath,and pate 74 


doth exerciſe full dominion. They there- 
tore who are higheſt in their favour, 
can hope for no more kindnefſe from 

| them, 
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them, than Pelypbemw in Homer be- 
ſtowed on Uhy //ts. | 
OuTiy ty TV pare ious uPols G74 p0108. 
I'will cate Viyſſes Jaft after bis Compa- 
wi0Nns, 

They will devoure the C-lviniſts 
ſooner, . he Lutherazs latcr , and artlaſ(t 
if they can chey will devoure all. 

Hicherco wee have employed our 
paines to this purpoſe , thar this 
conmunion berwixr the _ Dutch 
Churches may bee underſtood, nor 
onely to be poſhble, bur by verrue 
of Gods commandement altogether 
due, andneceflary. Ir remaines now 
that we ſhew in what manner, and by 
what meanes rhele Churcies miſerably 
rent, and torne a ſunder ; may wich 
beit conve..iency and (peed be reduced, 
and wade up rozether-into one Body; 
which I will endeavour to doe, rather 
thac | may manifeſt the willingnefſc of 
my minde, to fo wortiy a worke, than 
that I conceive rhoſe noble Churches, 
and evermore ſtored with plenty of 
learned, ptuus, and peaceable Divines, 
roitand in need of the counſell of for- 
reginers in this matter. 

For- 
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 Foratmuch theretore as che toreſaid 
controverſies, may be agitated cither 
berwixe Churches belonging to divers 
dominions,, whereof one is not ſub- 
je&ro another , or berwixt Chriſti- 
ans ofthe ſame Church, who acknow- 
ledge one,or the {clfe fame Prince, or 
ſupreme Magiſtrate ; wee will ſpeake 


firſt of divers Churches ſtanding on 


terms of equall right,then of the mem- 


k. berecf oneand che iſe fame Church , 


how they are all co bejoyned rogether 
amongſt themſelves. 

For the reducing of divers Chur- 
ches into one communivun, I conceive 


 nomore fit and convenient way canbe 


thought upon, rthanthat fanyliar one 
of appointing a faire and peaceable 
Conference berwix: Divines choſen by 
the authority of their Princes. Forif 
any man think,thar by calling a Coun- 
cel out of all the Reformed Churches, 

theſe queſtions, which have employed 

the wits of moſt learned men theſe ma- 

ny years, may within a few moneths 

or years, Or within one century of 

years be ſo defined, thar the conſent of 

all men may be obtained in all theſe 

| heads 
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heads of controv-rial! Diviniry ( be 
it ſpoken with rhe good leave of all 


goud men )to me ic ſeems ſcarce likely; | 
Seeing :he weake eVe of \\iens mindes . 


hardly piercerh into the mcity of tub- 


tile conrroverites , even when it ſar- * 
vevs them being in quietnefſe z Bur if Þ 


it be, as ific were full of black duſt, 
rayied with rhe motion of Diſputants, 
for molt part k cannot ſo much as {ec 


them, or with a fixed and ſteddy looke - 


behold chem. And, to ſpeak the truth, 
Councels, eſpecia'ly thoſe that are 


Generall, ought rather to be uſed, '? 


for the defending and eſtabliſhing of 
cleere Articles of the Chriſtian Fairh 
againſt Hereticks , than for the diſ- 
cuſſing and defining ofhard , and con+ 
troverſies which are not necefſary at 
all. Lerusreturn therefore, to that 

eaceable, and Brotherly conference, 
which welatcly commended : which 
ifir be appointed with that minde, and 
mannaged in that manner jt ought, we 
are in great hope very ſhortly ro fee an 
happy agreement of the Gerzvap Chur- 
ches. 


This therefore ought firſt to be ” 
c 


| 
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L- mental], chere may ariſe ſome queſti- 
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led in the miindeof all, who are enter= 
gained in the Conference,rhat they are 
not called together, that as adverſaries 
they ſhould contend ; bur that as Bre- 
thren, they ſhould ſeek and follow all 
lawfull wayestoeftabliſh Peace, For 


* if they themſelves betwixe rhem- 
* ſelves ſaw one another, and thinke 
they muſt revy contentions , they 


will never perſwade Union and Peace 
betwixt the Churches ar variance : 
Therefore ler them not ſo much as ct- 
fer to enter into the Labyrinths of the 
wonted diſputations , but let chem 


'? aime, anddire&rheir meeting to this 


one marke, that they may ſhew their 


' Churches, that chere is no cauſe juſt 


enough , why they ſhould refuſe mu- 
cuall Union, and fo long abhorre from 
1oyning their rizhc-hand of Brothers 
hood. Thar rhis may be done, let ic be 
ſtated and derermined inthe firft place, 
concerning every controverfie , what 


* of oldwas defined by the Suffrages of 
+ the Catholique Church, and under 
} thepaine ofa curſe-was to be believed 


ofall. Forabout things moſt Funda- 


ONS, 


—— 
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ons , and Problems not at all Funda* Y 


mcntall,and which the ancientFathers, 
it they had been movedin theirage, 
would never have offercd co have defi» 
ned, within the perill eicher ofray- 


fing, or continuing a Schiſme berwixt | 


the Churches. For initiance ; That 
God is one in Effence, three in Perſons 
diltinguiſhed berwixc them e! ves ; that 
the Sonne 1s begotten of the Father ; 
that the holy Spirir,is the Spirit of the 


Father and che Sonne; that theſe three | 


Perſons are Coeternall, and Coequall: | b 


All theſe are deſerveily determincd & 
ranked amongſt the Fundamental: Ar 
ricles. Now if any ſhould comend that 
all choſe things which are diſputed of 
rhe Schoolemen,of rhe Manner of Pro- 
cceding and Begetting , are alſo Fun- 
damentall, and neceffary to be de: er- 
mined on one fide , verily he by this 
his raſh Judgement , would gaine no 


: favour with Chriſt, or Ch-iſts Chur- 


ches. Soalſo, That our Lord Feſw 
Go 1 Gd and Man, and hath wn 
one Perſon che Humane and Divine na- 
rure inſcparably united together, and 
thacweowe cur Salvation to God in- 
carnated 
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carnaied, 15 4 mult ſolid r ourdation 
of our Catholique, and ſaving Fairh. 
Iotwithſtanding whatſoever may be 
askcd, and diiſpured of the unutte» 
rable manner of this Union , wha:ſoe- 
ver, of the manner oithe Corporall 
preſence inthe Holy Supper, w hatſ{o- 
ever, of the properties communicated 
to the humane nature, by the verive of 
the Union, or of the Operations of 
the humane nature depending on this 
U-ion, it doth not preſently bel:ng 
ro Fundamentall Faith, but :o $k1ll 
in Divinity, and perchance not to 
that neither, bur ſor erimes to the 
curioſity of Divines. Letthis therefore 


| bethefirſt and chiefe care of the Di- 


vines atthe conference, accurately to 


diſtinguiſh and fever Fundamencalls 


 fromthoſe which are not Fundamen» 


tall, neither to take ir for gramed, 


\ that whatſoever ſcemes ro rouch and 


border on a Fundamenrall Article is 
preſently Fundamentall. 
After 'they have agreed on theſe 


I , thinggcare muſt be taken that theſefun 


damentals be expreſſed in few & cleer 
words , andbe propounded to be eſta- 
| bliſhed 


&2 
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De amma. 


bliſhed with the commun cuuicnt of 
the Churches, (erta ſemper ſunt in 
parc, Thoſe things that are certaine 
are ever compriſed in few words , faich 
Tertulkan: And whatſoever neceſſary is 
ta be known tothe Salvation of Chri- 
ſtians, whatſoever makes men better 
or more bleff.d, is ſet in open veiw. 
Here is no place for ſubtill diſtinftions, 
which onely a quick ſighted Eagle, or 
ſome Epidaurian Serpent can per- 
ceive, anddiſcerne , no place for the 
fringes of long explication , or pent- 
houſes,which we often {ce jerting our, 
not ſo much ro build up Chriſtians in 
Fundamentall Faith, as for the enlar- 
ging of the DoCtors opinions; Laſtly, 
no place fur Meraphyficall formali- 
ties, and abſtrafted notions, which 
may trouble the heads of the learned, 
and dererre the mindes of the unlear- 
ned from the Carholique Faith ir ſelfe; 
but neither bow the hearts of theſe or 
thoſe ro che embracing of the Faith of 

Fundamenrall Articles. 

But now when thoſe tinings which 
belong to the Fundamentall and com- 
mon Faith ofthe Churches, are com- 


pri- 
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priſed in few words, and plaine, but 
lound formes of ſpeeches , and thoſe ſer 
alide and left alone,which are not asyer 
agreed on; It follows inthe next place 
that all peaccable Divines endeavour 
to make all throughly ro be perſwaded 
of this, That we muſt no longer fight in 
hoſtile manner with the danger of the 
Churches, lofſe of Peace, and ſcandall 
of Schiſme, for thoſe things whereof 
Chriſtian people may be ignorant 
withour fault, or loſſe of Salvation. 
How wholſome , and neceſſary this 
Counſell is, theraſhnefſe, and contra- 
ry praCtice of the Roman Church doth 
calily prove. For whileſt they , nor 
at all conteve with the Articles of the 
Apoſtles or Nicene Creed, endeavour 
to thruſt upon rhe Chriſtian world 
new Articles of the Conventicle of 


Trent, they have Ictt the everlaſting ,,.z 
matrex of an everlaſting Schiſne be« Stephan, 
twixt the Churches. How more advi- ad 7ubajan 
{edly did Cyprian, that moſt holy Mar- prefa.ad 
tyr,and moſt learned Father of his age, £0nc#.Car 
who profeſſes that he would offer vio- **45: 


; lence to non: for difference in opini= 
* ons, or violate the Lords Peace with 


d his 
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his Colleagues, or remove any 
man from the right of Conmuni- 
on, becauſe he was otherwiſe minded 
than himfelfe ? Witch which Chriſtian 
charity, and gentleneſfe, erring Cypri- 
an deſerved better of Gods Church , 
chan Stephen Biſhop of Rome being in 
che right opinion , and rending the 
Churches,as much as lay in his power, 


with his jSchiſmaticall fpirit. Rely- | 


ing on the Example of this moſtholy 
Martyr, and on the judgement of Aw- 
guſtine in this matter , I doubtnot to 
affirm, that thoſe Doors a | che 
Dutch Churches which are deceived, 
and yet are ready to retaine Brotherly 
Communion with ochers, are held 
more excuſed from Schiſme before 
God than they who maintaine the true 
opinions in thoſe controverſies, and 
inthe mean time diſdaine to hold Bro- 
therly Communion with other Chur- 
ches deſiring rhe ſame. Conſent there. 
'fore being had in Fundamentalls , a/- 
though the DoGors cannot fully and 
perfe&ly agree in other things , yet 
in this let them all agree,that with one 
mouth, and heart , they cry out toge- 
ther toGod, Nulls 


Brotherly Commnrion. 


Nub ſalus bello:pacem te poſcimus omnes. 
In war no ſifty: Peace, we all defire thee, 


But ifany here ſhould demand what 
muſt be done wich theſe controverſies 
which cannot be compoſed , leaſt by 
occaſion of theſe rhe Peace and [Inion 
ofthe Church may either be hindered, 
orcroubled and broken againe after 
once it is made up , theſe things ſeem 
to 'mee muſt be obſerved by the Di- 
vines of borh parties. 

Firſt, what things hitherto have 
been ſpoken or written rather bitterly, 
and perverſly , than truly , and wirh 
can of the adverſaries 
inthe very hear of contention ; Lerall 
thoſe rhings be murually pardoned for 
the publike good , and be buriedin e- 
rernall oblivion. And if ſuch bookes 

ſhall chance to be reprinted againe; 
ler ir not be done, excepr all the gall 
be purged our, whence the evill of 
Brotherly contention may againe a- 
riſe, 
Secondly, whereas no man can pati- 
ently endure to have himſelfe branded 
with the mark ofHerefie, we muſt rake 


d 2 heed 
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heed- leaſt any be defamed wirh the 
name of Neſtorian , Eutychian, or any 
other damned Heretick , who expre- 
{ſly condemnes the damnable Do- 
Arines of thoſe Hereticks: for they can- 
not abide firmely in Brotherly Com- 
munion,, who perhiſt ro exaſperate 
one another,wirth ſuch rayling ſpeeches 
for ſome difference in opinion. More- 
over it were to be wiſhed, that thoſe 
ſirnames of Lutherans ,Zwinglians,C al- 
viniſts, were packt away, and utterly 
aboliſhed, . which are rather the En- 
fignes of faftion, than badges of Bro- 
therly Union, and whichnever plea- 
ſed the ancient Fathers. Epipbanius 
would nor thar the Chriſtians ſhould 
weare any enidnrovaroue , 20 By-name, 
bur ſhould only be called by the name 
| of Chriſtians. Wee ought ot to be called 
Newt% Perrianser Paulines, but Chriſtians , 
Crate” 30: faith Naziunzen, Bur of all Lattan- 


E paph an 
Hor. 4b. 70» 


Inſlatut lib. L a 
peg iius molt ſeveerly faich ; T bey leave of 


to be Chriſlians , who omitting tbe nant 
of Chrilt, have put on humane , and out- 
ward names. But that T may ſpeak as 
ahe matter 1s , particular Churches 
rather have theſe 


firnames put upon 
them , 
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chem, than thar they put rhem on 
chemſelves, or defire to be cloathed 
therewith. 

Thirdly, as much as may be, ler all 

hard, and underermined controverlies 
be removed from Sermons preached rv 
the people , and bookes written in the 
Mother rongue , and ler them rather 
be counted amongſt exerciſes fic for 
the Schoole, then for food for mens 
Soules. For thele ſubrile queſtions, 
and intricate controverſies may with- 
out any diſcommodity be wanting in 
the Pulpits; but charity,which is wonc 
to be wounded by the diſcuſling of ſuch 
queſtions , cannot be wanting from 
the hearrs of Chriſtians, withour the 
extreame perill of their ſoules. The 
Soules Bf people doe play, 
and nor profir with ſuch queſtions, 
and when they have done playing with 
them , nor at all underſtanding theſe 
controverſies , they begin to fall a 
hghiing and skirmifhing berwixr 
ſelves. 

Laſtly, If ic ſhall pleaſe the Doors 
themſelves for time to come, to enter 
diſcourſe, or to ſer forththeir writings 

d 3 concerning, 


An F:xbortation to 


Orat. 3.de concerning theſe controverſies , Let 


Pace. 
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them meet together , not it: an hoſtile man« 
rer, but in a rationall way , as Nazian- 
zen doth wiſely admoniſh. Ler borh 
aime at this, nor to conquer , or ſhame 
their brethren by what means foever, 


| but gently, and courteouſly ro inſtruft 


them, and as it were leading them 
by the hand, ro bring chem back into 
the way of truth. He thar in this man- 
ner ſhall be freed from his errour will 
never count himelf conquered, bur 
better taught; nor will he be confoun- 
ded as overcome , and caſt down of his 
Enemy,bur will rejoyce as one helped 
and relieved of his Brother. For, no 
man that reapes benefic hath cauſe ro 
bluſh. 

Hitherco we have made the draught 
of the manner of making Peace and 
preſerying Union betwixr different 
Churches, (tanding upon equall terms 
of [uriſdiftion. Burt becauſe it may 
and often doth happen, that ſome bot 
learned, andunlearned may live un- 
der rhe Government of the ſame Prince 
or Church , which are forbidden by 
their conſcience, either rightly _ 
med, 
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med, or erroneous , from ſubſcribing 
ro the common judgement in theſe 
controverſies, let ns make enquiry 
what is to bee done concerning theſe, 
Now as touching the Miniſters of 
Churches, if they deſire ro make pro- 
viſion for their weak Brethren in theſe 
Articles of Religlon, or i# they be 
willing that thei briete forms of Con- 
teſton be received, and approved of ali 
ſubje&unto themy ler them not caft 
into them the nice pcin:s of difficule 
comroverlies, or decilions of fubrile 
queſtions, but rather, ler chem be oxy- 
dercd tothe popular capacity, the edi- 
fication of the unlearned,che Salvation 
of all. They muſt well weigh the 
wiſdome of our Anceſtours, whoſe an- 
Cient Confeſſions, if we had nor,on ſer 
urpoſe to diſturb;the Church , inter- 
ined and ftuffed with new opinions, 
no man, well in his wits, would have 
been found, who would not willingly 
have- ſubſcribed unto them ; Neither 
1s there any necd at all, that we fhould 
clog and burthen the publike confeſli- 
ons of the Church with ſuch additions. 
when God hinxelfe hath decreed to 
a 4 bring: 
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bring his people to a bleſſedlite, nor 
through the rough and rugged places 
of hard and long queſtions, but by the 
plaine, even, and ſhort way of Faith 
and Charity. To what purpole there- 
fore are diſputes , and ftrites about 

| if words? What make the} ſubtleties of 
| the Schoolcmen in the Confeſſions of 
"nn the Church ? All the Salvaricn of 
| (i 11 oat. u- Chriſtians conſiſts in beleeving and 
if um eſe worſhipping, as of old it was grave- 
Chriſtum. ly aid of great eAtbanaſiws, To theſe 
| things it may be added, thar they can 
ſcarce , or not at all preſerve Peace 
| unviolated with other Churches, not 

| atall ſubje unto them, who for the 
Will Game Dodrine they | pracc , perſecute 
| thoſe which are under them, and per» 
fiſt ro cut them oft as Hereticks ' 26h 

their Communion. They may ſeem 

rruly ſilently ro upbraid Herehie to 0- 
ther Churches , and by this very deed 
| to intimate as much, that chough with 
| their mouth they acknowledge them 
| for Brethren , yer in their hearts rhey 
much dereſt and abhorre them. Laſily, 
unlefſe the briefe formes of publike 
Confeſſion , be reſtrained and _— 
ned, 
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Z n<dro doCtrmes neceffary, and not to 
Fall con:roverre-i betwixc the Prote- 


* ſtants rhemſelves ; this inconvenience 
'will follow thence , that man» Paſtors, 


learned,pious, and peaccable, will be 


excluded and quite ſhur out; n-r ſhall 


they be able ro doe any ſervice inthoſe 
Churches in which they live. Burif 
any doubr, whether lawtully they may 
keep holy Communion amongſt chem- 
ſelves in one and the ſelfe ſame Church, 
who embrace nor at all one and the 
ſcIffame opinion in every reſpeR,in all 
the heads of Dofrine in Divinity, that 
T indeed conceive ovghr to be refolved 
on, as a thing beyond al! reach of 
doubting, For as pertaining to thar 
holy Communion , which Chriſtians 
have amongſt themſelves in the Lords 
Supper, it chiefly confiſts in theſe 
things; That with the common band 
of the holy Spirit, wee are joyned to 
Cbriſt the onely head of the Church , 


| Thatby the tyes ofthe ſelfe ſame holy 


- Spirir, and ſaving Faith, an1 Charity, 
1, weſtick rogerther amongſt our ſelves, 


2 andas it were are made up inco one 
1 


Body , Laſftly,that as fellow-commo- 


ncry 
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ners weeateand drink the ſame living 
bread, and drink, to wit the fleſh, and 
blood of Chriſt,co the falvation of our 
Soules. In all thefe things they pro- 
feſe the ſame Communion , who arc | 
admitted ro the ſame holy Supper. 

Bur in very deed,as by this murual! 
Communion, we doe not profefſe thar 
we all have attainedapertc&, or the | 
ſame degree of knowlegde in Divini- 
ty ; ſoncither doe we by this deed pro- 
re, that wehave a perte& conſent ha- 
mong our ſelves in all heads of Do- 
&rine in Divinity , or altogether the 
fame opinion of every queſtion. Ifthe 
Communion of Criſtians amongſt 
themiſelves ſhould Rand on theſe hard 
termes,{care could Peter and Pan have 
held Communion amoneit themſelves: 
Sure the Church of the Corinthians had 
been broken into ſhivers ; bur in theſe 
our times,jit had noc been eafte ro inde 
many divines of great credit, whocould 
with a ſafe conſcience be parcakers to- 
gether ofthe Lords Supper.All Rulers 
therefore of Churches ought , being 
gailry of their own and the common 


mfirmity, tobeware , leaſt whilſt chey 
exact 
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exa &require trom their uwn people, 
2 too harſh, and not art all neceſlary con- 
feſlion, they ſeem ro ſhake and weaken 
the moſt ſweer and moſt neceſſary 
Communion of Chriſtians amongft 
themſelves. So much concerning the 
Governors of the Churches ? Wee 
come now to the Miniſters or any o- 
ther Chriſtians which deſire Commu- 
nion with the Chruches, wherein they 
live, and yer cannor worke upon th-ir 
conſciences with any entreaties to ap» 
prove and profeſle all che received opi- 


* nions ofthe ſame Church. Ir ſhall be 
\ theirduty ro affurd, andexpreſſe rhem- 
+ ſelvesteachable, and humble,nor obſti- 
' nate andproud, inthe maintaining of 


thoſe opinion, whereinthey ſtep aſide 


' from- the common opinion of the 


Church bur he is ra be counted teach « 
able and humble , who willingly , 
and ſubmiſlively lendeth his earcs and 
heart to the Church teaching him, 
who rejedts not the doArine propoun- 
ded unto him,our of a virious diſpoſiti- 
on of his Rebellious will, bur is hin- 
dred by the weaknefſe ofhis underſtan- 
ding , that he fees nor the Truth in 

rheſc 
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theſe hard controverſies ; which thoſe, 
who are more learned, and accurate, | 
perchance with no difficulty can dil- | 
cern. Now becauſe 'tisthe priviledge | 
of God alone to ſearch hearts, it is our | 
art ever to encline to the moſt favo- | 


rable fide, and rv preſume of every 


one, where the contrary appeares not | 


by manifeſt evidence, thar rather our 
of conſcience, than ſtubbornneſſe, he is 
detained and hindred from affording 
his conſent. They who ſhall behave 
themſelves inthis manner, arenot fur 
every ſtubble of erroneous opinion, to 
be parted and kept off from the Chur- 
ches Communion wherein they live. 
Yet on thoſe rerms and conditions they 
arenotto be driven off, if they pre- 
ſume not at all ro oppoſe rhe common 
Judgment of che Church , or toexroll 
and (ſpread their private opinions a- 
monglt rhe people. Nor ought they to 
rakethisin1ll part, who are deſirous 
ro entertaine Peace . and Ecclefiaſti call 
Communion z for ſuppoſe the opinion 
of any private Door or Chriſtian 
ro be true, and that tobe erroneous, 
which uſech.ro bee defended by tte 
Church, 


Foe tx: Ai, 


Brotherly Communion 


means 


Church, ye: it che error be in a matter 
or opinion which hinders not the Sal- 
vation of Chriſtians, farre berter is ir 
thar the true opinion of any private 
Door whatſoever lye hid inthe dark, 
than that the publike authority of rhe 


3 Church, bee in the broad light 0- 


penly crampled upon, or the Peace of 


{ the Church be ſhaken by this altoge- 
{ ther unneceffary bickering of contra- 
! ryopinions, as with the ſtruggling of 


3 windescrofling each other. Pur if any 


one perſwadeth himielfe, that that opi- 
mon which he detends againſt the 
judgement of the Church , be of fo 


F grcat moment, that the Salvation of 


men doth dep<nd from the knowledge 


1 thereof, if he cannor perſwade the 
; ſametotheRulers of his own Church, 
4 he mult eicher depart unto another 


: Church, or elſe for rhe good of the 
Soules in that Church , ro which heis 


4 fubje& patiently ro undergoe the cen- 


ſure impoſed upon him- 

Thele are the things, moſt learned 
Durew, which I though fit at your 
requeſt ro write, and ſend unto you. 
It they may be uſefull co you or any v- 
ther, 
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ther , towards ihe turthering of the 
LInjon of the Churches ; Thave abun- 
dantly ſatisfied mine own defire and 
purpoſe. They without doubr may 
ſuggeſt more , and better things, to 
whom the preſent eſtate of the Germar 
Churches is berter known,and looked 
into. This thing alone remaines for 
me ro doe, humbly to pray to the God 
of Heaven , that he would bow the 
hearrs of Princes, from their Soules to 
delire this Union of the Churches; 


that he would enlighten the mindes of 


Divines to finde our , and apply thoſe 
meanes whereby ir may ſooneſt be efta- 
bliſhed ; that he would kindle the 
hearts of all Chriſtians to embrace, and 
propagate this Peace to all Poſterity. 
T be God of peace grant thu for bis Sonnes 
ſake, our ouly Mediatour , and Procurer of 
Peace with the Father : to whom , with 
the Holy Spirst, be all Honour, Glory and 
T hankeſgiving for ever andever, Amen, 
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'AN 
EXHORTATION 
to the reſtoring of Brotherly 


CoMMUN1oN berwixt 


the PROTESTANT 
CHURCHES: 


FOUNDED IN THIS; 


That they do not differ in any 
' Fundamentall Article of the 
; Catholique Faith, 
1 « 


AE bs RI 


| Lonpon, 
Rn by, B. for Richard Badger, awd | 
0 


nz Williams, I 6471. 


APSR 
An Exhortation to the 


reſtoring of Brotherly Communion, 
betwixt the Proteſtant 
CHURCHES. 


C nar. dl, 


Of the diſcommodities and occaſions of 
theſe Diſcords, together with the Re» 
medies briefly declared. 


27 2g Har Cicero the Oratour 
Dd Yi Go/d | faid once of the Niſcards 
29N <1 K © betwixt famous men, 
DD ag that may wenow truely 

overs fy of the Diſlentions 

betwixt f{everall Chur- 

ches ; that they uſually end, either in the 
deſtruction of them all, or in the injurt- 
ous domineering of the Conquerours 0- 
ver the party ſubdued. Now though it is 
to be opens that there is none amongſt 


the Reformed Churches; which afte- 


Qeth a ſole; and abſolute Command o- 
vgr the reſt ; Yet is it much tobe feared, 
| A 2 lealt 


Orat "de: 
bai ip. 
retþonf, 


 _ 
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An Exchortation to- - 


Cuar.t. leaſt all, by theſe dayly, and deadly con- 


tentions ( which God forbid ) haſten 
their own overthrow. Whoſe preſent 
condition'the godly bemoane , and by 
the miſeries fallen on ſome, gueſle the 
dangers hanging over all, unleſſe they 
ſchooled with their calamities ; at laſt 
begin to be wiſe, and heartily ſtudy the 
advancing of Peace. 

For whillt this ſtrife groweth hot a- 
mongſt Brethren, they afford their ene- 
mies 'conſtant matter of rejoycing, and 
inſulting over all Churches, and not only 
of rejoycing,and inſulting, but alſo arme 
them with infinite opportunities tohurt, 
and oppreſſe them. Nor do they order 
the matter well for their own people, 
which will have even the unlearned to 


| be diſtrated about ſuch endlefſe Con- 


troverſies, which perchance the Learned 
are never able to determine. If Schollers 
only were to enter the Liſts, and to com- 
bat with Schollers , the danger were 
leſle ; but it is too plaine, that Chriſtians 
of all ſorts and ſides, are ſummoned to 
.the fight, whole minds are no ſooner en- 
rangled in theſe needlefſe controverſies, 
but they are cal'd away from themolt ” 
| cellar 


'w 
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ceffary duties of charity,and fruits of new 
obedience. Moreover theſc diſſentions be= 
twixt the Reformed Churches, hinder 
the more moderate Papiſts(which begin 
to open their cycs at the light of the Go- 
ſpell) from joyning with us, whillt they 
obſerve, that we cannot, or ( whichis 
worſe) willnot j _ among our ſelves. 
Laſtly, they ſcarce ſeem to acknowledge, 
that the Goſpel,is the power of God un- 
tofalvation to every one that belecveth, 
who becauſe of theſe controverſies lately 
Rarted,make a ſeparation from otherRe- 
formed Churches, as if. there were no 
hope of the Salvation of all thoſe Chri- 
ſtians, which have not attained an ex- 
a&t knowledge of theſe Controverted 
points, 

. . For my part, I conceive 1tno great 
difference, whether we place unwritten 
Traditions in joint commiſſion with the 
holy Scriptures, or whether we enforce 
our Controyerſies on all Churches to be 
knowne and beleeved. under the ſame 
neceſlity of Salvation,with the ſolid, and 
manifeſtdofrinof theGoſpel.Weought, 
therfore to beware,leſt whullt thePaſtors 
of the ReformedChurchey on both ſides, 
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26, reſie,the Romiſh Wolves break inupon 
both, and drag both Sheepand Shep- 
heards to their Dens. Indeed if Divines | 
could talendy debate theſe difpartes with | 
brotherly minds, fome good (or lefle e- 

vill at leaſt) would redound to the 
Church. But ſecing that experience for 

10 many yeares hath approved, that this 

can ſcarce, if at all,be done ; better were 

theſe diſputes buried in filence, than 

| that the diſcuſſing of them ſhould teare, 
and mangle ſo many Churches into 
peeces. For the Chriſtian Church may 

Dun prop- now take up the old complaint of Hila- 

zerbec al- ry, WhilSt for theſe things each accoun- | 

yo mow ted orher occurſed , ſearce any were of 

{ſe cepi, Ci. Secing theſe and worle gric- 

l nemo feze VAnCces ariſing om the diſcords of the 

Criſt eft. Reformed, are obvious to every ones 

| eyes : Let us enquire, what firſt might 

l cauſe theſebitter and hurtfull ſtrifes, be- | 

| twixt Learned, Wile, and Godly men; | 

| what ſince did daily increaſe them, what 
| 


Numic, wf thoſe Wicked men, as infeted with he- | 


_ © OV ———_—_— ———— ——_————__ _ 


now doth perſwade them to entaile 
theſe Controverſies, as hereditary on 


ir Poſterity, 
Frey Poli T The 
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* "The: nature of fapernaturall knows Cas 
ledge and heavenly” things, gave the i 


cauſe,or occaſion rather to theſe our con- 
tentions, For as'it is eaſie for minds irt« 
lightned, and ſanAified to embrace with 
Obedience to the Faith, all things need- 


fill to be knowne to Salvation , which 


are plainly delivered in the: holy Scri- 
ptures concerning God and-Chriſt, and 
all things to be beleeved, and pradtiſed ; 
{o to defire todive deeper inte the My- 
ſteries of Faith than is fitting,and thence 
to draw conſequences by the help of our 
Reaſon, and to annexe them. to the fun» 
damentall Articles, isa matter of difficul- 
ty, and danger, and the neceflary occafi- 
on of contentions. For *tis impoſlible 
but that the wits of men, 'mutt often 
differ,and fometimeserrein thoſe things 
which are colte&ed by the mediation of 
Humane "underſtanding. -Meane time 


therc is none but dotes on the darlings of 
hisown Braines, as beautifall, and en» 
titles them to be borne of the Boyyels.of 
the Scripture; hating the reaſonings, 
and inferences of others, as deformed, 
and ſpringing from the puddles of Rea- 
lan corrupted. 


Thus whilſt men 
A 4 delire 
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deſire to ſee: more in the--Myſteries of 


HAP.1. 


Faith , than is; ckarely thowne in the 
Glafſe of Gods Word, rather the heat of 


their diflentions, than light of; their 


knowledge is increaſed, |, | 
It would apply, ſome plaiſter to this 
ſoate, if the Divines of both ſides would 
remember, that althoughall the Articles 
of the Catholique Faith are plaine, and 
Hadpicuces (as written in Gods Word 
with capitall Letters, ſo that he that run- 
neth may read them) yet what thence is 
extracted by the chymiſtry of mans un- 
derſtanding, are diyers, and of different 
kinds, moſt of them ſo obſcure , that 
they eſcape the eyes of the moſt ſharpe 
ſighted Divines. We muſt therefore 
confidently leane with all our ;weight 
on what the Scriptures have decided ; 
but not lay ſo mach ſtreſſe on the conſe- 
quences of our own deduction, * L«- 
ther ſaid well out of eAmbroſe, eAway 
with Logicians, Where Wee mu#t beleeve 


Diſp.pag. Fiſuermen, For inthe myReries of Faith 


413, & 


C. - Faceſſant. DialeRici, ubi credendum ' eft Piſcatoribus. 


Nam in Myſteriis fidei majeflas materie in AnguFlias ratte= 


225 ſeu ſyllogiſmorum includ: on potcft, 


the 
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the majeſty of the matter will not bee pent 
Within the narrow roome of Reaſon, nor 
come under the roof of $ 'plloj ;/mmes ; wher- 
fore the ſame Luther wiſely admonuh- 
eth us, that in matters ſurmounting the 
capacity of humane Reaſon, we beware 
of Etymologics, Analogies, Conſequen= 
ces and Examples. . 
Alſo the 1mperfe&ion of humane 
knowledge(chiefly when puffed up with 
a falſe opinion that it is perfe& 1n us) 
affords a ncceſlary occaſion of endlefie 
contentions, Weeall only koW in part, 
and in part apprehend Divine matters : 
Wherefore wee ought to conceive that 
we may'as well as qthers be deceived in 
that part, Which we: know not, wherein 
We apprehend uot, If wee wereperfet, 
Good Men could not fallout with good 
Men, but thoſe may , which as yet are 
not perfe&; yea they cannot but fall out, 
except they continually remember'thig 
their imperfe&ion. That therefore theſe 
diſcords may be ayoyded,al ought always 
toremember the Apoſtles admonition : 
Not to think, of themſelves more highly 
than they ought to thinks, but to thinke ſ0- 
berly. To which this js to be added, 


Rom,r2,# 
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CHaP.1, quietly to beare with them who are of 1 


Phil.3,16 


* Auguſt, unto.us by others. * For j 


different opinion from ns, ing day] 

to God, hn he would be Meaſed oy 
veale unto us his truth , as yet not fully 
knowne, Bus in the meane time Whereto 
We have alroady attained, let us walke by 
the ſame ride, and be Well affetted each to 
others, That theſe things are moſt true 
and profitable we cannot deny , which 
bomng granted , why then nevertheleſſc 
are theſe controverſies dayly increaſed ? 
Why do theſe wounds grow more and 
more raw,and bleed a freſh ? If one may 
ſpeak the plaine truth, there is in all mor- 
tall men an inordinate love of themlfelys, 
and of their own inventions,and pleaſing 
coricetts, & this fault cauſeth that we ſee 
not at all the falſhood of thoſe opinions 


 Wwehaveonce entertained, nor vouchſafe 


admittance to the truth which is ſhewed 
ement peri- 


contra Ju- fhebh, When the matter ts paſſed into the af- 


hamm,l.1. 
Perit ſo- 

guiden fie 
diciumpoſt- 
nam Tos 
tranfst tn 


fatta eſt, prevalere wolranus ſententigine = 


# ions, and Wee aefrre that our opi90u 


What ſever it bee, becauſe now it 15 made 
rs, may prevaile. For where this S//- 


ſſubtum ; & noſirem qualenunqite, quiz milra Jam 


love 
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love doth rule, Divines (whatſoever they Cuae.n.: 


pretend) will ſtudy more to tune the 
Scriptures to their opinion, than their 0- 
pinions to the Scripture, and by head and 
lhoulders drag the Fundamentall Artz- 
cles of the Chriſtian Faith,tothe ſuppor- 
ting of their doftrines not Fundamental. 
Tfany could find a cure for this Epidemi- 
call diſcaſe,we ſhould preſently ſee 
controverſics,and all contentions (at ea 
the bitter and hoſtile ones) pacihed and 
hid aſleep. But (what is to be bemoand) 
thoſe Divines, which are - too nuch 
drawnaway with Selfc-love, are by the 
breath of popular applzuſe, and dcefire of 
yaine-gelory driven | farther than they 
themſclves at firſt intended,or thought it 
ever poſſible, For men troubled with 
this evill,will trouble all things, humane, 
and Divine, rather than they will cory 
feſſe themſelves deceived , or weary of 
thefight, or overcome by their Adverſa- 
ries. Yea,except they may conquer, and 
carry the adverie party captive before 
their Triumphant Chariot, they arede- 
termined continually to claſh the Pro- 
teſtant Churches together with deadly 
diſcords, I amnot ignorant that all pre- 
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xors thereo 


| Cnae.r, ' tend thedeſireof truth, and GodsGlor 


ry , but that too many continue theſe 
contentions for the love of vaine-glory, 
would I might deny it, and at the ſame 
time ſpeak truth, Surely *tis ſcarce to 
be beleeved, that thoſe who mult needs 
know what dammage States,Churches, 
and Mens foules ( bought with Chriſts 
etious bloud ) receive from theſe dit- 
entions betwixt Proteſtants, can in the 
midſt of theſe contentions have their 
eyes only faſtned on the glory of God. 
Wherefore let the hot diſputants on ci- 
ther ſide examine their owne Conſci- 
ences, whether they perpetuate theſe 
Controverſies and Diſcords of the 
Churches, that God may loſe no ho- 
nour, or rather that there be not wan- 
ting an apt and laſting matter to their 
own vaine-glory, Other occaſions, and 
cauſes of theſe difſentions, we have no 
leaſure to recite; but of one wee 
muſt more largely dilate , which hath 
made theſe Controvertics as it were he- 
reditary,and will make them evcrlaſting, 
except God pitying - the Proteſtant 
Churches, put new minds into the Pa- 
1 For this opinion bathpor 
TI c 
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ſefſed the minds of many pious and lear< 
ned Divines, that the matters contro 
verted betwixt Proteſtants are of ſuch 
moment,that ſuch as are found erroneous 
therein, are thereby convicted, to ſhake, 

ca to overturne the very Foundations 
of the Catholique Faith, and mans Sal- 
vation. , Hence whilſt both partyes are 
fully perſwaded that the truth ſtands on 
their ſide;they muſt alſo perſwade them- 
ſelves, that their Adverſaries lay at, and 
looſen the Foundations of the Chriſtian 
Faith. What therefore Zonah once ſaid 
unto God, that he did well to be angry, 
even unto death for his Gourd , which 
was cut down, theſe men uſe to fay, that 
they do well to contend to death with 
their Proteſtant enemies, for overthrow- 
ing (as they conceive)the foundations of 
mans Salvation. No wonder then if pi- 
ous men ſcaſoned with this Opinion, of 
teſt ſuch men ſo farre, as to entertaine 
no peace, or brotherly Communion 
with them, Seeing- therefore this 
is juſtly counted the principall cauſe 
of this long diſſention , let- us a 
while withdraw the eyes of our mind 
from received opinivns , and with 
peac- 


CHaP.i. 


lonah 4.9 


— — 


12 An Exhortationto 


Cnae 2- peaccable. affections enquire concerning 
the Foundation, and what is Funda- 
mentall, 


Crap. IL 


Of the ſignification of theſe Words Foun-= 
dation aud Fundamentall, which ofter 
offer themſelves in thus diſcourſe, 


H E that will not erre in the know- 
ledge of things themſelves, muſt 

in from the expounding of words. 
In Cratylo. For rightly Plato, Whoſoever knowes 


A 


"Ocav 74 jy, Names, will alſo kyoW the Things. 


; _ Feandation therefore is a metaphoricall 

Tex, 74 terme borowed from builders, and ſig- 

o»g&/4/s, nifies the whole ground-work of the 

building placed in the bottom which 

_ the ſtructure, and which being 

en away, the edifice tumbles downe 
and is ſhattered into pieces. 

Foraſmuch therefore as the Church 
Pſal. 122, igcalled the (5tyof God, the Houſe of the 
*K47- Cord, itmult have ſome gs >" 

ES which 
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which whillt it Icanes, and relyes, it re- Caav.r. 


maineth fafe and ſound ; from which 
if it giveth off and ſtarteth aſide, it pre= 
ſently periſheth , and is brought to no- 
thing. It is plaine therefore,that whullt 
we ſpeake of the Church founded by 
God, that hath the name and nature of a 
Foundation, by whuch all the parts ther- 
of are ſupported, andfrom which they 
borrow both their ſtrength and fafety. 
And as in ſome great Zdifice, the {eve- 
rall parts haye not all the ſame ſtrength, 
& beauty,yea ſome fomtimes,may ſeera 
ſomewhat more inclined to fall, which 
as yet ſtand, and ſtick to the foundation: 
So in this far ſtretched building, which 
w call the any 5 and Kong of God ; 
ere Þ great difference of particular 
Clunles For ſotne- are fairer' and 
firmer than the reſt, becauſe better: and 
neerer joyned to the Foundation, .0+ 
thers, ſongewhat ruinous , and ſhaken, 
becauſe not fo well faſtened to the foun- 
dation, yet all, which are not-as yet 
pris off from the foundation, are fu- 
aimed by the ftrength , and benefit 
tereof;and axe continued to the firmer, 
and fairer parts of the building. 
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Hence it is plaine, when weſpeak of 
the Churches, what a kind of thing that 
is, which challengeth to it ſelf the name 
of a Foundation, Let us ſee now, retai- 
ning ſtill the former Metaphor , what 
manner of things they be which we uſe 
to call Fundamentall, for this 1s the word 
that hath made ſo much work for our 
Divines, and hindered them in the ad- 
vancing of the whole buſinefle of the 
thcation; 

But firſt of all, here we muſt obſerye, 
that a materiall Edifice, built af Wood 
and Stone, is founded nothing like unto 
a Spirituall Building , whoſe ſtruqure 
conſiſts of Living Trees, and Stones,that 
is, of Men enjoying the uſe of their 
Reaſon and Will. For in this Quick and 
Lively Building,nothing either hath due 
conjoyning with , or receiveth any 
ſtrength from the Fomndarion, except it 
be coupled thereunto by the Act of the 
Reaſon, and Knowledge, and by the 
A of the wil cleave falt toit,& obey it. 
Thoſe things therfore are tnily counted 
and called Fandamentall, which being 


| known, Chriſtians may have a ſaving 


conjundtion with their Foxndation , 
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which they cannot have, if the fame Cnar.z, 


things be not known z or not beleeved. 
In like manner if we conſider the 37:11; 
thoſe ought to be called prafticall Fxr- 
damentals, by the obſervation, and doing 
whereof, we may remaine joyned to our 
Foundation, but may hot if we diſpiſe;or 
negle& them. And let the K nowledge of 
C Þriffians be never ſo imperfett , yet if 
they know and beleeve theſe Fundamen« 
zals, they ſhallnot be parted from the 
Foundation, for the defets of their Uns 
derſtanding. Let the righteouſnes of Chri- 
ftrans be never ſoimperfe(t, yet if they do 
theſe practicall Fundamentals, they ſhall 
not be ſeparated from the Foundation, 
for the defeRts of their good will, It bein, 
therefore a matter of fuch moment with 
God himfelfyto be joynted and joynedto 
our Foundation, that to all fach, life, and 
eternal Salvation is promiled,let us be ve» 
ry wary , how raſhly we cut off, either 
"nas Churches , or private Men; 
rom this ConjunRtion, and by the ſame 
verdi& caſt them from all hope of life 
and happineſle. | 
But becauſe beſides theſe Metaphoris 
call words of Fowndationand F er 
PR | tall, 
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CnaP.2. * tall, ſometimes other termes are uſed ha- 


ving the fame force, and intimating alſo 
the ſame dependancy of the Church on 
another, of them alſo briefly, What 
therefore is called the Fonndation of the 
Church, when it is compared to a Build- 
ing ; when 1t 1s likened toa Man, is ter- 
med the Head ; when reſembled to a 
Tree, ſtiled the Root. It is called an 
Head , becauſe it maintaineth the mem- 
bers united unto it , ceaſing not to con- 
vey ſpirituall ſtrength,and life ntothem. 
In the fame ſenſe, it is named a Root,be- 
cauſe it ſpouteth a vitall Sap into all the 
Boughs and Sprigs ingrafted init. As 
therefore thoſe are counted Fundamental 
Dodtines, which are ſufficiently efte- 
uall, and abſolutely neceſſary to joyne 
Chriſtians to their Foundation ; fo may 
they alſo be called Capitall, or Radicall 
Articles, which being known and be- 
leeved by any Members of the Myſticall 
Body ; they may be united to their 
Quickning Head , and any of the 
Branches may rely upon that Roote of 
theirs, which conveycth Life unto them, 
and ſtick faſt tothe ſame. 

Moreover , as every thing is ny 
calls 


—- 


called the Foundation ; which is uſefully Cn4?-2+ 
imployed about the building , but.only 
that, which is ſo underlaid beneath the 
building; that without it , it cannot be 
ſupported +.but may ſtand ſtrongly ; if 
coupled and conjoyned with it :. So all 
Dodtrines profitable for the furth 
of cdification are not properly term 
Fundamentall, but only thoſe whichare 
ſo neceſfary to be known; that without 
them, there is no coupling of the build- 
ing to the Foundation, with thema fa- 
ring conjun&ion may be had, though 
ſomethings be wanting , which are re- 
quifite to the perfe&ing of the Know- 
| ledge of a Chriſtian, 
| Laſtly; letus acknowledge with the 2 Tim. 3: 
Apoſtle, all Scripture to be profitable for "5: 
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7 Doftrine, for Reproofe, for Corretion, 
| for Inſtrution of all Chriſtians in 
, Rightcouſneſſe,, Godlineſle and Truth ; 
] bat we do not call all propoſitions foun- 
r ded in Scripture Fandamentall DoQtins, 
jp becauſe the nature of the thing ; and the 
f propriety of the Metaphor doth forbid 
VI it. The folly of T anzer 1n alike caſe was 

| hughed atby all, when in Conference 
y at Ratibone he feircely maintainedt,hat 


d B 2 what 
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whatſoever is affirmed in the .Sctipture 
isan Article of the Chriſtian Faith , as 


for example, that 7 obiah had a Dog. 


But leaſt we ſhould ſtay longer than 


it is meet, in handling the bare ſ1gnifica- 
tion of words , be this ſetled and reſol- 
yedon, that the names of: Foxnaation 
and Fundamentall, agree only.to thoſe 
things, which in reference to what is 
founded on them, are of abſolute neceſ\- 
ſity and power to tring unto-Salvation. 


2 
I find amongſt | 


[-T; 


Divines in this | 
Senſe, a three-4g 


Foundation. 


fold acception of | 


| 
| 
All the 


Perſonall Foundation of the 
Church, and this only one, 
properly ſo called. 


. CMainiſteriall Foundations of 


Churches, {lo termed,but not 
in the fame Propriety of 
Language. 


3- Doftrinall Foundations, ju- 


ſtly ſo called, as deſerving 
that honorable ſtile, not by 
the Opinion of a few Di- 
vines,but the conſtant Judg- 
ment of the | Catholique 
Church. 
difference betwixt the Re- 
To formed 
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ter : yet can it not eaſily be compoſed, 
except we diſcourſe 'of all three. So 
much of thenotion and nſe of the words: 
we come.now to handle them ſeverally 
in order. | 


6 EE —_—_—_ 


Cray. III, 


Of the only Perfonall Foundation of the 
Charch , (brit Feſus God and Man, 
IMediator betwixt God and Men, and 
of the true conjunttion With him, | 


"D Hz moſt wiſeGod,and moſt loving 

2. towards mankind , was pleaſed to 
found a Church , whichThould endure 
for ever, and prevaile againſt the Gates 
of Hell. Now fuch a Church conld not 
be, except itſtood on a ſolid and eternall 


Foundation, which might not be forced - 


by any ſtrength,or fouridred by Engines; 
God therefore , thought fit to lay no 0- 
ther Foundation than Jeſus Chriſt, the 


etermll Son,of an eternal Father, whom 


he ſent into the World ,' that every one 
which beleeveth on him, might not he bas 
B 3 


have 


farmed” Churches is about the two la- CHa?-3; 
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Cur. 3. have ever laſting life, The prophets and 
Apoſtles witneſſe with a joynt conſent, 
Him alone to be the Perſonall Foundati- 
Plrzs. ON of the Church, Hence David cal- 
|” Þv leth Him the corner Stone : Eſaiah ter- 
|  KHſay.za3. meth Him 4 tryed Stone , Precious, and 


_. placed in the foundation of Zion, Thu uu 
AQ-4-M> the Stone, ſet at nought KL the Builders, 
x Cor.z, Which # become the Head of the (orner, 
x1, nevther is there Salvation in any other. O- 
| ther foundation can no man lay,than that 1s 
laid, which # feſas Chrift, 


Now what hath been ſaid of this one 
I only Foundation, ought alſo to be under- 
| ſtood of the one only Head, Husband, 
| Root of the Church, and alſo of all o- 
ther Metaphorical Titles, which import 
the ame dignity of Chriſt, & the Chur- 
ches fame dependancy on him, For 
Chriſt God and man, 1s the only quick- 
ning and ang Hens of Yy oy aan 
| a 14 frommhom the whole Bogy 1s fitly joynes 
| Ep IF _ and compatted y He ': the "ly 
|' TJoh.3.29. Bridegrom of the Church who hath the 
| 


|| Hof2:20. 3,34, andhatheſpouſed herto himlclf, 
| "P325-2%- thathe might Eternally preſerve, that 1s, 
| that he may fanfic her .in this World, 
Il and preſent her glorious in that which is 
h ER fs to 
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to come. Laſtly,heis the heavenly root of Cxav. "4 
the Church,in wham whoſoever are r00- Col. 2.7, 


red, ſpring by eyncs Heaven and ſhall 
continually flouriſh 1n Heaven. 

This Perſonall prerogative is fo pro- 
perly inveſted in Chriſt God and man, 
that it can agree to no other. Not to 
Angels, becauſe they want that confor- 
mity of Nature, which ought to be be- 
twixt the Foundation and things 
founded in it, the Head and the Mem- 
bers joyned unto it, the Husband and 
Wife coupled to him in lawfull mar- 
riage. Not toa bare man, becauſe no 
mortall, by reaſon of the corruption and 
weakneſs of humane Nature can poſſt- 
bly performe the office of a Faxndation, 
Head, S ,m upholding, quickening, 
and preſerving of the Church. Not to 
God himſelfe conſidered alone in the 
dreadfull nature of his Divine Majeſtie. 
For. though we acknowledge God the 
founder of the Church, we {till want a 

Foundation, to which weneed not feare 
to approach, draw neare, to come,and as 
it were to glue our ſelves. But the Maje= 
ſty of God confideredin it felfe, is not 


only 4 light not to be approached unto, bat. 


B 4 alſo 
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Cuar,;. alfort a conſuming fire , and What mortall 
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f{oh.1.14, 


mas can dwell With a devouring fire? We 
cannot therefore have in, or under Hea- 


ven, any other perſonall Foundation, by 


the Mediation whereof, we may be re- 
conciled and united to God , fave only 
the Word, fade Man, full of Grace and 
Truth, 

- Bntto what purpoſe is this diſpute a- 
bout a matter ſo plaine,and granted of all 
Proteſtants? Namely , that it may 
hence appeare, that other Churches ne1- 
ther may, nor ought to renounee bro- 
therly Communion with thoſe particu- 
kr Churches, which retaine a faving 
conjundion with this Foundation. We 
wonder not that the Papiſts , who be- 
ſides Chriſt himſelf make another perſo- 
nall Foundation, another Head, another 
Husband of the Church, cut and caſt off 
all Churches, though firmely and faltly 
ſacking to Chriſt, which cleave not to 
the Pope of Romegas to their Foundation, 
Head & Husband.Nor care we for their 
falſe clamours , whereby they think to 
affright the Churches of Chriſt, 

' If ye be fonnded upon the Rock of Rome 


je be Going and pretions ſtones, if not, only 


ſpongy 
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ſpongy and hollow ones, If ye acknowledge Guaxv. 3. 
the Pope of Rome Head of the ('hurches, 
Je are the true and living members of the 
holy C atholique Church; if otherWiſe, ye 
are dead and rotten carkaſſes of Chnrches, 
Laitly if ye imbrace the Pope for ” wa 


Husband , ye are chaſ> and true-borue 
(hurches , if otherwiſe, ye are adulterous 
and to be accurſed to the pit of Hell, So the 
Romaniſts, We can patiently take 


theſe taunts and wrongs from their 


hands, wha dreame that our Churches 
are rent from the true Foundation, be- 
cauſe they refuſe to joyne with a falſe. 
But verily if any Proteſtant Church, 
which dares not deny, but that another 
is built on Chriſt, ſhould dare notwith- 
ſtanding to cut the ſame off, as a rotten 
member, and caſt it off from all brother- 
ly Communion ; this were to offer an 
affront to Chriſt himſelfe, and to do an 
jury to the Brethren, both of usand 
Chriſt, | 
That therefore we may know, with 
what Churches it' is meet for us to re- 


\ taine Brotherly Communion, we ought 


to know what- Churches are to be ac- 
counted to have and to holdtruc and {a- 
ving 
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Cxay.z. ving Union with this their Foundation; 
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We deny not , but that amongſt . the 
Churches which cleave to this only 
Fqundation,ſome may be faſtened firmer 
and nearer than others, amongſt the 
Churches quickened by this Head and 
Root ; ſome may draw more plentiful 
ſenſe my than others: but we ought 
not , becauſe of the ſeyerall degrees of 
Knowledge and Grace, to ſeparate our 
ſelves from Brotherly Communion with 
thoſe whom we may,and ought to hope, 
as yet to remaine conjoyned with their 
faving Foundation. 

As touching ſingle Perſons, God alone 
who l{earcheth theHeart,can know who 
have an inward, ſpirituall and lively con- 
jun&ion with this faving Foundation, 
But concerning whole Churches, (o 
far as it is lawfull for men to know and 
judge ) whether or no they be ſavingly 
coupled to the Foundation, it may be 
yudged and determined by the works, 
which can and uſe dayly to be exerciſed 
by them. For thoſe Churches, wherin 
thoſe Ads are performed, whereby men 

my be united to Chriſt, remaine in him, 
2nd by him be brought toctermall life, 


none 


& 
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none canaffirme, or will imagine that Cn. z. 
q ſach are eſtranged or plackt afunder, 
' ÞF fromthis the only Foundation of mans 
' | Sahation. 
k That we may now begin from In- 
| 2? fants. Inall Reformed Churches, Ba- 
| © ptiſme is adminiſtred in the Name of 
the moſt holy Trinity, by benefit wher- 
of ſuch are grafted into Chriſt,and right- 
| ly coupled to this their Foundation. For 
as for theſe Infants who cannot by 
A& of their own, apply themſelves to 
- the Foundation, the holy Spirit youch- 
fafeth by the Laver of Regeneration, to 
| frame, 8 apply the Foundatiqn to then 
' But of thoſe who are capable of Reaſon, 
and can uſe the Freedome of their own 
will, *tis expefed and required from 
them, that they bring divers Ads , both 
of their Underſtanding, and Will to the 
making and keeping of their due Union 
with Chriſt. Amongſt which theſe 
\  foure are accounted the Principall, to 
wn all others may caſily bee redu- 
_ | 
} FHEirſt, onthepartof the Underſtand» 
* Ing, thereis required an Ae of knowi 
all thoſe things concerning God , 
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3 Chriſt, without which no ſaving Union { 
can be eſtabliſhed betwyixt us,and Chriſt, 
nor free Reconciliation betwixt us, and 


God the Father. To which purpoſe 
thoſe words of our Saviour ſeem to tend, 
T his ut eternal Life,that they might knovv 
thee the only true God, and Feſus Chrifl 
whons thou haFt (ſent. If there be any 
Congregations of men, which as yet 
have not attained to this meaſure of fa- 
ving Knowledge, we confeſſe ſuch to be 


alienated from the life of God, through the | 


Tponorance that 14 in them, and that becauſe 

the blindueſſe of their hearts, as we are 
taught by the Apoſtle, But there is none 
of the Proteſtant Churches blinded with 
fach dark Ignorance , but that the Chri- 
ſtians therein may know God and Chriſt 
fo far as is ſufficient to Salvation, if they 
_ to the Truth Preached amongſt 
TEM, 


, beſides this ſpeculative 


Rnowledge of God and Chriſt, there is 
alfo required ant At of beleeving, that is, 
Practically with Aſſurance to _ 
Chinſt wo ir pt We grant there- 
fore, that Churches , or Compx 
pics of men, met in one body of a Con- 

: gre- 
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Hpapaarn:” 7 + | 
| gregation,however they my put on;and CBAP. 3. 
, hrilt1 


retend the Name of Chriltian, yet to 
wo no entercourſe , nor ſociety with 


} Chriſt the Foundation, amongſt whom, 


Chriſt is not ſopreached, nor acknow- 
ledged, that men may rely on him with 
 alively and juſtifying Faith, Such are 
thoſe, which diflolve the Hypoſtaticall 
Union: of two Natures in Chriſt the 
Mediatour, without which we can nei- 


ther have nor hope fora ſaving conjun- 
on with Chriſt, and God the Father. 


+ Burt in all the Reformed Churches, 


Chriſt, God and Man, is ſo Preached,that 
there is no doubt to be made, butnumber- 
lefle ſoules embracehim,with a true,live< 
ly,and juſtifying Faith.They are therfore, 
and doretmaine conjoyned to this Foun- 
dation, under that very formall corice- 
ption, wherein Chriſt the Foundation 
of mans Salvation may bee conjoyned to 
men , to conferre Grace, and Life up- 
on them. EET! 

Thirdly, on the part of the Will, it is 
; required of all that would not be parted 
| from' this their Foundation , thatthey 


| pradife a dayly exerciſe of Repentance, 
without which it muſt 'ncedes come to 


paſla 
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—_—_— paſſe that our dayly fins muſt divide, al | 


ſeparate us from God and Chriſt, to our 
eternall deſtra&ion. On the other ſide, 4 
where this conltant pratice of Repen- \ 
tance comes bet wixt, we remaine foun- .* 
ded in Chriſt, reconciled to God, and or- Y 
dained to happineſſe; . Wherefore in 
what Church ſoever the Goſpell is fo 
preached ; and the Foundation of mans 
Salvation is ſo ſetled and eſtabliſhed;that 
it is to be hoped that Chriſtians taught 
by it, and living in it, by beleeving, and 
repenting, may obtaine forgiveneſſeof 
their fins and everlaſting life'2 we ought | 
to pronounce , and conceive of that 


Church, that it1s truly conjoyned, and 


remaines firmly coupled to Chriſt, the 


Author, Fountaine, and Foundation of ' 


Grace and Salvation, | 
Fourthly , beſides. this Practice. of 
Repentance, that this our conjun&ion 
with the foundation may be the more | 
ſare and evident, the unteigned deſire, | 
and endeavour of Obedience; and a new ' 
Life , flowing from Faith and Love of | 
Chriſt, isrequired, If the A& of Obey- | 
ing be wanting , there wants the AQ of Þ © 
Bolecving,and Loving, tha wants all | 
| hopa 
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hope of conjoyning ſuch with Chriſt, Cxa?.3s 
For what Chriſt faid , If you love mee loh. 14,15 
keep my Commandements, Was all one as 

if he had faid, If you be conjoyned to 

me, keep my Commandements : Bc- 

cauſe, 1» Chriſt neither (ircumciſion a- Gal.6.15. 


 Þ.: $4.G 


n ' waileth any thing, nor VUncircumciſin, and $0. 
o but Faith which worketh by Love, What 
13 Churches then ſoever of the Proteſtants 
at ſtand in this condition, that men in them 
nt are enlightned to know God,and Chriſt, 
id are firthered to beleeve in him, are tur- 


of nedaway from their fins by the At of 
it | | Repentance, are made ſubje&t to God 
at and his Commandements, by the at of 
1d Loving and Obeying him : No doubt is 
1e tobe made , but that theſe Churches re- 
of ' maine firmely faſtned to their faving 

Foundation, Therefore this ſaving and 
of —undoubted Union of them with Chriſt, 
»n © ought to bring aTyeand a Band of no 


is, mecaneConſequence,'to the binding of 
c, | the AﬀcRtonsofall ReformedChurches 
w | rogether, bes 

of 
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ealled Miniſteriall, andof their O ffice 
and Power, 


A- THOUGH We admowledoe 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
the only perfonall - Foundation of his 
Church, yet do we not deny, but that 
the name Foundation, is 1n a different 
ſenſe aſcribed to others. To whom, in 


what reſpe&, this high Title is . given, 


and what Power and Command they 
have, whoare thus intitled, it muſt be af- 
terwardsenquredinto, 

The name therefore of Foundations is 
ſometimes lent to others|but then always 


ln aleflencd and reſtrained acception- 


For they are called Foundations inno 0- 
ther. right, than becauſe the perſonall 
Foundation is layd by their 'Miniſtery, 
through the preaching of the Goſpel|, 
and by thecontinuation of that preaching 


——— aways kept in the Church. 
.. ... ,. Amongſt theſe Miniſteriall Foundas * 
6! ad tions the Prophets and —_ poſleſle 


*X the 


Of certaine F ounadations , Which uſe to be 


I Prophets, by the Apoſtles, by (lri#t 
\ felf. / c 4 But 
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the vrime place. Hence the wall of the Cnxv.4. 
Heavenly Jeruſalem is faid to have rwelve Rev. 21. 
Foundations, and in them the names of the "+ 


ewelve eApoſiles of the Lambe, Alſo 


Chriſtians are ſaid 'to be bwilt upon the Eph. 2.20, 


Foundation of the «Apoſtles and Prophets. 
In this ſenſe Peter and Pax! and all the 
Apoſtles were Miniſteriall Foundations, 
becanſe all they as wiſe Maſter-builders 
beſtowed theirexcellent paines in laying 
that only Foundation,of which we fpake 
before. Wherefore when the Prophets, 
anJi Apoſtles are adorned withthis hono- 
rable Title, it is rather to be referred to 
their ſaving Do&rin Co Chriſt, 
than to their own particularPerſons. The 

wer of theſe was far greater than 
that of. their ſucceeding Miniſters, be- 
cauſe they were ſo enlightned, and go- 


verned by the holy Spirit,that they could ' 


hot at all ctre, either in Preaching, or 
Writing. - Therefore we ackriowledge 
their Doctrine, as the Do &rine of God 
and Chriſt, certaine,infallible, and whol- 
ly Divine, with Tertullian,that faith , 
T here u no Divine Word but of God.alone, 
Which Word Was thundred both by the 


Lo that his 
booke of 


him- the Sovle. 
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'Buitthe Papiſts to theſe Miniſteriall 
Foundations , endeavour to joyne ano- 


ther, in words calling it a Second, and 


{ubſervient, butin very deed making it a 
Principall, and plainly Divine one, This 
honour the Jeſuites thinke fit to be con- 
ferred on the Pope alone; whom they ſo 
int to be the Second Foundation of 
Cathohke Church, that in the meane 
time they maintaine him to be the only 
Foundation of the Church next unto 
Chriſt. But there isno need to ſpeake 
much of this fading foundation, and pal- 
ſy-(haking head ; the Seriptures being 
filent of any ſuch ſole Miniſteriall foun- 
dation, as the Papilts do faine. Beſides 
all Proteſtant Churches long ſince have 
caſt this filthy Idoll of a ſecondary head 
and foundation with others of the like 
nature tothe Moles and Bats, as fit for 
{o blind companions. We owne no 
power placed 1n thisſecondary fonnda- 
tion of the Papilts , to ſubjedt the Faith 
of Chriſtians unto it, counting thoſe lit- 
tle better than mad , when they write 


and maintaine, T hat the poWer and mfal- 
libility of the Pope of Rome , ts the ſumme 
of Chriftian Religion, and his judgment #: 

ts 
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to bee accounted the ſquare and Rule of Cre 4. 


Faith. 

But leaving the Pope of Rome, lets 
come totheCatholique Church, which 
on a farre better title might challenge 
to her {ſelfe the name of Miniſterial 
Foundation, becauſe the Faith of every 
one may ſeeme in ſome ſort to rely up- 
on her. For inthis even to the end of 
the World that Dofrine ſhall bee kept 
and preached, to which thoſe Chriſti- 
ans which afford beliefe and obedience, 
are rightly joyned to their foundation, 
and in it {hall obtaine eternall Life, To 
this purpoſe that of Pax! to Timothy, is 
often alleadged , where he calleth the 
Church, the Pillar and Ground of T ruth. 
Neither may we doubt , /but that in this 
Holy Catholique Church, (which wee 
beleeyein the Creed) the truth of the 
Goſpel] ever hath and ever will be pre- 
ſerved, ſo farre forth, as it ſhall ſuffice 
for the Salvation of thoſe that beleeye 

it. Therefore to know what hath been 
beleeved, received, and;publiſhed of all 


r Titn, 2; 
I5, 


Chriſtian Churches, always and every -- 


Where, iS to know all thoſe things 


wiuch are lufficient for the gbt . F 


C3 of 
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bf Sabvationin Chriſt the Foundation 


thereof, But 'this Catholique Church 
ſcattered over all the world , is preſen- 
ted, rather to our thind ; than outward. 
ſenfes. Wherefore when we defire to 
heare the voyce of the Catholique 
Church, wee are forced to fly tothe 


Church, whith they calf Repreſenta- 


tive ; that is to ſay, toa Generall Coun= 
cell. Of which Repreſentative Image 


of the Catholique C hurch, and of the 


Miniſteriall power therof we will brief- 


ly diſcourſe, 


That this Repreſentative Charch did 
excellently diſcharge the Office of a 


- Miniſteriall Foundation in Oecumenti- 


call Synods, is witneffed by thoſe foure 
Councils of Nice, Conſtantinople, Ephe- 
ſasand C halcetlon : In whichthe Divi- 
nity of Chriſt againſt e£rins,of the holy 


- Ghoſt, againſt 2{acedonine , the Union 


of two Natures in Chriftagainſt Neſto- 
ris, the diſtintion of two Natttres, a- 
gainſt Extyches , were deQared; deten- 
ded, and eſtabliſhed, In theſe and the 


 fike Comncils, thoſe Dodrines of the 


Chriſtian Fafth, which were there in 


' common handled and diſeuſſed, becauſe 


therein 
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therem all that profeſſed Chriſtianity, C 8 AÞ.4. 


were repreſented, are therefore with 
great reyerence to bee received. For 
It ever belongeth to the Office. and 
lawfull power of this Repreſentative 
Church, to divide and diſtinguiſh Fun- 
damentall DoArines of the Chriſtian 
Faith, from thoſe which were not fun- 
damentall, provided alwayes that they 
paſſed not the bounds ſet by the Apo- 
{tes and Primitive Church, -to multiply 
or diminiſh the Number of theſe Fun« 
damentals,  Forit 1s credjble (what A- 
quinas obſerved) that the Apoſtles and 
others which were nearer to Chriſt, 
hada fuller Knowledge of the myſteries 
of the Faith, than we that are further 
off, which (ajetas in the ſame ee 
confeſſeth to be mol} true, For how: 
ever that the Apoſtles, and the Fathers 
of the Primitiye Church , were nat 


much giyen to controverſall Divinity, 
and diſputing about Queſtions, yet were 


they of all moſt skilfall, in faving , ne- 
ceſſary,and Fundamentall Divinity, 
Fu vt after this ar 
-urch had onge -pabliſhed her peſolu- 
tion founded in Gods Word, of Funda- 
C 3 mentall 


24.24 Da. 


L.AYLT?. 


Reſp .ad &, 


H# Ethortation to 


Gr. 4. mentall Articles, which were Gmply 


neceſſaty to the Salvation of C 

the care and vi alfo lay apon her to 
defend, ferice and fortifie thoſe Articles, 
againſt all fraud,and force of Heretiques. 
For it is the wont of Heretiques, towt- 
dermine the very Foundation of Chri- 
ftian Religion , whillt they retaine the 
words, but deny the matter of the Ar- 
ticles, Thizs the e1rians, in words con- 
feſled Chriſt to be the Son of God, but 
they hatcht a Monſter in their hearts, 
When they would not acknowledge him 
to be coeffentiall to the Father, Hee 1s 
but mocked with a Title, to whom the 
thing ſignified by that Title is de- 
hyed, | 
It waslawfull therefore for the Re- 
preſentative Church (that is for the ge- 
nerall Councell) for the better declaring 
of the trne theaning of an Article, to 
frame ahd fit a new (butapt) terme,and 
to compell Chriſtians to confeſle Chriſts 
Divinity rnder this forme of words, 
Chrift # (oefſentiall with God the Fa- 
ther, Foy t6 be God, athd to be the Son of 
God, though not in ſound,in ſenſe ate the 
fame as to be coe ſſexriall with God, 
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the power of an Occumenicall Synod, 
or repreſentative Church,only to the de- 
claring and defending of Fundamentall 
Articles, ſuch whereof an explicite and 
ckare unfolded Faith muft be had to Sal- 
vation ; but wee confefſe: the ſame alſo 
doth extend roany true dodrines, arid 
profitable for the edification of mens. 
Soules. Yea we conceive this deftnitive 
ſentence of the Church to bee foarmed 
with the ſharp edged ſword of Excom- 
munication, that they may be ſeparated 
from the outward Communion of the 
Catholique Church, which dare ſtub- 
bornly oppoſe their private opinions a« 

inſt her determinations.; Notwith-- 


ding if that where they do crre, bet 


not of the Fundamentall, and abſohnely 
neceſſary Doftrins, we ought not to de- 


{paire, but' that ſome who juthy are cut: 
off from the outward Communis of the 


Church, (God in his mercy pardoning 
their errors, arifing arg Lone 
of their Underſtanding) may ſtill retairi 
an Inward and-faving Communion with 
Jeſus Chriſt, their Foundation. For the 
entWard Excommunication , 11 not # c07- 
| as Rs. 4 


% 
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Cny 4. take, or-nſallble ſrgne of the Arvinls Ex Xe 
Tom. 1.7 Communication, as rightly L wy 


dſp pag. 
374. 


' its kind, and 
Church, ſup 
Dareh, and oghers, which taketheir de- 


- What we have faid'o the? a of a 
Generall Councill; we deſire ſhould alſo 
be underſtood of any Jawfull and free 
Councill, rightly repreſenting the Ca- 
_ ue Church; not of thoſe Councils 

are mecre Vaſlals to the Pope of 
Rome, and repreſent the - Catholique 
Church-in the fame marmer as an Ape 
doth a Man, - © 


- But becauſe it 1s dtogather im 
tocall the Catholique —_—_ 
Council repreſenting Shs whole body, 
reafon of the Popes Tyranny, and 0- 
er hinderances ; let us come: to ex- 
what power particular Churches 
ve inthis matter. 


- Tf therefore the name of Miniſterial 
Foundation doth agree to the Repreſcn- 


tative Church,-' or Generall Councill ; 
. forthe Miniſteriall power it hath in ptr- 
bliſhing, explaining, and defengling that 


Doarine: which j Chriſtians to 
their faving foundation, it agrecth allo in 


ee to ev icular 
= the Enelih. French 


— 


., the funding of all 
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nomination from divets Countries. - For C1? «4: 


what the Catholike Church afſembled in 
a Council,may, and ought to do towards 
iſtians in the fa- 
ving Truth of the Gofpell ; that every 
Particular and Provinciall Church may 
_ ought to do ta thoſe that arcun- 
crit. 
Fromthis Office, the Church of E- 
pbeſas,wherof Timothy was Preſident, is 
called the pillar and ground of Truth, bc- 


cauſe it-is the duty of every Church to 


defend and maintaine the Truth (prea- 
ched by the Apoſtles te the World } 
commending, and explaining the fame 
to the people , and tq unſheath, and 


draw the Sword of Ecelcſiafticall cen- 


own, and not forraig Churches 3 and 
therefore to have no power of. preſcribe 
vg to others, what they mult bclecve, 
S or 


— 
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Luſt, de 
Bapt.cont. 
Donat.lth. 
2.caþ lt, 
Idem ſuper 
geſts ctum 
Emertt, 
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or refaſe ; nmctr leſſe to cut them off 
from the Brotherly Communion which 
they hold with the Catholique Church, 
who either out of conſcience, or igno- 
rance cannot aſlent to their Decrees and 
Determinations, For an Equall hath no 
power over him, which is his Equall, 
Herein the moderation of C'yprias is 
commended, who held communion 
with thoſe Chutches, whom he concei- 
ved to live in a grievous errour. The 
African Churches are commended, for 
their not condemning of any, nor remo- 
ving them from the right of communi- 
on, but continuing in fellowſhip with 
thoſe Churches , which were of a diffe- 
rent opinion, and would not reſt and re- 
ly on their judgement. For no particu- 
Jar Church ought fo far to tender her 
own honor, as thereby to envy , preju- 
dice , or dammagethe unity of. other 


Secondly, we mult obſerve, that par- 
ticular Chnrches (for inſtance, thoſe of 
Savory and SWitzerlaud )may and ought 
to commend the Summe of the Dofrin 
of the Goſpell, which they profeiſe , to 


fach as are ſubje&-to their Miniſtcry: 


which 


=o, —— 
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which abridgement of Dofrine, com- C — 


piled and digeſted into Articles, we uſe 
to call the Confeſſion of the Churches, 
or Articles of Religion, But a ſpecial 


care muſt be had, that in the framing of 


theſe Articles, we infert not into them, 
any thing that is ſubtile, ſuperfluous, and 
litigious. For it is not the part of wiſe 
Dodots, to ſtuffe thoſe things, which 
ſhould further Peace, and the Edificatiort 
of Soules, with that which may trouble 
the Learned,help the Unlearned litthe or 
nothing to Salvation. * For what is this 
ec , than to miniſter to the Learned 
matter of ſtrife, and to thruſt on the 
unlearned, Wind for Milk , and Stones 
for Bread. | Fin IE. 
We ought alfo to have ſome reſpe& 
of neighbouring Churchgs, in theſe our 
Confeſſions, which wee {et forth, and 
nor to affe&t in our Articles, te expoſe to 
the hea of all RO occaſion of 
wrangling may bee given to our neigh- 
bonr , Fro Churches, and matter 
of rejoycing afforded to the Papiſts. 
Theſe inconveniencies might caſily bes 


dvoyded, if it would orice enter into the | 
hearts of Divines, to ſever hard and ob- 


 {eure 


ver, 
Laſtly,when theſe Confeſfionsare or- 
dered in this manner, it is lawfull and 
uſefull for every particularChurch;to cx- 
ercife that Juriſditign over their owne. 
people, which in no cafe, they ought ar 
can uſtrpe over the ſubjeRs of another 
Church. For if their own oppoſe the 
received Dodrine of their Church, cſta- 
bliſhed by publique conſent , they may. 
(both for the errors they ſcatter, and 
for the diſturbance they cauſe in the 
Church) put them aſide from the Com- 
munion of their Church, fo long till 
they leave off to infe@ others, and 
trouble the Churclr with their crrours. 
But- as ſoon as they repent of their cr- 
rors, they are tobe recervedagaine mee 
bes | the 


_ Bratherly,Conimtinios, 43. 


the Boſomne of their Mother, Thus thay « CHAZ 4. 
they deale with their own. But when 
they are to meddle with Churches,not at 
| all ſubordinate vinto them,they may hold 
| Divine concord, and Keepe Gods Peace 
| withthoſe, which think and teach o- 
' therwiſe than themſelves, as we may ſe _ 
I d | pii.72. 
; [rin Cyproay. h | | ad Stepba- 
| It willnot be ftom the matter; after wum,& 7; 
| thisourdiſcourſe of ParticularChurches, ad Zulias 
| toadde ſomething concerning ſome fa- 7: 
nous and eminent Doctors in the fatiic. 
For private Doorsare alſo in their di- 
ſtance,to be actounted Miniſteriall fouri- | 
dations,whoin the maintaining,expoun- 
{ ding, defending, preaching , or wtt- 
* ting the Truth of the Goſpel, have int- 
ployed their conitnendable paines. Ard 
ere amongſt the principall Docouis 
of the Reformed Churches, wee reckon 
thoſe Worthyes, Luther and Philip Me- | 
{anfthonnot fearing to oyne unto them | 
Bucer , Calvine, Martyr, and others ; 
whom we need not to name. But of all- 
theſe, though excllent Divines of aur . | 
Ape, we bught ſo to eltecme; as accoun- - | 
ting them Stars, but not Deities in owr: | 
Ehurches, nor do we reverence them 7% ; 
e 
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Lattan.l1n. 


ftit. lib. 4, 


Cap. 30, 


O7at. 30, 


o 
y 


get Will I nat be called a Panliayn. 
vate Chriſtians can not take this in good 
part,how much cfic is it fitting tonick- 


ophets, and Apoſtles inſpired by 
God, but value them,as godly Men,wor- 
thily learned, and raiſed up by God for 


the generall good of the Church, with- | 


all confeſſing them to bee but ordinary 


Miniſters , and fubje& to their mi- | 


ſtakes. 


Beſides, we muſt beware that we do | 


not ſuffer the Churches themſclves,to be 


firnamed by Epithets from theſe famous || 


Men, For to put off the Name of Chrift, 
and to put 01, and weare humane and out- 
ward names, i far from ( hriftiavs, and 
moſt tires # the facll of endleſſe diſſention. 
That therefore of Nazianzeys ought 
wonderfully to pleaſe all prudent and pi- 
ous Chriſtians. reverence Peter, yet Will 
I not be called a Petriau; I honour Paul, 
If pri- 


name a whole Church from a ſingle 

man? _ VN 
Laſt of allT may adde this concerning 
private Doctors. It is a moſt injurious 
ng; that a whole Church ſhould be in- 
dited guilty of the errors of that Doctor, 
whatlpever hee becy which hath or dot! 
FEES ule 


| 
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appeare, that that Church by their 
publique aſſent doth approve and main= 
tain his errors. But where 1s there one 
of -an hundred amongſt common Chri- 
Rians,who ſo ſearches the books of their 
Doors, that he giveth his conſent to all 
their Opinions? Yea,where is there one 
amonglt thole Docours themſelves, 
which doth not from his whole heart 
abhorre ſuch errors, when his adverſaries 
charge him with them ? Laſtly,where is 
there one to be found amonglt the Lears 
ned 1n any Church,who hath ſo ſworne 
to defend the words of Luther, or Cal- 
vin,or any other writer,but that he thinks 


1t lawfull to depart from them, where 


they depart from the Truth?Now feel 


- It is manifelt theſe things are fo, if theſe 
which weecall Miniſteriall Fundamen- 


taks,ſometime in ſome things do ſhake,or 
ftagger, we muſt not pin their Perſonall 
errors upon the whole Church. For the 


Church properly {6 called, doth not allow 


uſe his Miniſtery therein, unlefſe it doth Cnar.4 


Apnd » 
Luth.Tom. 


whatſoever ill Doftowrs aningled in the 1 iſp, de 


Charch do altow , as rightly Melanfthon, 


to which we adde, neither cyery thi 
. Which good Dactars have taught ill. 
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of the Dottrinall Foundations of the 


Chriftian Faith in Generall, and how 
farre they are to bee belecved wnder the 
heceſſity of Salvation. 


Hz Dodtrine of the Holy Scriptursz 

& contained in the Books of the Pro- 
phets, Evangeliſts, and Apoſtles , is that 
Foundation , on which alone the Faith 
of Chriſtians may ſafely rely,” becauſe of 
the moſt certaine authorſty of God re- 
vealing it. Nor muſt we give eare to the 


Papiſts when they objeR : whence know 


ou thoſe Books to have been given to man- 
kind by the Spirit of he moſt true God ? 
If God as yet hath not perſwaded me in this 
point, he hath not as yet perſWaded me that 
Tam a (hriftian: For the Will of God 
hath commended the Scriptures unto u1,to 
be the Foundation and Pillar of or Faith. 


Tf the Romaniſts' will give nocredence, 


neither to eLwoxnftine nor Irenews, they 
ought notwithſtanding undoubtedly to 
belecve Peter, who Glleth the voyce'of 
tho Scriptures, vojee were ſire than 7h 
ic 


e 
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which -came. down from Heaven , and not 
bronght by the will of man, but holy men of 
God ſpake it , as they were moved by the 
holy Ghoſt. Therefore the holy Scn- 
pture ſo propoundeth the foundations of 
our Faith; and faſtens the Rule of our 
Dodtrine , that the Faith of Chriſtians 
only trufteth and repoſeth it ſelfe on 
thoſe Revelations, which are contamed 
in the canonicall Books, I will fay no- 
thing againſt that fantaltick umaginary 
Doftrinall foundation, which the Papilſts 
triflingly defed,to be ina word not writ 
ten, and couched in the privy cabinet of 
the Popes brealt ; becauſe I conceive {o 
profaneand grofle anerror;ina matter of 
{o great momentamongſt wel inſtructed 
Chriſtians isnot worthyof a confutation; 
He that ſeeks for the Doarine of Salya- 
tion, and Eternall Life out of the Scri- 
ptures, ſhall find it no ſooner than if hee 


looked for the Tree of Knowledge and 


But although wee ſtraitly maintain - 


that no fundamentall Dodrine of Faith, 
is to bee ſought for out of the Bookes of - 
the Old;and New Teſtament ; yet wee 
do not defend. that allthings contained 
- D un 


An Exhortttion to 


in theſc books are fundamentall points,fo 
neceſſary to be known and beleeved,that 
it any of theſe be unknown, or denyed of 
any, we {ſhould preſently adjudge them 
to have falne off trom the foundation of 
Salvation, Many things in the Books of 
both Teftaments are Hiſtoricall ; ſome 
things are dogmaticall , which are truly 
affirmed, and profitably placed there, and 
yet are accounted not to come into the 
Number of Fiindamentall points. Num- 


. berlefſethings there are, which by true & 


firme conſequence may be dediicedout of 
the Scriptures, and yet mount not up to 
this high pitch of honour. Therefore 
thoſe things only are to be ſet apart, and 
owned for Fundamentals, without the 
plaine, and explicite Knowledge where- 
of, none can be faved;8& in whichas well 
Negative infidelity , not at all to know 
them,as poſitive infidelity,to refuleto be- 
keve them doth condemn.Now ſuch are 
all tHoſe things without web we cannet- 
ther ſavingly belceve in Chriſt,nor right- 
ly call upon God in Chriſt, and worlhip 

him to the obtaining of eternall Lite ; 1n 

a word, without which Chriſttans can 

neither have pious affeRions towards 

God, nor exctciſe the Religious Ats of 
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Faith, Hope,and Charity,being abſolutly Cnav.s, 


neceſlary to Salvation, 

Theſe two things beene yeelded, and 
granted, that our Faith is tq truſt on the 
Scriptures alone, and that all,& every one 
of thoſe things which may beſeen in the 
large proſpett of the Scriptures, are not 
to bee ranked with Fundamentals ; this 
is to be added in the third place, that our 
Faith is ſo fubje&; and tyed tothe whole 
word of God, that every one is bound ta 
embrace every Truth which hee ſees re- 
vealed in the holy Scriptures, or duly de- 
rived from them. For although, out of 
the nature or matter of a Propoſition we 
are not bound and obliged to belceve,and 
know it ; under the perill of lofle of E- 
ternall Life: Yet notwithſtanding be- 
cauſe of the authority of the revealer, ſo 
oft as it ſhall appeare unto us, that ſuch a 
propoſition is revealed 1n Scripture, we 


are bound not torefuſe it. For whatſo- 


ever he ſhould pretend on the contrary, 
who at his pleaſure ſhall trample on a 
propoſition which he underſtands to bee 
founded on'the Scripture ; he is to be ac- 
counted one that gives not that belcefe 


which he ought to any propoſition. For, 
D 2 In-x 
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CaaP.5. Inſtance fake : That Chriſt bGodand 


Man, 1s a plaine Fundamentall Ar- 
ficle, which if not at all beleeved,we can 
neither beleeve in Chriſt himſelfe, nor ſo 
worſhip God, as to be reſtored into his 
favour, and admitted into his Kingdom : 
But many things are expreſly mentioned 
in Scripture of this Chriſt himſelfe In- 
carnated, which are not Fundamental ; 
alſo many things may bee deduced from 
this Fundamentall Article, (briſ# #5 God 
and Man, which are not to be reckoned 
as Fundamentals. If notwithſtanding 
they be perceived, and underſtood to bee 
placed in;or duly deduced from the Scri- 
ptures, hee contemnes God ſpeaking in 
the Scriptures, who beleeves not ſuch 
Propoſitions. But as often as it ſhall 
happen,not out of the perverſneſle of the 
Wil, brit weaknefle of the Judgement, 
that he, being deceived with an Imagi- 
nation , that Truth and Piety are on his 
ſide , ſhall affirme or deny any thing re- 
ugnant to the Scriptures, even in thoſe 
his Tenets, which thorough his Igno- 
rancearenot Catholique; his heart and 
mind notwithſtanding is Catholique, 


becauſe it is prepared for am ns ON 
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better information. Of ſuch therefore C naP.F. 
we may rightly ſay, that they have their Heb.s. 1 4 
Senſes not ſo well exerciſed 1n heavenly Rom. 14-1 


matters, that they are weak and children 
in Faith, that they are not to be taken a- 
long with us to doubtfull Diſputes, but 
we cannot truly call them, forraigners e- 
ſtranged from Chriſt, Apoſtates from the 
Faith, & ſuch as are to be {ep ated from 
Brotherly Communion witi the Godly, 
However therefore let it be taken for 
granted, that the Romiſh Prelats do not 
deny any Fundamentall point, truly and 
properly ſo called : hence notwithſtand- 
ing it appeares , that they both hurt the 
Unity of the Catholique Faith, and hin- 
der the Union of the Catholike Church. 
For what Church focver, ſhall patch 
their qwn uncertain opinions to the fan- 
damentall Articles of the Chriſtian Faith 
mult needs miſhape and deforme the 
body of the Catholique Faith , by joy- 
ning to it ſo many members, both uſeles 
and monſtruous. But as for thoſe whicl1 
uſe the ſame, and inforce them on other 
Churches to be beleeved, under the n -- 
ceſlity of Salyation, it manifeſtly ap- 
pearcs, that they alone are guilty of the 
| D3 rents 


2 


An Exhortation to 


Grav. c. | rents in the Catholique Church. Here- 


in the pride of the Romiſh Church, 
{wels ſo big, that it leavesno room to re- 


_ ccive the Truth: but I hope that all Pro- 


feſtant Churches, will at length conſent 
in this, to renew the Brotherly Com- 
Munion bet wixt them, and not to thruſt 
their private opinions on others. That 
attempt of the Papiſts, to ſhut out all 
from the Catholique Church, and eter- 
nallSalvation,which in all things give not 
their aſſent to the Creed of Trent , ever 
ſeemed to me ſo deſperate and foule, that 
all the water of the Ocean powred upon 
Rome,can not waſh away the ſtaintherof. 
Wee defite that all which wee have 
fpoken be underſtood,of caſting them off 
Gon BratherlyGommunton, who cither 
out of obſtinacy or 1gnorance, contradict 
the Scriptures, in any Principle of Ca- 
tholique Faith, which not at all being 
known,we canneither have Union with 
Chriſt, nor Adoption by him into the 
Son of God ; which, not at all being 
beleeved,we can neither rightly perform 
Gods worſhip, nor from him obtaine E- 
ternall Salvation, Such things arc net- 
ther denied, nor unknown of any, _ 
chal- 
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challenge- to themſelves the name of 
Chriſtians, fave only thoſe , i» whom the 
God of this world hath blinded their mind, 


left the light of the glorious Goſpel of 


Chriſt ſhould ſhine unto them. 

Moreover, neither are the things 
which we haveſaid fo to be taken, as if 
thereby leave and liberty were given to 
Chriſtian people , to ſet up their reſt in 
fundamentals , and to gs no further in 
ſearching the Scriptures , as if it were 
lawfull to Nleight any Doftrine , which 
we confefle not to be fundamentall. Yea 
all Scripture given by Inſpiration of God, 
z profitable for Dothine , fr reproofe, for 
eorrettion, for inſtruttion in righteouſnes. 
We TG eo pmioap endeavour, that the 
TYord of God ma H 512 145 fully in 
all wiſdome , hos we 80 On Fe hillas 
and not always make our abode only in 
Fundamentals. In the words of Saint 
eAugnuſtine, wee thus eall upon all Chri- 
ſtians : Let every one of you gaine to hint- 
ſelfe as much nowleqge f Faith as he 
can ; greater if he deſires more, leſſe if leſſe, 
Jet ſo that he gives not of rom bu journey, 
till he attaine unto perfe ion, JE 

Laſt of all, I would not have theſe 
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things which are ſpoken in general of 
the dodqrinall foundations of the Chri- 
{tian Faith to be ſo underſtood, as if this 
care and duty did not lye upon DoRors, 
and Paſtors to in{tru& their people in e- 
very Doftrine of the Scripture, wherby 
they may bee furthered, and edifyed in 
Faith and Piety: butthat principally they 
urge and inculcate theſe Fundamentals, 
as of principall moment to Salvation. 
This was the judgement of Luther in his 
Preface to the greater Catechi/me,where 
he willingly confefleth himſelfe to be a 
Scholar of the ('atechiſme. Surely great 
is the unhappineſle of Chriſtian people, 
where by reaſonof the noyſe, and over 
much heat of controverſies , they have 
ſcarce leave or leaſure to heare, or thinke 
of the Fundamentall, and faving Dofrin 
of the Scriptures, and not at all to doe 
thoſe deeds moſt necefiarily required by 
Gods Commandements. 

Now as concerning forreigne Chur- 
ches, I deny not,but that other Churches 
may, and ought to copfute their crrors, 
although they contradi& not the Foun- 
dations of the Chriſtian Faith, But /t 
their Erronrs be confuted , and ay the 
4 For 92 4 _— 
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Parties erring be traduced, let the matter CHAP: 


be handled by «Arguments, not by Onut- 
cries, by Reaſons, not by Railing ; nor let 
them contend about Words , xs 3. the di- 
wers ſound of Syllables may be brought to 


_ Spell, and make up the' ſame Senſe, To 


ſhut up all in a word, we muſt ſo diſpute 
of all Points not Fundamentall with the 
Docours of other Churches, that wee 
keep and preſerve our own people ſafe 
and ſound from their Errours , and not 
that wee may render the others odious, 


branding them for obltinate Heretiques. 


Secing 1t 1scaſie to call any man an He- 
retique, but not ſo cafie to compriſe in a 
certaine regular Definition what makes 
an Heretique : Yea (if webelceve Aw- 
guftine) it is a matter of very great diffi 
culty, 
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Cruar. VI, 


Of the notes aud markes Whereby we may 
knoW. that any Point 1 not Funda- 
mentall. 


Ex have ſhowne already that 
vV Fundamentall points have this 
character plainly printed upon them,that 
without the knowledge of them, neither 
Salvation of Chriſtians,nor the Worſhip 
of God can confilt, Now let us adde 
ſome other ſignes and tokens, out of 
which we may ſafely ſet down, that an 
point is not Fundamentall, athough 
ſome urge, and enforce 1t for Funda- 
mentall, and they eſpecially , who have 
long laboured, and {weat ſoundly in the 
maintaining of it. 

. Firſt therefore,that is not Fundamen- 
tall, which was never clearely revealed 
from the beginning,by the Prophets,and 
Apoſtles inſpired from Heaven, to Chri- 
ſtian people, and to Chriſtian Churches, 
founded by them through the wholc 
World, For they had not been pure 
from the blond of them all, if they had 
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 Punned to declare all the Comnſell of God Cunar 6. 


zo all; ſo far forth as it was neceſlary to 
the procuring the Salvation of all by 
Faith in Chriſt Jeſus. And the ſaving 
Truth in ſach neceſſary , and fundamen- 
tall things was ſo revealed by the Apo- 
files, that all might behold it. Go ye #nto 


Mark, 16, 


all the world and preach the Goſpell to e- "5 


very creature : For it is the poWer of God 
2nto Salvation to every one that beleeveth, 
We preach (hriſt, Warning every man 
and teaching every man in all wiſdome,that 
we may preſent every man per fe wn (hriſt 
Feſaus, What therefore in the time of 
the Apoſtles was not declared to all,that 
cannot in our Age begin to bee Funda- 
mentall. Yea, neither the Papiſts them- 
ſelves dare deny this, although they ar- 
rogate to the Pope of Rome , and Ro- 
miſh Church more power, than is meet, 
over the Articles of the Chriftian Faith. 
For (an {ct all thoſe things apart from 
the Doftrines of the Catholique Faith, 
which were not univerſally preached by 
the Apoſtles. How much more then, 
ought they to be ſevered from the Fun- 
damentals ? The fame Author alloweth 
that ſome propoſitions may beo called 
_ m | Truths 
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he thinks not worthy to be called Truths 
of the Catholique Faith, For this name he 
counts pecularly to belong to thoſe Do- 
Arines which ſo nearly concerne the 
Faith, that by removing them Faith it 
ſelfe is taken away. And (ordubato 
the ſame purpoſe ſaith, It & no (athol:que 
Truth, nor u the contrary opinion Hereſie, 
wnleſſe ſuch Truth be revealed, and ge- 
nerally propouyded to all, to be neceſſaril 

beleeved, Laſt of all, Bellarmine hinſalfe 
grants us, T hat thoſe things,Which are ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for all to Salvation, 
Were preached unto all by the eApoſiles 
themſelves, Let this therefore bee the 
firſt ſigne, of a Do&rine not Fundamen- 
tall, that it hath not beene delivered by 
the Apoſtles to all, publiquely, generally 
and plajnely. 

Secondly , that is no Fundamentail 
Point , - which was never admitted 
and held for ſuch in the Primitive 
Church, ſucceeding the Apoltles,and ne- 
ver recommended to all,by generall con- 
ſent of the Catholique Church. For it 
any will maintaine, that the Catholique 


y 


Brotherly Communion. 


59 


of any Fiindamentall Do&trine, he muſt Cuar.6. 


by the ſame reaſon maintaine , that the 
whole Church was ſevered from her 
Foundation, which no man, well in his 
wits, will ever ſuffer to enter into his 
Thoughts. It was well obſerved by the 
right Reverend Arch-biſhop of «£- 
»ach, a man of ſingular Piety, and ſtored 
with the commendation for Learning in 
all kinds. That if at this day, Wee ſhou!d 
put by the points, wherein Chriſtians dif- 
r one from another, and gather into one 
body the reſb of the e Articles wherein they 
generally agree : (which worſhip Chrilt 
God and Man, and acknowledge him for 
their Saviour) We ſhould find that in thoſe 
propoſitions, Which Without all Controver- 
fie are Univerſally received in the (hri- 
ſtian World, ſo much truth us contained,as 
being joyned with holy Obedience, may be 
ſafficient to bring a man unto everlaſting, 
Salvation, Which plainely evince 
that theſc things alone of the common 
Faith, are thoſe, which rightly are cal- 
led Fundamentall : but as for thoſe 
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points, which we ſo dearely priſe, and 


for love of them claſh the Proteſtant 
Churches together, becauſe of the right 


of 
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of neare alliance which they have with 
the Fundamentals, they may ſometimes 
be ranked amongſt true and profitable 
DoRtines, but may not be accounted ab- 
ſolutely necefſary,or Fundamentall. 
Thirdly, it is not a Fundamentall ma- 
xime of the Chriſtian Religion, which 
is ſo handled or propounded, that to con- 
ceive the truth thereof, and to appre- 
a it m_ Faith, we ſtand in need - 
the Wit, and cunning of Logicians , an 
of the abſtracted and end endarion 
of Metaphyſitians. For nothing Were 
more unjuſt, than the Chriſtian Faith, if 
it ſhould only fit and belong to thoſe , Wha 
are Learned and Shil fall in theſe eArts. 
Nothing is more uſuall amongſt Learned 
Men, than in their minds and conceits,to 
abſtra& the manner of things, from the 
things themſelves; nothing more com- 
mon, than to propound the fame ſingle 
numericall thing, tobe conſidered under 
feverall formall differences, and torcare 
and raiſe theſe touring ations, on 
the plaine Doftrines of the Chriſtian 
Faith. Ifany ſuch matter were Funda- | 
mental] , or neceſlary to be: knowne to 
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Salvation of all unlearned People. - But 
we defend with eAuguitine, that the 
Faith of the holy Church s apprehended, 
not by the Reaſon of Diſputation, but the 
Piety of beleeving, otherWiſe none but the 
Philoſophers, fbould ob taine bleſſed happ:- 
zeſſe. Yea, we ſay with the Apoſtle, 
Where is the Wiſe , Where # the Scribe, 
Where # the Diſputer of this World ? &c. 
But God hath choſen the fooliſh things of 
the World, to confound the Wiſe. As if he 
had ſaid , Where art thou O Learned 
man, and skilfull in lofty ſpeculations ? 
Art thou alone mcet to reccive the DNo- 
Arine of Life ? Yea, every one of the 
plaine countrey People is more fit than 
thy ſelfe, and thou altogetheruniit , it 
thou thinkeſt that in thele things, thou 
maylt rely on thy own Art, and witty 
appretienſion,for the way of Salvation is 
not only 4 holy way, but alſo ſo plaine arid 
dirett;that the fooliſh cannot wander in it : 
$0 be it, they ſtick to the Word in the fins- 
plicity of their hearts, As Lu- 
ther well affirmeth, Therefore, fa- 
ving and Findamentall DoAtrines, are 
not to be ſought for, in the dark clouds 
of ipcculation, but in the plaine propoii« 


Long 


CBnae.6, 


_—_ — 


Epiſt.322» 


1 Cor. r. 
20,27, 


Ifa.35.$, 


On ths 
place. 


62 


— — — —  — Cc... 


wHn Exbortation to 


CHAP. 5, 
 —m——__—_ 


24.24 Du, 


2.4e Fide, 
cap. 2, 


tions of the holy Scriptures, to the pre 


cciving whereof, there is more need and 
uſe of Faith , than Art; of an obedient 
Heart; than of a ſubtile and piercing 
Wit. 
Fourthly , as all points juſtly challen- 
ging to themſelves the Title of Funda- 
mentall , are plaine and naked , for the 
manner of their Expreſſion ; ſo ought 
they to be few , and fo framed ; that 
they do not {well to an infinite number; 
ca, that they grow not into ſo great a 
ulk , burthenſome to bee portable in 
the memory of Gods little ones. Hence 
eAquinas cals them the Fir#t things to 
be beleeved , and ſpeciall eArticles of the 
Faith, William Parts termes them the 
Fandatories of Religion. Others ſtile 
them Radicall Truths. But although 
theſe firſt ; Fundatory , and Radicall 
Poqrines of the Chriſtian Religion, 
may beget ,; andbring forth a great, uv- 
certaine , and numerous of-ſpring of 
Conſequences ariſing from, and fol- 
lowing after them z yet it bearcs no pro- 
portion with reaſon , that they inthem- 
ſelves, ſhould bee many , or uncer- 
taine. When therefore wee bchols 
| th 
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that to theſe Firſt cred6bles of the Di- Cn ap.6. 


vine Effence,, and Attributes of the In- 
comprehenſible Trinity ; of the H 

ſatical Union of two Natures in Chriſt, 
of the Comunicationof his Properties, 
and almoſt of every Obje&of Know- 
ledge in Divinity , there is annexed 1o 
great a traine of ſeverall points, as thick 
Volumes are not able to containe them, 
it is moſt certainely ſure that the grea- 
teſt part of them 1s not Fundamentall. 
All Chriſtians ought to heare the Coun- 
{ell of Learned Naxzianzer, Contemplate 
(faith he) o» Divine things , but ſtay ſtil 


Orat, de 
Modeft. 


in the Termes, Speake the Phraſes and obſerv. in 
Language of the Spirit , and if it be poſ- D ſp» 


' . ſible, nothingelſe, Donot thou curiou- 


ſly pry , thorow thoſe narrow rifts into 
the Natmre of the Father , the Eſſence of 
the only begotten Sonne , the Glory of the 
Holy Gho#t , and one God in three Per- 
ſons, Uſe the Words accuFtomed, the reaſon 
.of them belongs to thoſe that are Wiſer 
to inquire, Let it _ thee that thou 
haft the Foundation, and let alone to «Are 
tificers to build thereupon. Would to 
God only Artificers would build upon 
them ; would to God they would not 

m0 MY _ mingle 
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Cuap.6. 


-mingletherr many , and almoſt infinite 


{uperſtrufures , with the few , and 
plaine Fundamentals , to bee embraced 
with equall affections, and to bee re- 
ceived with honour alike. If they en- 
deayour thus todo; yet it becomes all 
pious and prudent Chriſtians to diſcerne 
and make a difference betwixt thoſe 
firſt ; and few things to bee beleeved, 
1mmediately revealed by Chriſt, and 
his Apoſtles, and thoſe numberlefle 


-deduQtions of Divines, which they, ac- 


cording to their ſeyerall minds and 0- 
pinions , ſecke to thruſt , and crowd 
into the fame roome with Funda- 
mentals. 

Fiftly , it is no Fundamentall point, 
which though furbiſhed and attired in 
new termes , 1s not the ſame in effe4, 
with the Dodtrine exprefled in the 
words of the Holy Scripture. For if 
the addition of our new coyned words, 
importeth any thing more than what is 
in the Scripture , this new acceſſion 


- maybee allowed fora conſequent of the 


Fundamentall Doctrine, but it cannot 


: - withthisnew peecce bee arged for a dl- 


re , downeright Fundamentall Po- 
Arine, 
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Arine., Butif thenew word ; or the 
addition therein ; for matter of the 
Senſe of the Propoſition, brings no 
new thing at all , but ſothat under- 
ſtanding the Termes, the effe& of buth 
appeares to bethe fame, then wee. ac- 
knowledge both to bee Fundamentall. 
For the difference of the expreſſion, al- 
ters not the nature of a Fundamentall 


Dofrine , where the eſſence and. 


meaning of the Propoſition , remaines 
the ſame. What wee have ſaid ſome- 
what obſcurely, we will make plaine by 
an example. 

Chriſt is God, and the Sonne of 
God, 

This is a Fundamentall Point, and fo 
alſo is this, | 

Chriſt is coeſfſentiall with God; his e- 
ternall Father, . . 

For although 1n the latter, there isa 
new Terme, yetit addes no new thing, 
nor affirmes any thing , which will 
cauſe the cumberance of a toileſome de- 
duction, to extra it out of the former; 
but whoſoever underſtandeth the termes 
of both , preſently underſtands , that 
they agree ſo well, as in ſenſe they are 
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Cnap. 6. the fame. For no man- of ſound ſenſe 


can have a conceit of diverſe Gods in 
the ſame Eſſence, or ſubſtance, But if 
the NDodrine or Propoſition, deck't in 
forratgn Termes and new language,can- 
not:bee annexed to a plaine on, cleare 
Fundamentall Article , without a buſic 
and artificiall deducing of it,it ought not 
to bee inſerted into the Catalogue of 
Fundamentals. Indeed thoſe which 
petceive the force of the Conſequence, 
or DeduQtion,are bound to afford beliefe 
to ſuch ConſeAaries, But they , to 
whom it doth not ſufficiently appeare; 
that ſuch a Propofition followeth from 
any Fundamentall point , they are not 
bound to embrace 1t for a tried Truth, 
much leſſe for ſuch a Doarine, without 
which no hope isleft to obtaine Salva- 
tion. To conclude ina word ; As of- 
ten as 1t is inquired , whether any Do- 
Arine bee Fundamentall or no; let us 
not give heed to the clamours of Di- 
ſputants, But have recourſe to thoſc 
Notes, which now wee have reckoned 
up. If the Doftrines they preſſe onus; 
bee not clearely recommended by the 
Apoſtles lves to the Catholique 
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Goſpell, if in ſucceeding Ages t 

———_ Univerſally notre” if Fae 
bee not ſuited to the capacity of ſimple 
Chriſtians, but only fitted to the braines 
of Philoſophers, and Logicians, it they 
bee too many , and not compriſed with- 
in certaine bounds : Laſtly , if expref- 
{ed in ſuch formes of Speech , that they 
cannot bee reduced to an _cquivalent 
ſenſe, witha cleare and of all confeſſed 
Fundamentall Article, ſometimes they 
may bee Truthes, but they can never bee 
counted Fundamentals. 
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Of the Summe of Fundamentall points, 

 contninedin the Creed, and.Comman- 
dements, fo farre as Wee ought to 'Be- 
leeve, or Prattiſe. 


M AN y of the Papiſts, and ſomme'of 
ours, when we maintaine that the 
difference betwixt the Reformed Chur- 
ches,is not about Fundarnentals,preſent- 
ly require of us, to bring in a Bill, and 
{et forth an acurats Catalogue of Fun- 
damentals ; ſothat we may hy, ſo many 
Fundamentals there be of the Chriſtian 
Faith, neither more nor lefſe. Wecaſily 
anſwer the Papiſts, that it were } 15cm 

tion in Proteſtants, who confeſle them- 
| Flves ſubjze& to errour, to undertake fo 
hard a Taske : let Papiſts rather addreſſe 
themſelves to the Pope of Rome, who 
alone can ſpeake Oracles, and is faid to 
have all Laws, Humane and Divine,lockt 
up in the Cloſet of his Breſt. 

But if any of our men ſhall earneſtly 

maintaine, that unlefſe this firſt be done, 


ne Bretherly love , can be renewed be- 
twixt 
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” twixt the Proteſtant Churches, let him 


try, (which is ſomewhat more caſie) if 


' hecanbutonly reduce the Propoſitions 
in Controverſie, which he defires ſhould - 


be Fundamental, to a certain and ſtinted 


number. Ifhe ſhrinkes to do this, kt 


him not blame the backwardneſſle of o- 
thers in the fame matter. Although it 
be not hard to ſhow the reaſons, why 


the Fundamental Points, can ſcarce , or. 


not at all, to be brought toa ſet number. 
Firſt of al,thatwhich hinders is this,that 
according to the diverſe conceits of di- 
verſe men, the farmes of Propoſitions 
are altered, and one Divine breaks that 
into two, which another makes up into 
onePropoſitien, Hence of neceſſity muſt 


. ariſe an uncertainty of their number, 


Which wee ſee to have happened in the. 
very Articles of the Creed, which Di- 
vines commonly count tq be twelve,and 
yet ſome reckon them up fourteen, 
What ſhall I fay ? thatas yet, Divinesare 
not well agreedamonegſt themſelves, of 
the very diſtin&ion, of a Fundamentall 
point. Some reſtraine this name to thoſe 
Doctrines alone, which with an expreſle 


Cnar Fo - 


Aguin. ts 


: 2.GUeft. Is 
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Faith, are to be beleeved gf all Chriſtians " 
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Cuar.7. totheobtaining of Salvation and eternal 
life by Chriſt , and this I profefſe tobee ! 
mine opinion, Yet are there ſome moſt | 
lamed and famous Divines, which || 
terme all Propoſittons Fundamental Do- 
Arines, which they themſelves by good, 
ahd ſtrong Conſequence, inferre out of | 
the former Fundamentals, although few |® 
or none bee found in their neighbouring |! 
Churches, who plainely perceive the |! 
Truth of theſe Conſequences. Many |' 
things deterre me from being of this o- |; 
pinion, but this moſt eſpecially, that this || 
would bee a necefſary and everlafting [| 

' . cauſe, of anunneceſlary and everlaſting || 
Rent betwixt the Churches of Chriſt. | 
Laſtly, there never were , nor will bee | 
wanting ſome, who will require that it 
may bee reckoned amongſt the Funda- 
mentals, whatſoever themſelves unlear- 
 nedly and erroneouſly dreame, that they 
have digged and drayyn out of the Word 
ef God. And theſe for the moſt part are 
thoſe hatefull and troubleſome Brawlers, 
who preſently give out the Alarum, that 
the Foundations of Religion are pluckt 


Ka the very roots, if any darc ſhake 


- on 


mm 
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the very nature anddefinitionof a Fun- Cna?.7, 


damentall Doctrine flotes in this man» 
ner, it isno more impoſſible to count 
the waves of the Sea, than it is perciſcly 
to define the ſet, and certaine number of 
Fundamentall Dodrines , cbbing and 
flowing according to mens ſeverall opt- 
nions. 

But leaſt T might ſeeme wholly to * 
wave and decline the marking ont of 
Fundamentall Do&rines, I will ſhew 
plainely what was the epinion bothof 
Ancient and Moderne Divines in this 
matter, by publique producing of ther 

imonies. 

As touching things to be belecved, all 
Foundations of the Chriftian Faith, are 
compriſed in the Apoſtles Creed, nei- 
ther ſhall he, who from his heart profeſ- 
ſeth that he affordeth belicfeto all, and 
every thing therein contained, be defici- 
ent in 97 Boar. (lo farre as concernes 
things to be beleoved) ta the partaking 


of Salyatien in Chriſt, andretaining of 
Communion with the brethren of 
Chriſt. Now let us ſec how honourably 
theancient Fathers did both thinke and 
ſpcake of this Creed. 


Ireners 
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CnaP.7. . . Treners faith, That the Church diſher- 
Lib.r.cap. ſed thoroW the Whole World received this 
233 Faith from the eApoſtles , and carefully 
kept it, fs that by conſent in thu Faith,they 
4 it Were dvell all in one houſe , and have 
one heart. And hee ſheweth that this 
Faith , doth ſaffice fir the Unity of all 
Churches together among ſt themſelves, as 
**he Dutch, Spaniſh , French, Eaſterne, 
Egyptian, Lybian, i» a Word all Chriſtian 
reforms Churches, Tertullian calleth this Creed, 
bilem, lib. the one Rule of Faith, fole, immoveable, 
*: rg. andwhich need not,or may not be altered,or 
_ reformed. Hilary tyred with the con- 
tentions of the eArians, takes breath 
Ad Coaflat. with this ſpeech : It 7s mo#t ſaft for us to 
Atzuſt, retaime the fir 8 and ſole E vangelicall 
Faith, Conf ſſedand Underitood in our 
" Baptiſm. 
Tom.10.4e eAugs Tine cals this Creed the Foe 
renp verm, Prebenſion and Per fettion of our Faith, 
2.70mi. iz adding with all, that it i plaine, ſhort,and 
Ramis pat- full; ſa that the plainene ſe doth provide 
Ma. P43 and take oraer to _belpe the homelineſſe of 
hk 4 | ſmple «Auditors : T he ſhortne ſe eaſeth 
55” memory, and the fulneſſe compriſeth a 
Dod#rine. Inanother place he cals it 7he 


&ertain rule of Faith, by which Beleevers 
| may 
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ra hold the Catholique Truth , and by Cune.7. 


which they may convince all heretical Wic- 


hedneſſe. Ruffinus faith, that this Creed Expoſir.in 
may alſo be called the Trial , or Toxch- hc Creed, 


ſtone ; if We meet a man we doubt of, do but 
examine him by this Creed, and he will pre- 


ſently diſcover himſelf, whether he be a fe 


or a Friend, Laſtly, Maximus T anri- germ of 
nenſis writes,that the ApoStles did deliver the Crecd, 


the myſtery of Faith to the ("hnrch of God, 


that becauſe there Was to be diverſity of 


Beleevers under the one name of Chri$t,the 
privy ſignet of the Creed ſhould diftin- 
guiſh the Faithfull from the Unbelee- 
Vers. 

Come wenow to ſee, what was the 
Schoolmens Judgetnent of this Creed, 
eMlexander of Hales brings this reaſon, 
why the Creed was compoſed, That it 
might be the Inftruftion of the Faithfull, 
in one Underſtanding and ( onfs ſſion of the 
Truth,and Devotion of Religion,in Which 
the nature of Man us to obtaene bleſſednes. 
Somewhat after,7's inſtrutt in the Faith, 


was the cauſe of making the «Apoſtles 


( reed, for to this purpoſe Was it compoſed, 


that the Faithfull might be taught in one 
Faith, to belceye all tbings neceſſary to 


Salvation, 
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Cnap,7. Salvatson, e Aquinas dete: a Ss, rag a 
2.2, queſt. touching theſe firſt believables, whith are 


corp, 


 Sem.l.3. 
dift,2.5 qu. 
To?# CONC, 


reſpcad 2. 


2.art. 5. thee Articles of the Faith, every one 1 


bound explicitely to beleeve them ; but as 
concerning other believables , he u bound © 
only implicitely to beleeve them, and'in the |: 
Preparation of his mind,that ts, having his \ 
Heart in readineſſe to imbrace them, when | 
:t ſhall appeare to him , that they are con- | 
tained in the Doftrin of the Faith, Bona- |* 
ventare faith, When it ts demanded, whes |: 
ther the D oftrin of the Faith be ſafficient- || 
ly contained in the ApoStles Creed, we may 
anſwer, that if we ſpeak .of the Doftrin of | 
Faith, in reſpeft to thoſe things , Which |: 
therein are moſt principall and proper they | 

are ſufficiently contained in the Creed, |" 
Neither u there any my to be beleeved, | 
Which may not be reduced to the eArticles | 
cp the ('reed,as the principles and | 
ſtable finndations. T paſſe other Schoole- 4 
men, becauſe it is their generall judge- } 
ment, that the plaine and unfolded be- 
liefe of the Apoltles Creed , is enough | 

for Common Chriſtians , for the attain- 
ing of Salvation ; though a greater ma- 
ſure of Knowledge. bee required from 


en of greater Learning, Whenceth® 
men 0oJ greater IG Wo ſc 
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* Maſter of the Sentences, after hee had Czar... 
# concluded, T hat in the time of Grace all 5 tb 3. 

I things ought to be beleeved, Which are con- dift. 2.5. 

tained in the (reeds ; afterwards hee ad- 

4 deth, that it is one thing ta know only what 

vi a Man oupht to beleeve, to obtaine eternall 

* life,and another to know hoW the ſame may 

be maintained, and defended again$t wicked 

* men oppoſing it, which K — many 

: Faithfull men cannot skill of, anayet they 


” excell moſt in Faith it ſelfe. 
© Nordoethe modern Papiſts , differ 
| hecin from the Schoolmen, Let 
* the Fathers of Trent ſpeake. The 
® Apoſtles Creed # that Principle, in Which 
XZ all that profeſſe the Faith of Chriſt do 


* neceſſarily agree , and it # that firme and 
only foundation, againFt which the gates of 
'; Hell ſhall never prevaile, And in the 
- very Catechiſm of the Council of T ret, 
+ thisCreedis called, 7 he ſhort forme of the 
* Chriſtian Faith, and Hope, the ſumme and 
+ firmaation of Truth, firit, and neceſſarily 
, to be beleeved of all. © (anifins affirmes, 

| T hat the words in the (reed tend to this 
purpoſe, that we may have the true K now- 
leage of God and Heavenly things, which 
*« neceſſary to every man towards the lead- 
ing 
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| CnaP,7. ang of ago and happy life, compriſed, 1 


briefs abridgement. fames Bains cals it 
the rule of the Chriſtian faith, preſcribed 
zo all Beleevers, becauſe by this common 
Profiſſion of the faith, thoſe of the ſame 
houſhold, and brethren , are diſtingaiſhed 
from their Enemies, | 
Out of which teſtimonies we gather, 
that it was the generall opinion of Di- 
vines, that all Fundamentall Doarines of 
the Chriſtian Faith, neceſſary with the 
neceſlity of the meancs to the Salvation 
of men, were comprehended in the 
Creed,ſo that none ſhall periſh, for meer 
1gnorance of God and chrilt, who glve 
an exphicite Faith to theſe things. Yet 
we fay not, that belides theſe few Fun- 
damentals, Chriſtians ſhould make ns 
account of all other Dofrines, which are 
placed in the Holy Scriptures. Yea all 
Paſtors and Doctors are bound 6; the ne- 
ceſſity of the Precepr, to further the perfe- 
ting of the Saints ,and edifying of the B ody 
of Chriſt, till we all comes into the unity of 
the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the $01 
of God, unto aperfeft Man. The peopl- 
themlelves alſo are bound, where ability 


and opportunity is afforded them , to 
grow 


Gm WY WS Gp we. » 
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grow wit the riches of the full aſſwrance Cn42-7- 
of Underſtanding, fo the acknoWledgement Col. 3.2. 


of the Myſtery of God, and of the F ather, 
and of ke 4 bo neither DoRours of 
Particular Churches, nor Chriſtians I- 
ving in them, are bound to break oft the 
band of Brotherly Communion with 
other Churches, which embrace this 
Summe of the Chriſtian Faith in that 
ſenſe, wherein the Catholique Church, 
always received it, and profeſſe them- 
{elves encmies to all Herelies that over- 
throw the ſame. 

Now as we have ſet downe the Apo- 
ſtles Creed, for the briefe of Fundamen- 
tals pertaining to the ſaving Myſteries of 
Faith, ſowee acknowledge the Deca- 
logue as the Symbole and Summe of all 
things to be done, as touching duties due 
to the worſhip of God, and offices of 
Charity which wee owe to our Neigh- 


bour, For wee may fitly enough call 


Fundamentall Doctrines, not only thoſe 
Myſteries of Faith , whoſe explained 
Knowledge is altogether neceſlary to 
the Salvation of Chriſtians : but alſo 
thoſe DiRtatesof the Divine Lawywhich 
if we know not at all, we cannot wor- 
ſhip 


F 
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Cua?.7. ſhipGodas we ought to the obtaining 
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of Salvation, In this ſenſe we terme the 
Decalogue the Summe of things to bee 
done, cven as wee ſtyled the other ( of 
which we have ſpoken before)the Sum 
of things to be beleeved. For the meere 
ſpeculative Knowledge of the Divine 
Myſteries, without the praQticall know- 
ledge of the Divine Mandats, can bring 
none to bleſſedneſle. 

Therefore, the teaching of Gods Law 
m Churches, is plainly neceſfary, and al- - 
together to be retained, without which 
Chriſt cannot be retained, For to this 
Law not only our corporall life, but alſo 
our ſpirituall life ought to bee iubjedted, 
Now thoſe things which are propoun- 
ded in this Law of God arc ſo fundamen- 
tall, that they cannot be broken without 
the guilt of death , nor oppoſed and de- 
nyed without the ſtaine of Hereſie. 

The Fundamentals of the Creed aime 
at this end, that we may know God and 
Chriſt to eternal Life, as either hath re- 
vealed himſelfe : The Fundamentals of 
the Decalogue drive at this ; That wee 
may worſhip both as they have com- 
manded themfc]ves to be worſhipper, 
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If any overthrow the Fundamentals of CBaP 7. 


Gods worſhip,he is ſhut out from Salva- 
tion;as much as if hee had overturned the 
Myſteries of Faith, Know ye not that the 
wnrighteous ſhall not inherit the Kingdom 
of God ? Be not deceived, neither fornica- 
tors, nor Idolaters, nor c Adnlterers, &Cc. 
As if the Apoſtle had faid ; It is no lefle 
damnable to erre in theſe morall, than in 
ſpeculative principles. For the corru- 
ption of ones opinion, about thoſe things 
which pertaine to manners , may make 
an Heretique, no lefſe than about thoſe 
things which pertaine to Faith, if it be 
in any Univerſall Principle of Gods Law, 
Hee that beleeves he may worſhip many 
Gods, or adore the true God in an Image 
made with hands, that isof the opinion 
that theft or fornication are things law+ 
full, grates upon a Fundamentall Do- 
&rine, and runs into a deadly , and dan- 
gerous Hereſie, For the praQticall di- 
Rate, which is included in every man- 
date of the Law is a Fundamentall truth, 
and ought equally to bee belecvedns an 
Article of the Creed, in ſpeculative 
things. If any man therefore ſhould 
belceve , or teach that oyr Parents are 
-—— nog 
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not to be honoured , or any thing clſe a- 
gainſt a Commandement of God, al 
though he reverenceth Ins Parents with 
due honour , or keepes that Comman- 
dement himiclfe , yet ſhould hee bee an 
Heretique, and juſtly to bee accuſed for 
overturning a Foundationof Faith, Let 
the C of Rome, therefore looke 
tot, which boaſteth that the Founda= 
tions of the Chriſtian Faith hitherto 
have been preſerved chiefly by her care, 
whether or no ſhe hathnot , and 


dammnably erred in the Fundamentals of 


the Decalogue ; to ſay nothing of her 0+ 
ther crrors. 

Now if any will adde unto the Fun- 
damentall Dodrines of the Creed and 


Commandements, the Dodrine alſo of 


the Sacraments clearely revealed mm the 
Goſpell, I am not agamſt it : provided 
on this condition, that as they ſhall not 
all paſſe for fundamentals, which Divines 
endeavour to build upon the funda- 
mentall Articles ofthe Creed, but that 
thofe only bee counted fundamental}, 
whichare neccllary for all to know and 
beleeve to Salvation : So alſo in the 
matter of the Sacraments , cvery os 
1a 
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ſhall not preſently bee a Frmdamentall, Cxa.7. 


which may bee difputed about the Sa- 
craments ; or gathered by the occaſion 
of the Words which Chriſt ſpake ; birt 
whatſoever Chriſt hath ſo ſet down, and 
eſtabliſhed; that it is abſolutely neceſſary 
to the receiving of Grace and Salvation 
in the uſe of the Sacraments, As cor 
cerning the Sacrament of Baptiſme, it is 
a Fundamentall Doftrine, that Chriſti- 
ans muſt be Baptized in the Name of the 
moſt Holy Trinity, that they may bee 
grafted into Chriſt, Now they that be- 
leeve; and doe this, retaine the Funda- 
mentall doArine of Baptiſme, although 
it may happen that the ſame men may mn 
their minds conceive ſome falſe opinions 
of Baptiſme, or mingle ſome vaine and 
alclefle rites in the Adminiſtration there- 
of, Soin the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper,this is a Fundamentall Do&riie, 
That 1t muſt bee celebrated in bread 
and wine ; that therein the memory of 
Chriſts Paſſion isever to be renewed; 
that Chriſtians in that Sacrament have 
not only an empty , or ſhadowy repre- 
ſentation ef Chrilt crucified,but do truly, 


Chril 


really,and favingly partake of the body of 
F'2 | 
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Crave 7. Chriſt, Hee that beleeves all things 


ſoundly, and ſufficiently, embraceth the 
Fundamentall Doqrine of this Sacra- 
ment, to the ſucking of Grace out of it; 
Although thoſe difficult queſtions toſ- 
{ed and tumbled betwixt Divines, about 
the manner of the Preſence and cating 
of Chriſt,nevercame into his head;much 
lefle did he give tus conſent to one ſide, 
or other, 
\ To this threefold kind of Fundamene 
tals ; Whereof the firſt is ſeen in the 
Creed : The ſecond, in the Commar- 
dements : The third, in the Sacraments 
of Baptiſme, and the Lords Supper: We 
may adde a fourth, contained in the 
Lords Prayer, For ſecing, invocation 
or Prayer is a duty belonging to the 
worſhip of God , abſolutely neceſſary 
for the obtaining of Grace, and Salva- 
tion, 1t mult needs have certaine funda- 
mentals, which being unknowne , or 
ſlighted, it becomes of no moment, but 
is effeQuall if they be retainedand ol- 
ſerved. This is a fundamentall point: 
Godalone is to be invoked by Religious 
Prayer, he is to becalled upon through 
his Son our Mediator,truſting on whom 
we ' 
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Te call him Onr Father « He isto bee C147, 


Prayed unto for all good things wee 
want ; but chiefly for Grace, Pardon, 
andGlory, which we moſt ſtand in necd 
of. Laſtly , he is to bee prayed unto in 
Faith, Charity , and a good Conſcience, 
He that contradi&as thele things is a flat 
Heretique, and perverts the fundamen= 
tals in the duty of Prayer. 

That theſe foure things , which wee 
have touched,are alone to be accounted 
Fundamentals of the Chriſtian Relgi- 
on, ſcemes to me plainly to appeare out 
of the praRtice of the Apoſtles themlelys 
and Primitive Church, well known un- 
to all. For they have judged no parti- 
cular Church to have caſt away the Fun- 
damentall points of faving Faith, or to 


have fallen off from the Communion of 


the Catholique C hurch, who holily pro- 
feſle the faith in the Creed, and obedi- 
ence to the Commandements, who ad- 
miniſtred the Sacraments according to 
Chriſts Inſtitution, and called upon God 
mthe Name of Chriſt. For they con- 
ceived them to deſerve an admonition 
for their errors of lighter moment, but 
would theretors cut off no particular 

F 3 Chute 
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Gnares. Churches , called by the Name of 
Chriſt,from the body of the Catholique 
Church, 


Crnayp. VIII. 


That Brotherly Communion u to be kept 

 betwixt the Proteſtant Churches,s pro- 
wed by Reaſons draVvne from the Com- 
anunion Which they have in feſus 
Criſt, the only Perſonall Founda- 


26098. 


| Pon ASMUCH 32S thisone thing tsthe 
greateſt hinderance of {ctling agrec- 
ment betwixt Proteſtant Churches, that 
ſome learned and godly men conceive 
that ſuch a Brotherly agreement and 
Communion 1s altogether unlawfull,yve |: 
to our ability ſhall endeavour to ſhew, |: 
that this -Communion of particular | 
Churches amongſt themſelves, is not 
only lawfull, but acceptable to God, and 
neceſlary to themſelyes. 'For the pro- 
ving whereof, long ſince wee have laid 
our foundations, in thoſe things , which | 

| were 


' 
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were largely diſcuſled, concerning 1 the Cu a».$- 


perſonall Foundation,and the foundati- 
ons Miniſteriall, andDo@trumll. 

This one thing remaines, that we call 
our Reaſons , which aro ſcattered and 
diſperſed thorough this whole diſcourle, 
to come 1n > the colours, that they 
may preſent themſclves at one view.We 
will begin (as it is fit) from thoſe Rea- 
{ons, which flow from the conſiderati- 
on of that one foundation Jeſus Chriſt, 
our Saviour , to whom all doitick, -and 
from whome all Good, Temporal), Spi- 


+ rituall, and Eternall, is derived to all Re+ 


formed Churches. 
With thoſe Churches it is fitting to 
retaine Brotherly Communion , which 
we will not deny but that they . retaine 
Conjundion and Communion with 
Chriſt, the Head and Foundation of the 
holy Catholique Church : Yea, except 
we will yecld and confefle our ſelves ta 
bee eſtranged from the body of Chriſt, 
we cannot but be their Brethren, who 
are eſteemed to hold brotherly Com- 
munion with Chriſt our elder Brother. 
For the band of holy Brotherhood be- 
twixt the np themiclyes, cannot 
| 4 be 
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be broken at mens pleaſures,except they 
be alſo broken betwixt them and Chriſt, 
who 1s-the head of all Churches. If the 
Saxon count the Helvetian or Helvetian 
the Saxon Churches, ſo alienated, - arid 
torne aſunder from Chriſt , by their er- 
rors, that they are neither founded in 
Chriſt, nor by Chriſt the Elder Brother, 
taken into the brotherly ſocicty of fel- 
low-members, then they may pretend 
ſomereaſon, why they renounce com- 
munion with them. But if inno wiſe 
they dare affirme this, wee cannot have 
Juſt cauſe to diſclaime Brotherly Com- 
munion with thoſe, whom Chriſt him- 
ſelfe blaſhethnot to owne, and call his 
Brethren, It was the peeviſh froward- 
nefle of the Doxatifts, neither to receive 
from other Churches any letters impor- 
ting a Communion,nor to acknowledge 
any right of Brotherhood with them. 
But in the meane time what did the Or- 
thodox Churches ? Out of eAzguſtine 
wee may learne it, in whome wee read, 
That the Donatiſts angry for this thing, 
were notwithi#tanding by the Orthodox ac- 
knowledged fir Brethren,” The fame alſo 
appeares out' of Opratws thats 
& who 
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who thought, That the name of Brother. Car 8: 


hood was not to be denied unto them, Tea, De ſchiſm. - 
Donat.lib, 
1.77 7nitio, 


thought it an impious att to ſuppreſſe, or 
— the Fins. of at 5 Either 
therefore it mult be juſtified, that ſome 
Proteſtant Churches have loſt their con- 
junfion with Chriſt the Foundation 
ef the Church, and forfeited their Bro- 
therly Communion with Chriſt their 
Elder Brother , orelſe we mult not de- 
part from Brotherly Socicty with 
them. 

In the ſecond place wee argue from 
moſt certain Signes and Markes, whence 
we may and ought to be perſwaded, that 
this or that Church, is conjoyned to 
Chriſt the corner ſtone ; tor from the 
fame notes we may conclude, that other 
Churches are bound and obliged, not t6 
ſeparate themſelves from the ſame. They 
therefore which want not the know- 
ledge of God and Chriſt, neceſlary to 
eternall life, who have true Faith, truc 
Repentance, and true Endeavour after a 
New life, and holy obedience, to ſich 

we ought to grant,that they enjoy aſa- 
ving conjun&on with Chriſt theirfoun- 
dation, But none (tor ought I know) as 
yct 


lib 4.in 
mitt, 


2, Reaſon, 


3g 
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Cz4r.8. yet is found, which hath given this bloo- 


dy Sentence, That in this or that Proce- 
frant Church there is notſo much know- 


| ledgeof God, and Chriſt, as ſufficeth to 


Rom.12.5 


I Cor.1 24 
12, 


Eph.4.16, 
3. Reaſon, 


Salvation ; That there 1s not in it, the 
ordinary Juſtification of Chriſtians by 
Faith; That there i5not the earneſt ex- 
erciſe of Repentance, and endeavour af= 
ter New Lite. But if all theſe things 
agree to all Proteſtant Churches , it is 
manifeſt that they remaine conjoyned 
with their Head and Foundation ; nor 
lefle manifeſt , that they have inward 


Brotherly Communion and ought to 


have outward with all the members of 
Chriſt, For We being many are one body 
With Chriſt , and every one, one anothers 
»embers, From the connexion with this 
foundation depends and followes of ne- 
cellity the connexion and communion, 
betwixt ſeverall Churches and private 


ſingle perſons , except wee account no 


credit to be givento the Apoltle, 
Ofevery ſingle man, and much more 
of cyery ſingle Church, we mult preſume 
well;till the contrary doth apeare. Ther- 
fore the Churches of Saxexy are bound 


to preſume, that thoſe of Switzerland do 
Ke adhcre 
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adherc to Chriſt their foundation, till Cnay.8. 


they can prove it to bee otherwiſe , by 
ſome evident , or at loatwiſe probable 
teaſon : Now they arc ſo far from being 
able to prove their Separation from 
Chriſt, that moſt evident Reaſons and of 
Proofe againſt any doubt, preſent them- 
ſelves to the cyes and hearts of all, that 
they are favingly united with Chriſt, 
who hold this Oe Lord, oe Faith, one 
Baptiſme ? Who ducly worſhip, oe God 
and Father of all, who ts above all * Either 
theſe things ought to ſuffice, that Chur- 
ches bee carefull to keepe betwixt them, 
the unity of the Spirit gu the bond of Peace, 
or Paul the Apoſtle knew not , what 
might availe to the ſoddering of this uni- 
ty together. | 
If any obje&, that the Churches of 
Switzerland are not found in the point of 
the preſence of Chriſts body in the Eu- 
chariſt,ia the manner of the eating of it, 
in the Communication of Chriſts pro- 
perties, and in many other heads of 
Knowledge in Divinity ; I would aske 
of him but this one thing (for here is no 
place to diſpute of theſe matters) whe- 
 therhee conceives theſe errours tobe of 


fach 


Eph, 4, $3 
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Eph.,4.3. 
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CHAP, 8. 
———Cy_ 


De Schiſe 
#aat.Donat: 
lib.4.mnt 
31110. 


Eſay.65.8 
4.Reaſon, 


ſuch moment, that they pluck up the er- 
ring Church from its foundation, fo that 
they ſuffer it not to have the ſame Lord, 
the fame Faith, the ſame Baptiſme, the 
{ame Ged and Father, of whom the A- 
poltle ſpeaketh ? If hee dare not affirme 
this , the Churches may object to 
thoſe, who deny to entertaine Brotherly 
Communion with them, that of Optare 
Hilevitanus, You will not keep and hold 


peace with us, that 11 With your Brethren, 


Whom ene Mother ('hurch bred in the 


ſame boWvels of the Sacraments, whom God 


the F ather in the ſame manner received to 
behis adopted fSns But if any ſhall ſtil pro- 
cecd to diſtra&, and revd afunder thoſe 
Churches, which are conjoyned in this 
perſonall foundation, we conceive thoſe 
words of I/ayah fit to beobjeted againſt 
him , Deſtroy thems not, for a bleſſing ts in 
them, 
We may drayy a ſtrong argument from 
the pratice of the Apoſtles, to be uſed a- 
gainſt thoſe who think the Brotherly 
Communion betwixt Churches may be 
diflolved , for the errours of particular 
perſons, For the Apoſtles lid never ſo 
much as ofter this, they never _ g- 
under 


] 
0 
| 
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ſander or claſht together whole Chur- Cuap.s. 


ches, which did ſtick to Chriſt the foun- 
dation of mans falvation, taking advan- 
tage of the occaſion or pretence of their 
errors whatſoever, It is well known that 
there were divers errours brought into 
the Churches of Corizth and Galatra, it 
is well knowne that they were maintat= 
ned of great men and of great account ; 
and yet Paxl never went about to per- 
{wade the purer and ſounder Churches of 
the Epheſians,Philippiansand Colloſſians, 
not to retaine Brotherly Communion 
with thoſe Churches more 1mpure. Yea 
morover he acknowledgeth thoſe Chur- 
ches which are full of errors and troubles 
for the SanAtified Churches of Chriſt,nor 
diſdaineth he to grace and honour thoſe 


' that erred and weredeceived with the 


name of Brethren, Indeed it is never 
lawfull for us,to approve and allow thoſe 
errours which are ſcattered in other 
Churches, but it is ever lawfull for us, to 
profeſſe Brotherly communion with the 
Congregations of particular Churches, 
whullt they profeſſe and retaine ſaving u- 
non with Chriſt the Foundation of the 
Catholique Church, Even #5 the good 
onght 


x Cor, 1. 


Gal.1.2.& 
5.12. &06, 
13, 
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ITY aP.S onght mt other Wiſe to be ſeparatedfrom the 
Aug. de ovilin the C atholique C ay than by the 
Fide, ad aifference of their Works ; $9 ( hurches 
hwy +D4%: which are ford in any pornt , 75 not to 
"205" fp ſeparated from thoſe which ave erroneorns 
fave only by their diſ-agreeing from their 
Tom 4.de &frors. To deſire by the onlfe of Wicked 
fide & epe, Schiſmes, to pare | FA 00d from the bad, ts 
rather the raſhnc ſe Ww; men, which be mad, 
than the ſbriilne ſſe of thoſe, which ave diti- 
ent, ſaith Auguſtin, Now we fay, It 
| oursmore of raſhnefſe,than care of the 
truth, by wicked Schiſmes; to detire to 
part the not errinzChurches, from thoſe 
which be erroneous Piety commands us 
todepart from thoſe heretiques; who o- 
yetturne the very Foundation, becauſc 
this is neceſſary, But Charity forbids us, 
by unjuſt difſentions toſtart aſunder from 
thoſe erring Churches, who ſtick to the 
fou! ndation, becauſe this 1s Schiſmaticall. 
Betwixt particular Churches all thoſc 
offices ſhould be pertormed, which tc 
to the muruall edikcation , and not! 
to the deſtruction of the body of Ch! 57 j 
confeſle it pertaines to cathication, for 1 's 
to ſhew wandring Clrcies their © 
rors ; but 1] maintatine zt tends t och 


e Reyion, 
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deftruRion, that thoſe Churches which C12 3__ 


we confeſſe remaine conjoyned to the 
very foundation , wee ſhould disjoyne 
them for any errors they defend. For it 
was never hcard ſpoken,that one Church 
brought backe another into the in of 
trath , or joyned it cloſer to Chrilt by 
raylings, revilings, curſings, and renoun- 
cing of Brotherly Communion, The 
counſels muſt be more mild, and plaiſters 
more lenitive, which muſt be applied to 
the healing of an erroneous,and ſetling of 
a ſhaken Church. As for theſe intentt- 
onsand decrees of ſeparation and break- 
ing off Communion, they have not only 
hitherto been vaine and ulelefle, but alſo 
miſchievous, and much more forcible to 
the diſturbing , than building up of the 
Churches. If therefore any Church be 
not as yet plackt alumder from its Foun- 
dation, it belongs to the neighbouring 
Churches to reitore ſuch 4 one tn the Spi- 
rit of meekneſ[e, and not with hoſtile cru. 
elty to cut them off and cat them a- 
way. 

They who are founded in the fame 
Chriſt, and rooted to the partaking of E- 
ternall lite, ought to be founded and roo- 

| ted 


Gal.6,12 


6. Reaſon 
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CaaP.3. ted in mutuall Charity : but noProte- 
ſtant will deny , bat that the Proteſtant 
Churches a Love i in the ſame Chriſt 
eur Lord and Saviour : It onght there- 
fore to be well weighed and conſidered, 
whether the office and nature of Charity 
It ſelfe ; doth not wholy deteſt this, to 
make an endleſſe Schilme , and rent bc- 
twixt Churches, for ſome diverſity of o- 
pinions.It was eAngsFtine's judgement, 

Contr, lit, that Chriſtian Charity could not be kept, 

Petiliani,li. except inthe unity of the Church , and 

2.0.77- © that thoſs Who perſiſt in diſcord belong to 
genie the lot and portion of Tſmael, For who 
© he Tor will {ay that there is not brotherly ha- 
cah,1sg, tredina Schiſme,when there is no other 
Originall and obſtinate perſiſting in a 

Schitme but brotherly hatred ? Moſt 

{ure it is that the proper duties of Chari- 

ty cannot appeare, and ſhew themſelves 

in theſe differences of the Proteſtant 

Churches. I appeale to the Apoſtl- 

himlſelfe for my witneſle, Ropy.1 2.9,10, 

II,&c: 1 ( or.13.5,6,7,6c, If we grant | 

pe + 3-37 thoſe Churches which wee conceive 
, TY 3+” ſomewhat toerre in the Faith, yet to be 

1 Cor.13, fanAified and preſerved in Chrilt , the 
1,2, foundation of the Church , our Faith 

| ; though 
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though ſomething rhe ſounder,will Itt= CH42: 9: 
tle availe us,if onr Charity be wanting Auguſt. 4 
rowards all the Saints : For, ſaving 2pt- £9777- 
Faith cannot bee, unleſſe conjoyned Dy . 
with Charity or Brotherly love, as the "REY 
Scriptures, every where doe witneſſe. 

For what ſhall a mans ſound Faith profit 

bim, where the ſoundneſſe of bis Charity is 

baxed with the deadly wound of Schiſme. 


CHAP, IX, 

That Brotberly Communion betwixt the 
. Proteſtant Churches , is not to be broken 
l off, for t heir divers opinions about que- 
a ftions in Controverſy , is proved by Ar- 
j guments , dravon fromthe want of law. 
= , fullpowerm Miniſters to cauſe ſuch a 
's breach or diſſolution, 

Wt c 

l: tez><azcoayy ONE canbe ignorant, 
©, NEC but that at the firſt, 
nt $ VEP the very Doors and 
VE \[& Miniſers of the Chur- 
» FRI . ches were the chicte, 
he | yea the ſole Authours 
ith : of this Separation, which we ſo deſire 
ga 3 G may 
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Reaſ. I, 


Church , fromthe brotherly Commu- 


HAP. 9- may be taken away.. Forirt 1s notto 


be doubred, bur they alone are the 
hinderance, why the Reformed Chur- 
ches, thovgh by wofull experience, 


F/ 
# 


v 


they have found the numberleſſe dif- 


commodities of this long laſting dif- 
ſencion , yet they will not amongſt 


themſelves renew the Charter of their 


Brotherly Communion. For if it ſee- 
med good ro their Dottors, to give 
each to other the right hands of bro- 
therly fellowſhip, in this ſclfe ſame 
houre we ſhould ſee the Churches mu- 


cually embracing one another. There- ' 


fore let us ſee whether they have done, 
or now doe rightly, who either have 
perſwaded, that the bands of Brother]y 
Communion berwixt the Proteſtant 
Churches ſhould be broken, or earneſi- 
ly maintaine, that for the preſent they 
ought not to be renewed againe. We 
are of the contrary opinion , being 
induced thereunto by theſe Argu- 
ments. 

Ie isnot in the power of the Mini- 
ſters of any particular Church, to e- 
parate , or cut off another particular 


nion 
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Nion 4 which it Hath wich the Carho- CHap. gs 


lique ; therefore neither from that 
which it hath with'any part of the Ca» 
tholique Church, and by the ſame rea- 
ſon,not from the brotherly Communt- 
on which it ought ro have with ir ſelte , 
unlefle ſhe will confefle her ſelfe to be 
no part of the Catholique Church. 
The truth of the Antecedent ſeems 
therefore plaine to me, becauſe all juſt 
and lawfull peration of every mem- 
ber from its body Catholique, oughr 
to leane , and rely onthe authority of 
the Catholique Church : for one 
member hath not this judiciary power 
over another. It is a known Rule of 
Lawyers , A ſentence given by bim that is 
not big Fmage, 44 voydin Law : But par- 
ticular Churches are not the Judges of 
private perſons living in forreign chur- 
ches z how much lefſe then over the 
Churches themſelves ? If therefore any 
Church ſhould pronounce another co 
be disjoynted from the Communion 
with the Catholique, Her ſentence 
were to be {kighrted,and contemned,ag 
ofa Judge thar preſumed to make laws 
aut of the bounds of his owne Juri(- 
| G 2 diftjon, 
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Cxar. 9. dition. But perchance, they who ea- 


fily grant the Antecedent of our Ar- 
gument, will yer doubt of the Con- 
ſequent, and ſet downe, that one part 
of the Catholique Church may ul off 
another part thereof (that is, one parti- 
cular Church , may ſeparate another 
particular Church } from Brotherly 
Communion with her felfe , by the 
power of her own private ſentence and 
authority. I deny , thatany particu- 
lar Church , hath any lawfull power 
to diffolve Chriſtian Brotherhood 
with any other, except ſofarre forth, 
as the ſeparation rely on the Authority 
of the Carholique Church, which one, 
claſpes and containes within her em- 
braces the Churches of all Nations. 
Now this ſeparation relyes on this au» 
thority, ſo often as it is made for thoſe 
points which are ſo eſtabliſhed by the 
judgement of the Catholique Church, 
that they are to bee counted ſhut out 


- from thecomunion of faithfull Chriſti- 


ans, who are known to oppoſe or deny 
them. Truſting on this authority , 
we juſtly deny brotherly Communion 
to thoſe Churches,which falſely , and 
equiyocal- 


Bretherly (omnnunien. 
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equivocally are entitled with thename CHar. g, 


—C, 


ot Chriſt, who with joy and jeering, 
hifle out the Divinity of Chriſt, Who 
carpe at the myſtery of the Trinity , 
which is to be adored, or with facri-« 
legious boldnefſe overthrow any foun- 
darion of the Chriſtian Faith ; For all 
theſe things have been paſſed for things 
judged on,and rhar by the well known 
and famousauthority of theApoſtolike 
and Catholike Church. But rhis ſepa- 
ration isnot made rightly , nor accor- 
ding to the cuſtome of the Catholike 
Church , as ofcen as one particular 
Church,ſhall deny Brotherly Commu» 
nion to another, for diffenting; from 
them in queſtions newly riſen, andnever 
determined on one fide or other , by 
the authority of the CatholikeChurch, 
as points of the CatholikeFaith. For 
no Church can at its own pleaſure 
breake off the Band of Brotherly Com- 
munion , by which all the members 
of the Catholike Church are coupled 
together, with any particular Church, 
but that with the ſelfe ſame Deed, ſhee 
divides her ſelfe from the budy of the 
Catholike Church , in which thoſe 
CG 3 meinbers 
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Cnar9g. members can have no being, which 
—— haveloſttheir due joynting and [Union 
with their fellow members. We will 

conclude this argument with the Teſti- 

mony of Auguſisme, who every where 

teacherh , that this Separation of tbe good 

fea Lo , fromthe evill, being within the (atholike 

Diacecad: ' Church is unlawfull , and they which en- 

43 deavornr, to pluck other members from the 

Joynting of the body; doe rather ſeparate 

Tom.4.de themſelves from the Unity of Chriſt, L ft- 

fide & oper. Iy , it nothing burteth , or bindereth thoſe 

cap'4 © 5. that are good , that they abide ſtill in 

Unity and participation of the Sacraments 

with tboſe, whoſe Deeds they diſal'ow , 

Neither with thoſe, whoſe opinions 

they cannor approve. For, it we will 

belceve the ſame Auguſtine , they cannot 

be excuſed of unlawfull preſamption , who 

too much loving their own Judgement , ar- 

rive at ſuch an beight of boldneſſe, as to cut 

4 off Communion with others, For they 

= By on , neicheroughr, nor can be cut off from 
D on. communion with particular Churches, 
which remaine conjoyned with the 

Catholike Church, 

Particular Churches ought nor in 

Reaſe. 2, our age, to challenge that ro them» 

| ſelves 
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7 ſelves, which none ever durſt todo inthe Car. 9: 
*” timeofthe Apoſtles; The Miniſters of TT 
the Churches ought not to urge that, 
which the Apoſtles themſelves durſt ne- 
| ver perſwadeto be done : Bur that one 
* particular, Church ſhould renounce all 
« Brotherly communion wich another, is 
- athing alrogerher unheard off,8& who- 
- ly fwerving from the prudence,and pra- 
Rice of theApoſtles. Amongit the ſeven 
Churches,ro which S. fobn wrote; Itis xe, > 
plaine there were ſome infefted with uh 
errours : from which others were free, 
Yer thoſeChurches which were the pu- 
rer,did entertain Chriſtian & brotherly 
Communion with thoſe which were 
more impure; & theApoſtle perſwaded 
each ofthem to amend their own faults 
and errours, but gave counſe!] tonone 
on the pretence of yices,&errors to ſtart 
a ſunder from other. For as in the natn- 
rall body, the parts which are well in - 
health and ſtrengrth,cndeavour to cure, 
- notrocut off thoſe rhat are fick and 
[ weake: foin the Myliticall body of the 
Catholike Church , if any be more 
pure, and foun4 than others , they are 
bound (as much as lyes in their power ) 
G4 ro 
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CHAP. 9. to heale the vices, and ertors of others 
and not-to deny Brotherly Communi- | 
on to whole Churches. Hitherirmay | 
be added,that this denying of Brother- 
ly Communion , may ſeem to haverthe 
kind,8 force of an Excommunication; | 
which cenſure is notto be drawn, and 
uſed of the Miniſters of the Church,for 
every fault, or for every Error', no not |! 
npon a ſingle perſon,ſubje&t to theirMi 

Decver, 6. Miſtery;but much lefle on the whole bo- 

& ſent.Exc. dy of a Church,which in no wiſe is ſub- 
ordinate unto them. For as the Lawes 
forbid ro Excommunicate a Socierty,or 
Corporation, becauſe it may happen, || 
that then thoſe that are inocent may be || 
entangled in that cenſure : ſoright and 
religion forbids to exclude wholChur - 
ches'fromthe Communion of the fairh- 
full, becauſe this cannor be done wich- 
out an injury,& contemptto many,that 
be innocent. Tfany ſhould determine, 
that communion ſhould have beende- 
nied to the whole Church of 1/7ae!, be- 
cauſe of their worſhipping of Be!, be- 
fides that he ſhould exerciſe an at go- 
Ing beyond the bounds cf his Miniſte- 
riall power , he ſhould have offered an 
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high wrong, and injury to thoſe ſeven CHAr. 9. 
thouſand men, who never bowed knee 
to Bezel, If any ſhould fay , that this 
denying of Brotherly Communion, 
which we diflwade from , is not 
the Excommunication of an whole 
commonalty, ſuch as the Laws reſpett, 
and takenotice of ; I confeſfle there 
is ſome difference betwixt theſe two ; 
yetTI deny ir co be of ſo great momenr, 
that it ſhould make that lawtfullin che 
one caſe, which is nor lawfull in the 
other. Indeed Excommunication , 
properly fo called, is the a& of a law- 
full Judge, which paffeth and layerh 
hold on thoſe, which are ſubject unto 
him, and bindeth them , chough a- 
gainſt their own wils : Bur this renoun- 
cing of brotherly communion , where- 
of we yoke , isanatofone judging 
only of perſons , notat all ſubje& unto 
him, anddeclaring them unworthy of 
all brotherly Communion , and there- 
fore driving, and repelling them from 
the ſame, although Boy defire it. By 
what name © ever any pleaſe to call, 
this repulſe of other Churches from 
brotherly communion , it doth them 
a 
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CHAP- 9: agreat wrong and diſgrace z forit ad» 


Beaf. 
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judges them nnworthy of che honour 
of Brotherhood, which Chrsftour elder 
Brother , diſdaines not to beſtow upon 
them. Miniſters therefore of Churches 
ought nor ſo muchas to thinke,of ſhur- 
ting out whole Churches from the 
communion with them, and theirs : Ir 
would be enough,to caſt off ingle per. 
ſons, defiriny fellowſhip with them, 
then at laſt, when ir ſhall appeare, char 
they are ſtained with © hainovus finnes, 
or wrapped in ſo miſchievous errours, 


- as thar by good right, they may and 


ought ro be driven and baniſhed frum 
the communion with all the Faithfull, 
The Miniſters of parcicular Chur- 
ches, (pur cafe of Saxony or Switzer- 
{id ) ought not to deale harder with 
cher Chriſtian Brethren of other 
Churches,in granting or refuſing com- 
munion with them , than they deale 
withtheir owne. For the Chriſtian 
Brotherhood , which is betwixr the 
members of Chriſt, is not altered ac- 
cording ro the variety of Places or Na- 
tions. But we call not our owne to a 


ftrick account , what they conceive of 
che 
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the Articles'in controverfie , and to CHA? 9 


| what Doors they ſtick therein , but 
eſtcem it ſufficient , to the right of com- 
munion, if togerher with us they hold 

' and profefſe the Fundamentall Do- 
\ @iines of Chriftianity , compriſed in 
the Catechilime,and adhere unto Chriſt. 
Wee ſhould uſe the 'ſame moderation, 
and equall dealing towards forraigne 
Churches , eſpecially to the very body 
of Churches, which for the molt part, 
is made up of ſimple and unskilfull 
Chriſtians, for whom it is not needful], 
that they ſhould have any intercourſe 
with controverſall D vinity. There- 
fore thoſe Proteſtant Churches ſeem 
not to doe well , which deteſt any fel- 
Jowſhip, with others, and profeſſe an 
open diviſion and Separation ,for ſome 
difference in opinions, about hard que- 
ſtions, of whichthey cannot know cer- 
tainly, or inquire, what the people in 
forraigne Churches therein doe hold 
and maintaine. Bur this we may know 
ſurely out of their DoCtors writings , 
that thoſe groffe errours, wherewith 
thoſe,which are called Latherars charge 
the Caloiniſis z and thoſe, which are 
called 


1 Exbortatios ts 


__—__——_— 


Caar.s.. called Calviniſts,charge the Lutherans, | 


are at this day defended , neither by 
learned or unlearned, but reje&ed and 


damned-of both. Therefore the cauſe | 


of this Separation , which ſome eſteem 
neceſſary, hitherto appeares neither 
neceſſary, nor juſt enough. 

The DoQtors of any Church cannot 
bring in ſuch a Separation, which ſhall 
reſtraine the Unity of the Church of 
Chrift, and Chriſtian brotherhood to 
the fide of Lwtber or Calvis, asatthis 
day the Papilts ftraiten the ſame to the 
part ofthe Pope of Rome, For Cbriſts 
inheritance is limited with the ſame 
boundes , wherewith the Brotherhood 
of Chriſtians is limicted, and is crow- 
ded into the ſame ſtraits, whereinto 
we thruſt this brotherly tellowſhip. If 
therefore we acknowledge no Eccleſt- 
aſticall communion , and Chriſtian 
brotherhood with thoſe Churches , 
which think otherwiſe than our ſelves, 
itis manifeſt , chat wecallhome, and 
confine the Church of Chriſts, which 
confiſteth of numberlefle Churches , 
only to our own fide. For if any Pro- 
teſtant Church profefſe ir ſelfe , w_ 


; 
: 
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Communicn with the Church of $ex0- 


. ry, or Switzerland, by reaſon of ſome 
! diverfiry of opinion, Idemand of chem, 


with what Churches then , can or will 
it hold communion. Not with rhe 
Roman , not with the Greeke Church ; 
for it difſenteth from them in more 
controverſies, and of greater moment ; 


' not with any other inany place , for 


none can be inftanced in, from which 
fhe hath not ſome matter of diſſenting, 
for difference in DoCtrine. Therefore 
atlaſt, rhe matter will come to this 
paſſe, that they which thiake them- 
{clvesto have no brotherly communi- 
on, ſaveonely with their partners in 
opinions, muſt ſay, Cbriſts that Church 
hath periſhed out of the whole world 
b:fides,and only remains ia thoſeChur- 
ches which are of their own party. Bur 
this is the very ſelf ſame thing, which 
the Catholike Church ever difalowed 
inthe Donatifts , and which Auguſtine, 
and Optatw Milevitazxs doe de- 
monſtrate to bee repugnant co moſt 
manifeſt places of Scripture. For 
the foreſaid Auguſtine , thus urgerh 


it, 


it neither can, nor will have brotherly Car. 9. 


————_— 
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CHAP. 9.it, T hat Chriſt hath loft hi Inberitance, 
” ifthe Chriſtian Communion be tied to one | 
Ang, Fpif place or Countrey : and he faith, It is an || 
ary” viſt, " unwiſe part to goe about to conlemye the ; 
162,163, Communion of the whole world, He ſhew- | 
164. & eth moreover, Tbat for the good of Uni- 
Tom-7.de tie, wemuſt beare with ſome things wet 
way oo approve not at all, and that the knowne |! 
CY'8 '" bad, prejudicenot the Goodin the Church, | 
| if either they want power to forbid, and |\ 
| drive tham from the Communion ; or if |. 
| ſome reaſon binder , for the preſerving of | 
| Peace. Ina word, he avoucheth , T bat 
the Donatiſts, who would acknowhage ne |. 

Brethren beſides thoſe on their owne part, 

did ereft an altar of ſacrilegsous diſſenſi- 

on, againſt the whole world. Thus farre | 

Auguſtine. Alſo Optatus fights fiercely 

againſt this manner of reſtraining Bro- 

: 7jþ. x, Fherly Communion ; He faith, © That 

mitis, the Donatiſts were owned of the Orthogoe 

__ for Brethren, He ſaith thar © T hey, by tb 

-_ e2-PT0Pt their reſtrained Brotberhood , ſuffer not the 

"mn. Sonof Godto poſſeſſe the Inberntance fr0- 

miſed unto him by bis Father ; but aoe 

' Placethe ( burch where they pleat, and 

where they pleaſe uot there again do baniſh: 

' Lib.3.init+ ont, He fairh,* T bat the very name of ro o- Þ 

| there © 
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therbood , however odiow to the Donatiſts, CHAP. 9. 


z notwithſtanding neceſſary for the Ortho- 
dox to uſe towards the Donatiſts them- 


ſelves. He faith, 4 That thoſe follow Gods © Lib. 6. 


will , and Commandements , who loving 
Peace, bold Communion with the Churcb, 


inthe whole world, Laſtly he faith, * T hat © Lib. 7, 


this Separation of ſome Brethren from 
otbers, which the Donatiſts defend , was 
diſpieaſing, to God. To finiſh our fourth 
Reaſon, although I perſwade my ſelte, 
that there is none cf the Proteſtant 
Churches, which abhor from Brother- 
ly Communion with others , with as 
high aſtraine of Pride, and maligne 
of minde, wherewith the Donatiſt: de- 
teſted communion with others, yet I 
ingenuouſl]y profefſe, that L underſtand 
not how they can cleere and winde 
themſfelvesaff, who reraine not Bro- 
therly Communion with other Chur- 
ches, but endeayor ro confine the Pri- 
viledges of Chriſtian Brotherhood 


onely within the bounds of their owne 
Churches. 


No particular Church, holds it ſelf Reaſ. 5. 


bound ro break off, and renounce 
brotherhood with another Church,for 
| the 


— f © — Df 
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CHar- 9. the vices of men living therein, though 


known, diſperſed, and reigning. See- 
ing we all know , Gluttony reignes in 
one place, Drunkenneffe in another, 
Luſtin a third ; andrheſe national! vi- 
ces, are no lefſe known to us, than their 
Opinions : If therefore for theſe hay- 
nous offences in lite , which reigne in 
many , we take not occafion to diffolve 
our tye of brotherhood with whole 
Churches , neither ought we to doe it, 
for the errors of the [Inderſtanding, 
which are of lefſe guilr in the fight of 
God,and often ſtretch not to the whole 
Body of Chriſtian people. If wee 
will make uſe of the Apoſtle for our 
*Counſellour , wee ſhould depart from 
the company of other Chriſtians rather 
for their wickedneſle, than for their ig- 
norance , yct for neither injJoyneth he 
Churches to ſeparate from Churches, 
but only private perſons to withdraw 
from the company of private perſons. 
Yea, it is unlawfull for the Herefie of 
few or many DoCors, ruling in parti- 
cular Churches, to caſt off any whole 
Chriſtian Church, and ſeparate it 
from Brotherly Communion with = 


— —  — 
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Amaz that is an Heretich , after the firſt CHAP» 9- 


and ſecond admonition , rejetT ; know 
that he that & ſuch, # ſubverted , and ſin» 
neth, begng condemned of himſelf, {aith the 
Apoſtle. Ir is lawfull ro exclude a 
ſingle man from the communion of 0+ 
ther Chriſtians, for a damnable Here» 


S Titus 3.19, 


fie, wherein he is condemned by his See Ave. 
owne judgement, or conviited of obs Epift.162, 


ſtinacie: bur it isnot lawful, for an er-' 
rour into which he 1s trained in, by the 
deceit and ſubtiltie of orhers , and 
which he defendeth not, with any wil- 
full tomack, but only being deceived 
with an imagination, and conceit of 
Truth and Pietie. Bur no Proteſtanc 
Church can ſeperate or baniſh any 0- 
ther whole Proteſtant Church (C for 
example, the Engliſh or French) from 
Brotherly Communion with it, either 
for faults in life,or errrorsin DoC@trine. 
The reaſon is at hand, Becauſe it can- 
not be proved, that that whole Church 
hath fallen into a damnable herefie;be- 
cauſe the obſ(tinacy of a whole Church 
nan error whatſoever, can neither be 
demonſtrated to forraign churches, nor 
ought to be preſumed of them Laſtly, 
H be- 


CO tom. 6. 
de utilecred: 


cap. 1. 
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Crar. 9. becauſe wee have no command from 
l '— God, nor Admonitionfrom the Apo=« 
| ſtles, ro breake the bond of Brother- 
hood betwixt whole Churches. If any 
here ſhould aske , why the DoGtors of 
the Churches, who never perſwaded 
their People to disjoynt themſelves 
from the Brotherly Communion with 
other Churches, for the grofle, and en- 
ormous vices every where reigning 
amongſt Chriſtians , ſhould ſo vehe- 
| mently perſwade, that this muſt be 
| done, becauſe of the Errors they con» 
ceive them to be fallen into ; Let him 
| receive this anſwere ; That this com- 
meth thence to paſſe, becauſe we more 
affe& the praiſe of knowledge, than of 
holineſſe, and take ir in worſe part 
from them who oppoſe our DiQtartes, 
which are doubtfull, than from chem 
that break and violate the plaine and 0- 
pen Commandements of God, If the 
matter were otherwiſe , we might ca- 
faly perceive, thar it was no more law- 
full to breake off Brotherhood, which 
is berwixt particular Ghurches for 
their errours in Do&rine , than for 


the ſinnes of Life, which we behold ge- 


ne= 


- 
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them. Therefore wee muſt beware of 
the errours of others : but in no caſe 
muſt ſeparate from thoſe Chriſtian 
Churches wherein they are predomi- 
nant, whether they belong rolife, or to 
do&rine z becaule forthe doing of ſuch 
an A&,there is no lawfull power inthe 
Miniſters of any particular Church. 


— — 


2 & & Wop © 


T bat Brotherly Communion 14 not to be 


broken betwixt the Poon: _ 


ne by the nature, and quality of 
thoſe points whereunto they cantend, 


-ROCBAS His, as it ſeems to me, 
| Gay muſt be premiſedinthe 
| ES firſt place , That the 
SE Bands of Brotherly 
Danes Comunion ought nor 
to bee difſolved berwixt Chriſtian 
Churches, for alldiſcords of Opinions; 
butonly for the oppoſing or denying 
of Fundamentall dodrines. For it 
H 2 ſeems 


nerally and openly ro reigne amongſt Crar.ie* 


An Fxhortation to 


Crar.ro, ſeems to be confeſſed amongſt all Pro- 


ceſtants, that this ſeparation is not to be 
made for every ſtraw of Erroneous 
opinions. For hence it is, that when 
they defire to maintain, that this Joyn« 
ting of Churches was concluded on 
g00d ground , together herewith they 
alwayes commenc 'd rhis ſuite z Thar 
they have made a diſceſſion , or depar- 
ted from ſome Foundation of the Ca- 
tholique Faith : For unlefle this ap- 
peare ro be done, not of this, or that 
Door in the Church, but of the 
Church it ſelf, as it is confidered under 
the reſpe& of a Body compatted, or 
conjoyned together, it ought not to a- 
vaile to the parting of one Proteſtant 
Church from another, 

But in this place, it will not be un- 
ſeaſonable to adviſe in a few words, 
that the aCtuall exerciſe of outward 
Communion *' with ſome particular 
. Church (conceive the Roman) may be 
hindered and broken off, and yer by no 
default of ours; as often as it ſhall de- 
mand and require that we ſhould ap- 
prove, or exerciſe any Idolatrous Atts 
In the publike ſervice ofGod,or ſhould 
cont 
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command, or compell us to acknow- CHap.1o, 
—_— 


ledge, or receive any dottrines repug- 
nant co Scriptures,or Godly mens con- 
ſciences, Yet inthe meane time, that 
Church which is counted no whit 
ſound, or Orthodox, is to beeſteemed 
a vifible Church of Chrift, and ro be 
ranked amongſt the particular Chri- 
ſtian Churches, Yea, as much as lies 
11 us, wee are to afford ro the ſame all 
offices of brotherly Charity ; although 
our Acuall, and outward Communi- 
on with the ſame, be neither ſuffered 
of them, nor may be retained of us, be- 
cauſe of the falſe do@rine , and ſu- 
perſticious worſhips prevailing in the 
{ame. 

. Now out of thoſe things which we 
before have diſputed concerning the 
difterence of Fundamentrall points, 
from thoſe which are not Fundamen- 
tall, we will endeavour to ſhew , thar 
thoſe things are not Fundamentall, a- 
bout which hitherto there hath been 
ſach ſtrife, with ſo great heate of mens 
minds, betwixt Proteſtants. 

Thoſe points onely are ro be owned 
for Fundamentall , which being over- 
H 3 thrown, 
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CHar. ro. rhrown, or not at all beleeyved,nocon- 


Real, 2 
4* ©* ſtafits contend were neither Preached 


gregation of men can worſhip God fo, 
as to obtaine from him Pardon, Grace, 
and Glory : Bur no point controver- 
ced is of this nature : Therefore not 
Fandamentall. None will call our 
Major Propoſition into queſtion , be- 
cauſe it is cleere , that choſe who ſtart 
aſfunder from the very foundations of 
_ Faith, are not capable of thoſe 
benefits which are promiſed ro the 
Faithfull alone. As touching the 
Minor If any dare aftirme, that no 
hope of pardon, Grace, or Glory doth 
fhineto them , who are otherwiſe min- 
ded, thanthe reſt in theſe controverted 
Do&rines, him I conceive to ſin more 
againſt charity, than any of the Prote- 
ſtant Churches fin againſt verity, Yea 
I dare adde this, if any converſe,or per- 
fiſterh in this errour alone, he more 
ſhakes the foundation of the Prote- 
!tant Trarh, than thoſe, whom he raſhly 
chargeth to have violated the foundari- 
on, for other errours whatſoever, in 
controverſall Divinity. 

Thoſe Points, whereabout Prote- 


TO 
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ro the whole world by the Apoitles, as Cyap.10- 


all choſe things were , which were ab- 
ſolutely necefſary to be known and be- 
lieyed to the ſalvation ofChriftians,nei- 
ther werethey , for ſuch recommended 
by the ſucceeding Churches univerſal- 
ly to Chriſtian People, whatſoever 
therefore divers Churches diverſly de- 
termined eoncerningtheTruth of theſe 
opinion, yet ought they all to agree in 
this,” That they ought not to be reckon 
ed, with the fundamental articles of the 
Chriſtian Faich. If any man can caft, 
and contrive any head of controverted 
divinity betwixt Proteſtant Churches, 
into a ſhort, and no whit doubted 
of Propoſition, and truly affirme there- 
of ; Thi Propoſition was maintained by 
the Apoſtles , was received of the Univer= 
ſall Church among ft the Articles of Ca- 
tholike, and ſaving Faith, I yeeld up 
the bucklers, and grant the cauſe, [ 
will call it a Fundamentall Do&rine, 
and I will pronounce thoſe Churches, 
which reje& it to havefallen offfrom 
the Foundation, and I will 'adjudge 
them unworthy of Brotherly commu- 
nion with other Churches. But if no 
H 4 Pr _ 
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Car. 10. Proteſtant can doe this ; none ought to 


Reaſ. 3. 


call that a fundamentall Do&trine, 
which himſelfe defends;or to challenge 
the Divines of other Churches , being 
ofanother opinion, of overthrowing 
the Foundation , much lefle for this 
caufe to deny the Rites of brotherly 


- communion ro whole Churches. 


The affirming of Fundamentall Do- 
Ctrines is ſo cleerly ſer down in the holy 
Scriptures, that none of the unlearned, 
much lefſe of the learned can fall into 
the contrary damned opinions, except 
they bee very negligent in learning the 
Catholike Faith; or ſuch as will nor 
learne the Faith ir ſelfe, which is mani- 
feſt in the Scriptures ; which is truly 


Pe Azone ho obſerved of Auguſtine, But it 18 plaine 
*r:ſti,c.28 to all, that in theſe DoGrrines, where- 


abour Proteſtant Churches diflenr 
that, at theleaſt on the one fidenum- 
berleſſe Chriſtians are deceived, and 
they men godly , pious, and moſt deſi- 
rous of the Trurh, yea many Divines 
of the firſt ranke , being verſed and cx- 
erciſed in reading, and meditating of 
the Scriptures through the whole 
caurſe of their life. Neither 5 
| cre 
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here obje& againſt me,that the modern THAP: 10. 


Anti=Trinitarians daily doe fearch the 
Scriptures, and yer neverthelefſe perſiſt 
ir. the obſtinate deniall of a Funda- 
mentall Article ; for they are not only 
negligent in learning the Catholike 
Faith , and drawing it out of holy 
Scriptures , bur alſo they are wiltully 
contempruous in oppoſing the Cartho- 
like Faith, and furiouſly bold in re- 
calling the manifeſt DoErine of the 
Scripture , to the account of their doa- 
ting and giddy Reaſons, ſubjettoan 
erroneous Vertigo 3 therefore to 
them agrees, that of the Apoſtle, 
For this cauſe , God ſhall ſend them 
ſtrong deluſion, &*rc. Put none can paſſe 
the ſame ſentence upon thoſe Chriltians 
which adhere , either to the Saxoy, or 
Helvetsan Churches : None therefore 
ought to ſer downe , that thoſe Do- 
Arines are Fundamentall, or necefſa- 
to be known to Salvation, in which 
it is probable, that now this fide, now 
that fide 1s deceived, but impoſſible that 
both ſhould be inthe right, as often as 
they contradict one another. 


Canmnor 


2Theſ.2.\x 


It isno Fundamentall point which Reaf. 4 ; 
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CHar.10. cannot otherwiſe bee extraed or de.. 


duced out of the Scriptures, thanby 
the hard , and long pathes of contro- 
verfies, alwayes untraceable to ſimple 
Chriſtians , ſomerimes ſcarce , ſome- 
times not at all evident, even to the 
learned themſelves. Such are all thoſe 
things which are in controverfie, be- 
twixtProteſtant Churches: whoſe con- 
nexion with the Foundations of theCa- 
tholike Faith, the Diſpurants on both 
ſides, fay they ſee plainly neceffary ; 
but rhe Adverſaries on both fides cry 
ir down, thatthey ſee no connexion at 
all : bur plaine people ignorant of the 
art of Logick, oftentimes give a blinde 
aſſent to their Doors, being them- 
ſelves in the meane time altogether un- 
certaine of the ſtrength of ſuch conſe- 
quences. Things that in this manner, 
are by their Doors extraCted,andpro- 
unded to Chriſtians, may ſometimes 
e true, but can never be fundametall, 
thatis, abſolutely neceffary for every 
Chriſtian to be known and beleeved for 
the obtaining of eternall life. For even 
as they may enjoy the light and benefir 
ofthe Sun, who cannor perceive the 


Ma 


Mathematicall demonſtrations of rhe Cxap 10- 
| bignefſe, and motions thereof, ſothoſe 
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may enjoy the light, and benefit of fun- 
damentall Do&rines,to Salyation,who 
cannot behold the Theologicall infe- 
rences, and deductions drawn our of 
them. Therefore they are not Funda- 
mentalls , bar things rightly deduced 
in ſome mens Judgements , from the 
Fundamentalls, which are ſo much ur- 
ged to be beleeved from the Divines 
which ſtrive amongſt themſelves, 
Itisnot the part of wiſe Divines, fo Reaf. 5. 
to ſwell, and increaſe the number of 
Fundamentall points, that all Chriſti- 
ans , as well learned , as unlearned, 
ſhould be wholly uncertaine, and igno- 
rant, what, and of what kinde thoſe be | 
which are adjudged properly to be- | 
long to the Foundation of Religion, 
& Catholike Faith, Bur ifwe ſhould ler 
the matter run on ſolong , nillall the | 
controverted Problemes berwixt Pro- | 
teſtants bee counted Fundamentrall , 
long fince they have grown totoo nu- 
merous, hereafrer they may grow to 
an almoſt numberleſfſe nultitude. For 
this ſolemme courſe and praftice is ob- 
ſerved 
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CHADP.1o. ſerved of many , that what they them. 


ſelves have added to any Fundamen- 
tall Axiom, as over weight , and what 
they beleeve to bea conſequence of the 
ſame, this rhey preſently require of all, 
to be counted inthenumber of Funda- 
mentalls.' If we grant to any particu- 
lar Churches,or to their Do&ors, this 
power of creating and multiplying 
Fundamentalls ; all hope is paſt of the 
certainty of the Catholike Faith , all 
hope is gone of the Brotherly commu- 
nion of che Catholike Church. The 
mad error of the Church of Rome may 
confirme the Truth of our opinion, 
who by ſtuffing a medley of uncertain 
opinions into the Creed of T rent, by 
the ſame deed, did both ſhake the im- 
moveable certainty of the Catholikz 
Faith, and the [Union of the Catho- 
Iike Chuch, ſo much defired of ali ; we 
ought nor therefore to mingle contro- 
verſies lately born berwixt us, with the 
foundations of Catholike Faith, which 
are few, and publiſhed by the prea- 
ching of the Apoſtles, through the 
Chriſtian wor!d, and received by the 
joynt confenc of Chriſtians. . 
y 
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" Inthe laſt place, thar theſe things CH4r- 10" 
whereabour we contend , were never Reaſ. 6. 


counted in the number of Fundamen- 
zalls, plainly appeares out of the very 
Amnzuftane confellion penned by Ph.e- 
lan@hon, and approved, and commen- 
ded by Luther. Ir is not likely,that the 
Authors of ſo ſolemne a confeſſion, 
would have omitted any Fundamen- 
tall Do&rine of the Chriſtian Faith 
without the knowledge and beleife, 
whereof , Salvation could not be attain- 
ed by Chriſt Feſws. Bur in'this confef- 
fion ,none of thoſe points doe appeare, 
about which fo fierce a ſtrife, hath been 
been naintained betwixt the Helvetiar: 
and Saxon Churches: In the third 
Articles ofthe Union of the two Na- 
rures in Chriſt: inthe tenth Article of 
the preſence of the Body and Bloud of 
Chriſt inthe Lords Supper, they have 
eſtabliſhed nothing , which is not ap- 
. proved by the conſent of all the Prote- 
ſtants. Andif we ſhould run over the 
reſt of the Articles, we ſhall finde very 
few things, after the laſt corre&ion, 
of which there is any difſenting be- 
rwixt the Proteſtant Churches,nothing 


1 24. 
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CH4r.10. of ſo great moment that ir ſhould bring 


in a Schiſme into the Church ; Bur 

grant ſome things to be inthis confeſli- 

onto which other Churches cannor af- 
ford their conſent ; it ſufficeth to the 
retaining of Peace, that they conſent in 
all things neceſſary to be known for 
the Salvation of Chriſtians. For the 
confeſſions of particular Churches are 
not ſtreitned to. fundamentals alone, 

but ſometimes are extended to the de- 
claring of their judgement of all heads 
of Divinity, as they conceive it expe- 
dient for the Xdification of their peo- 
ple, in Truth , and Piety. Therefore 
their errour 1s not to be born with ; 
who, what ever they finde in their con- 
feſſions, will have it counted fo funda- 
mentall, that they fearenot to ranke 
thoſe forreign Churches, whichin all, 
andevery thing, will not admit the 
fame to be the Rule of ſaving Faith, a- 
mong damned Hereticks, overthrow- 

ers of the Foundation; in a word, a- 

monegſt wicked men,eſtranged from the 

holy brotherhood of good Chriſtians: 

Nothing could be done or thought of 
more injurious. For if we weigh the 

confeſſions 
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Confeſſions, or diſputes of all Refor- CHar.1o. 


med Churches, and place on one fide 
thoſe things , wherein they exaQtly a- 
gree, and ſet onthe other fide, thoſe 
things which are in controverſie ; wee 
ſhall perceive that the former , out of 
the very Nature and Quality of the 
points themſelves belong ro the foun- 
dations of Faith, and Piery ; the later, 
either tothe no wife —— fpecula- 
tions of ſubrile braines,or (it they have 
any ſoliditie in them ) to the true infe- 
rences of the more skilfull Divines, 
our of well grounded Propoſitions: 
But thoſe things, which In this manner 
are built uponthe foundation, are not 
to be made equall with the fundamen- 
calls rhemſelves; nor are they to bee 
accounted to erre in fundamentalls , 
which ſwarve ſomewhat herein, from 
the rightline of Truth. 


CAL AF 


That there 3s no Controverſie betwixt Pro- 
teſtants about Faundamentalls, s: ſhewn 
by inſtancing in three particular que= 
ſtiows , which are conceived before all 
other of greateſt moment to the diſ- 
Joynting of Churches. 


EFORE wee enter 
i0co this diſpute, wee 
muſt premiſe this 
firme, and unmove- 
able rule ; Thar Chri- 
22 QA » ſtian Churches are 
not to be disjoynred,w hich agree inall 
things neceſſary to beknown, or done 
tothe Salvation of Chriſtian men. For 
no Authority lyes in one particular 

Church , to make enquiry into others, 

or office to compell other particular 

Churches, to the rule of their owre 
confeſſions; or power to diffolye the 
Banc® 
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bands of brotherly Cnicy = berwixt CHAP-21 


their owne and other Churches what- 
ſoever , which conſent in the fame 
common Faith, that is, in fundamen- 
calls, and the ſaving Articles of the 
Chriſtian Religion. Ler us ſce there- 
fore, wherher rhe Proteſtants agree ſo 
farre forth, and let us take example 
only from thoſe three controverſies ; 
Of the Preſence of the Body and bloud 
of Chriſt in the Euchariſt ; Ofthe Conr- 
munication of Properties in the perſon 
of Chriſt, God and man ; Of Divine e- 
ledion, and preterition., according to 
the good pleaſure of the Divine will. 
For if in theſe queſtions, by occafion 
whereof, mighty ſurges and billows 
bf contention have been blown up be- 
twixt the Saxm and Helvetian Chur« 
ches, ſo much bee confeſſed on both 
fides, asisneceffary to know to Salva- 
tion ; All the reſt may be left indiffe- 
rent in the middle, or to be diſputed of 
betwixt learned men, with peaceable 
mindes, the brotherly Communion 
betweene Churches being no whit 
broken or torne a pieces. - 
Wee will begin from that, which 
I ' gave 
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CHar.rr. gave beginning to all thereſt, name! 
omthe Preſence of the Body of Chris 
in the Lords Supper, and the cating of 
the ſame. 

Firſtof all, nothing can be concti- 
ved fundamentall,which is not by joint 
conſent, admitted by, or received en 

both fides. This is Fundamentall, 
That the Body aud Bloud of Chrift, are ſo 
zruly preſent , in the Adminiſtration of the 
Sacrament , that Communicants may 
partake of them ſo, as to draw life from 
thence , and thy may juſtly be condemned, 
who ſo receive Bread and Wine, as that 
withall they receive not the Fleſh and Bloud 
of Chriſt to the Salvation of their Souls. 
wm Of this there is no diffemion. For 
1544-p.191 Bucer grants, T bat the Body of the Lord 
__ intheEuchariſt is truly preſent , and par« 
An annum taken off. Calvin ſaith , Wee all confeſſe 
1540.2.178 zp;th one month, that we when we receive 
the Sacrament by Faith , according to the 
- - Lords snſtitution, are made truly partakers 
p. 66. $* of the Subſtance of the Body of Chriſt ; 
Beza ſaith , we deny not the Body of Chriſt 
to be truly preſent , to bee truly given , and 
receiced. I paſſe by the reſt, becauſe no 
Proteſtant Church canbe named,which 
. pro” 


Heſþin ad 
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crue Preſence of the Body and Bloudof 
Chriſt, alchough it acknowledgerh the 
very manner of the Preſence to be Su- 
pernaturall , and plainly divine ; And 
ſers down, that the ſame doth' confift 
not in any Phyſicall crouch or contaR, 
bur in a lively influence, and myſtical] 
Union, and that moſt reall and neer, 
Itis a Fundamentall point, T hat the 
Bread and Wine were the means ordained 
by Chriſt, by which tboſe which dxely eat 
this bread being conſecrated, and drinke 
#bis [wine , eat the lively Fleſh of Chreſt, 
and drinke bis ſaving blood to the Sahvats. 
on of their ſoules, The agreement of all 
Proteſtants in this point , isſo well 
known, we need not take paines to 
proveit; Itisa Fundamentall , Thaz 
Bread andW ine are preſent in the Supper, 
and are eaten, and drunke in a locall, natae= 
rall, ſenſible manner,but that ( briſts Flſb 
and Bloud arepreſent , and partaken of in 
8 Divine admirable manmer , and not to 


c ob not with che Excharift , the Cy a>.1Þ+ 


be ſearched'owt, So Fames eAndrewes, ©: Mop. 
Concerning the manner , wee can only ſay 37s 


this, That it is Supernaturall, and im- 
Ccomprebenſible to buntane reaſon ; and 
I 2 theres 
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Pax. 25: in tle afcer; The manger heavenly, ſmper* 
notis Marg, natural, inſomuch as it 1s wholly ſpirits 
all, And ar the Church # a myſtical! 
body with Chriſt, ſo alſo this receiving us 
done in a M/yſterie : Tn the Conference 
lately had at Lipfhgh, rhe Saxons did 
grant , T bat the manner of the receiving, 
which they defended to be done by vertme of 
| the Elements , was notwithſtanding hea- 
| venly, ſupernaturall , aud knowne 10 God 
| alone. None is ignorant , that (alvin, 
| Bxcer, and all the reſt were in the ſame 
| Col. Monr- Opinion, Beza faith expreſly, T he man= 
pelg. p.66, ner of th? Recesving , 14 a Myſtery to be be- 
| leeved, which exceedeth the capacity of 
| mans wit, and underſtanding. Hitherto 
| the DoCtors and Churches well agree 
| amongſt themſelves. 

Secondly, nothing can be conceived 
contrary to the Fundamentall dottrine 
of this Sacrament, which isnot reje&ed, 
and damn'd of all Proteſtant Chur- 
ches : they are point blanck againſt all 
errocnousdodrines of the bare repre- 
ſentation of the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, parted from the true and reall 
exhibiring of him , of the peg 

ran- 
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CHAP.11. therefore there is no diſputing thereof. A lit- 
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Tranſubſtantiation of the bread and CHar.11, 


wine into the body and blood of 
Chriſt, the Accidents only remaining 
fe wichout a Subje& ; Of rhe Locall 
and naturall preſence of rhe Body and 
Blood of Chriſt in the Lords Supper ; 
Ofrhe Locall Conſubſtanriation, Co- 
exiſtency, or Inexiſtency of the Body 
and blood of Chriſt, with the earthly 
Elements, or in the ſame. Theſe, and 
if there be any other , which oppoſe, 
or fight againſt the very nature of a Sa- 
crament, and the truth of the Body of 
Chriſt, are condemned by the common 
aſſent, nor only of the Heleetian, but 


Lutberan Churches. Let Fames An- 


drewes ſpeake for all the reſt; Wee doe py. p.16, 


not determine a Phyſical or Locall pre- 
ſence of the Body and blood of Chriſt, in tbe 


holy Supper. Theſe words Subſtancially, pag-183+ 


Corporally, Really, Orall ; 
_— elſe 4 9, Rds true pe FEagus 
eating of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, We 
rejeft all Phyſicall Conſubſtantiation,whe- 
t ber it be viſible, or inviſibie,and only teach 
ſuch a Conjuniio as #1 Sacramneentall. 
_ The fame was the opinion of the S2x- 
ens 1n the conference at Lipſigh, ro 
I 3 which 
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Cnav.r1. whichtheſe of Brandenburg and Heſ- 


lasd did ſubſcribe. 

Thirdly, nothing remaineth unde- 
cided in this Controverfie, which can 
becalled a Fundamentall point, or for 
which the Brotherly Communion of 
Churches cannot be eſtabliſhed. For 
that word Orally , which is uſed of the 
Saxons, and 1s diſallowed of other 
Churches, is ſo uſed of theſe, that they 
bring in no Fundamentall errour, and 
is ſorejeQed of thoſe, that they over- 
throw no fundamenrall Do&rine. For 
they that defend the Oral! cating , as 
well of the Body of Chriſt, as of the 
bread, notwithſtanding denie ſuch a 
Preſence of the Body of Chriſt, as is 
Locall ro mens mouthes, wirhour 
which an Orall eating cannot properly 
be performed. For tharbody canuor 
be eaten with the mouth , betwixt 
which and mens mouthes there is gran- 
ted a great diſtance of place; That 
cannat be eaten with the mouth of the 
Body, which is ſo preſent ro the place 
of che mouth, that ir is not locally pre- 
ſent to the mouth. When therefore 
they allow of ſuch a diſtance, and "= 
UC 
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ir is plaine , that they paſſe and tranſ- 
ferrethe Oralcating , which is truly, 
and properly affirmed of the bread a- 
lone, by a new, and figurative manner 
of ſpeech, tothe Fleſh of Chriſt local- 
ly remaining inthe Heavens, and not 
locally preſent tothe mouthes of men. 
Moreover, When they remove from this 
Oralleating,all champing and chewing 
of che body of Chriſt,the letting down 
of the thing chewed into the ſtomack, 
the increafing and nouriſhing of the 
body of man by this fleſh thus chewed, 
ic is evident , however they thinke 
firroreraine this forme of ſpeech, yer 


they meane nothing by this Orall ear- ' 


ing , that is joyned with the Caper- 
nattes, rending of the Fleſh of Chriſt 
with their teeth, or agreeable with the 
fignification of the words , as they 
ſound to mens eares in the Latines 
They only ſeme to deſire ro affirme 
this z That this Orall cating , which 
rruly, properly, uſually, and immedi- 
ately, 1s affirmed of the eating of the 
Bread, may, by the force of the conſe- 
crated bread comming between, by a 

I 4 new, 


. fach aLocationtothe Body of Chriſt, Caae.11, 


An FExbortation to 


CHAP. 11. new , unuſual , myſticall, and plainly 


heavenly ſignification of Orall eating, 


 befitted, and applyed to the Fleſh of 


Chriſt. Now as touching thoſe who 
on the other fide contend , That the 
eating of the Fleſh of Chriſt, is not to 
be called an Orall cating , but rather a 
Mentall, Spiricuall, or Perfonall ; be- 
cauſe the Perſon eating the bread 
with his mouth , with his minde toge- 
ther cares the true and lively fleſh of 
Chriſt : Yet they denie not, bur thar 
the viſible bread is the Inſtrument, or 
means appointed by Chriſt, which the 
perſon uſeth to the cating of the Invi- 
ſible bread ; but they thinke,, that che 
cating of that thing 1s properly called 
Orall, which may be done by the 
Teeth, and inſtruments inthe mouth : 
bur that the eating of that thing cannot 
be called Orall, which is neither locally 
preſent to the mouth, neither, if itwere 
preſent, could ic be ſubjett to ady AR 
of mans mourh , becauſe of the Glori- 
ous, and impafſible,nature which it 
hath. _ Betwixt theſe Opinions, I ſee 
ſome contrariety about the propriety 
of words, and phraſe of ſpeech , _ 
| | the 
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the maine, and of the Truth of the Ca» CHar. 11. 


tholique Faith, either none at all, orat 
leaſt ſo little , rthat' norwithſtanding, 
there may be place for the eſtabliſhing 
of Brotherly Communion bet wixe the 
Churches, This of the firit Controver- 
fiez we paſſe to the Second. 


Of the Perſon of (briſt, and Communi- 
cation of bus Properttes, 


T is cafe to ſhew out of their Wri- 
tings, who have handled this Con» 
eps 5 that there is a full Conſent 
betwixt Reformed Churches, concer- 
ning Fundamentalls , .and that the 
whole Bickering is either about cer- 
taine manners of ſpeech, which are nor 
foundedin the Scriptures themſelves, 
ar about conſequences , which ſome af= 
firme, others denie, thar they can be 
rightly inferred ont of the Scriptures, 
meanetime the Fundamentalls, being 
ſafe on both ſides , although all errour 
benot excluded about things not Fun+ 
damentcall. The truth ofthis Aſſertion 
will appeare : 


Firſt, if with a fincere and prudent 
te Judge- 
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CHAP-11 . Judgement we ponder all thoſe things, 


in which thoſe who wrangle about 0+ 


- ther matters, yet acknowledge there is 


one Con{ent and Harmony of all Pro- 
teſtant Churches, Fames eAndrews 
reckons up ſeven Propoſitions , of all 
which he confeſſerh there is no Con= 
troverſe betwixt the Churches. Alſo 

Be2.arecites certaine heads ofdoQrine, 
of the Perſon of Chriſt, and Commu» 
nication of his Properries, in all which, 
ic is evident, Thar all Proteſtant Di- 
vines doe Conſent. Not many yeeres 
fince the Conference at Lipfigh, cer- 
raine famous Divines ſumnr'd all theſe 

Points up to twelve Articles, in which 
there is unanimous conſent of the 
Communication of the Perſon of 
Chriſt , and his Properties. In theſe 
things wherein we have the opinions 
of all Proteſtant Churches ſo well a- 
2reeing, I dare not ſay,that nothing is 
wanting which belongs to knowledge 
indivinity , yet I confidently affirme, 

Thar there is nothing deficient which 

pertaines to the Catholike Faith, no- 

rhing which is neceſſary to be knowne, 


——and beleeved to the Salvation of 32 


Chriſti» 


Re 
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Chrifttan man ; Laſtly, nothing which CHAP.1 L- 


argues cither theſe, or thoſe to have 
ſtarted aſunder from the Foundation, 
or that they ought co ſtart from mutu- 
all Communion. It therefore in this 
Controverſie of the Perſon of Chriſt, 
and Properties of his Natures,there re- 
maine ſome knorty things, which are 
more ſmoothly to be explained, Ler 
Divines afford their helping hand to 


| this matter, and not for this thing rend 


their Churches in pieces ; Let them 
kindly bring back their wandring 
Brethren into the way, let them nor 
furiouſly break aſfunder the bands of 
Brotherly Unity : Let them build up- 
on the fundamentall Do&rines their 
owne Gold, Silver, or Pretious ſtones, 
and let them throw downe the hay, 
and ſtubble built up by others ; Ler 


; themnot thruſt downe others from the 


Foundation, nor disjoynt themſelves 
from thoſe whom they themſelves ſee 
ſtick faſt ro the Foundation, and Fun- 
damentall Articles. 

Secondly , what hath been faid of 
the joynt Conſent in Fundamentalls, 


| maybeplainly ſcene , if we weigh all 


thoſe 
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Crap, 11. thoſe Hereties that ever oppoſed the 
Fundamentall Articles of the Perſon 
of Chriſt, and overturned the Founda- 
tion of mans ſalvation. For they who 
damne, and curſe all thefe, camnor be 
accuſed of violating the Foundation, 
except by Slander, cannot be con- 


can be reckoned up, whether ancient or 
moderne, againſt which all rhe Protc- 
ſtant Churches are nor moſt ready to 


Inthe Conference at Lipſigh{where- 
of we have often made mention for the 
hope ir gave to us of renewing of uni- 
ty) all the ſpeakers with joynt conſent, 
and fromtheir whole heart did damne 
and rcject all errours of ancient and 
later Arians, Neſtorians , Entschians, 
AMonothelites, Marcionites , Photmians, 
and by what other names ſoever they 
be called : On the other fide , with 
mourh and heart they gave their col- 
ſent to the Apoſtolicall , Nicene , and 
Athanaſian Creed. He that in this man- 
ner approves all Points received and 


allowed ofthe Ancient Church , con- 
| Crs 


Paz.10, 


| 


demned but by high injuſtice. Bur |, 
now it is well knowne, thatno Hereſie |' 


bring their voice to condemne them. . 
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4 cerning the Perſon of Chriſt , and pro- CHA?-21: 


perties of bothhis Natures, rejedts all 
things condemned of the ſame, may 
chance in manner of ſpeech reraine a 
forme of wordsnot very ſound, orin 
ſome conſequences, may makea ſmall 
ſwerving fromthe Truth , but cannot 
make a departure from the foundation, 
or fundamental Do&rine of the Catho- 


 likeChurch;ſeeing Meland, ſaid right- 
© ly, That opinions unknown to the ancient Apud. Li- 
therium, 

Tom. 1%. 11 


aiſp-p. 441+ 


church, altbough at this time theybe generaly 
received yet ere no Doctrines of theC etbolth 


+ Church ; much lefſe ach Fundamentall 


dodrines,as are of force before God to 
break the Peace & Uniry of Churches. 

Thirdly,inthis matter of the Perſon 
of Chriſt , and communication of his 
Properties , that thoſe things are not 
fundamentall,which as yer hang unde- 
cided may, appear from the very terms 
and words, which Divines are conſtrai- 
ned to uſe ro expreſle their opinion. 
For in fundamentalls, we heare plaine 
& cleer Propoſitions: ſuch as theſe are. 

In Chriſt GoJ and Man, the humane 
and divine nature are moſtneerly cou- 
pled together ; each nature in Cbriſt 
hath, 


"fn Exhortation to 


Cie. hath , and reraines irs owne pro- 


prieries. 

The proprieties of one nature, can 
never be madethe proprieties of ano- 
thernature.In the perſon of Chriſt,there 
is a Communication of Properties, by |: 
which that isattributed, and aſcribed |- 
to the whole Perſon, which is proper to | 
one of his natures ? As when we ſay], 
God was crucified for ws, or, the Man 
Chriſt is Onmipotent. 

Inthis Communication , the divine 
nature neither powreth forth the 
perties of its Divinity , nor infulcth . 
them into the humane nature. 

Theſe andall other things,which are 
cleerly ſpoken of the Perſon of Chriſt, 
and Communication of his Properties 
are contradiCted by none. Bur thoſ{c 
things which are conceived, and infol- 
ded inſtrange, forreign, and doubtful! | 
termes, beger ſtrifes upon ftrifes, and | 

neſtions upon queſtions, Such are |: 
thoſe Problems, Whether the propric- 
ties of the Natures, in the Perſon of 
Chriftbe communicated only verbally, 
or really ; Wherher they bee commi- 


nicated inthe abftra&,or the concrete, 
an 
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and others of the ſame ſtampe : which, Czae.r1. 


by the very ſound of the words, doe 
appeare to have ſprung out of the 
Schoole of Grammarians and Logict- 
ans, not ofthe Apoſtles, and ancient 
Fathers, -and therefore not to bee re- 
counted in the number of fundamen- 
talls. 

But let us adde ſome few things of 
the queſtions themſelves. That ſome 
affirme that this queſtion is propoun- 
ded, Wherhere there be ſuch an Union 
of natures in the perſon of (briſt, in 


Which neither nature communicates 


any thing to the other , beſides the bare 


. name; they ſeem rome to feigne aque= 
ſion which never was betwixt the pro- 


teſtant Churches. For with one voice 
they confcfle ; That ſuch is the Union 
of the natures in the Perſon of Chriſt , 
in which many things are communica- 
ted to the humane Nature , yea all 
things , although excellent gifts, 
| whereofa created nature can be a ſub- 


+ je capable to receive them. And &« 


.venas no Proteſtant, corrupterh this 
Propolition , The ManChriſt s God, 


_ withthis wicked Interpretation , The 


Afar 


I 
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Cap. 11. Man Chriſt bath the bare, and empty ritle 


of God, So neither doe any depraye this 
propoſition, The ſan Cbriſt is onmipo- 
tent, with this perverſe expoſition, T te 
Man Cbriſt 4 in word only or title Onmi- 


potent : but acknowledgerh the matter 


it ſelfe , which is ſignified in this Pre- 
ascate,cruly, and really to agree to the 
Man Chriſt, becaulc it truly agreesto 
his perſon, which the terme fan doth 
deſigne and denote. They which on 
the other fide defend, thar ir is not on- 
ly truly ſaid, of the Man Chriſt, that he 
is Onmnipotent , Qmniſcient, &c. bur 
alſo that of the humane nature ofChriſt, 
that the ſamie is Omnspotent , Omniſcient, 
&-c. yetdoe ſo temper , andexplaine 


this their opinion, that they deny theſe 
divine properties to bee powered into 


the humane nature, or ever become 
properties fixed, and ſcrled inthe hu» 
mane nature; and determine them 
only by the perſonall Union, and cx- 
alration that followed upon it, to be 
attributed ro him in his Perſon, and not 
feyerally,. It thete be any difference, 
berwixt theſe Opinions, it is ſo ſubtle , 


ſo farre removed from the capadity , 
an 


ty 8 
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ple, that ir cannot be in che number 
of fundamentall Dodrines , except 
we will faine a new kinde of fundamen- 
talls, hicherto unknown, and unheard 
of ro the Cartholike Church , and 
people of God. 

As concerning other ung , 
which thoſe foure words, have bred 
unto u3,V erbally, Realh, in the Concrete, 
in the Abſtraft , we may freely ſay, ſuch 
termes of Art ought not ro enter inro 
the articles of the Chriſtian Faithfrom 
the knowledge nach gen Poor life 
and Salvation,not only of learned men, 
andLogicians, biat of the unlearned,and 
of ali common Chriſtians : Moreover, 
ic is lictle fareable, thar we ſhould ek 
fundamemall Do&rines in Propoſiti- 
ons,as long,as it is not agreed on, of the 
ſenſe and frgnification of rhe cermes, 
which are uſed inthe framing of chem, 


Put what comes to be underſtood , Collsg- 
under the name of Concrete , what Momptl- 


under the name of AbſtraF, could 
not be conſented on, berwixt James 
Andrewes, and Theodore Beza , neicher 
as yet doe the Divines of both fides 


K well 
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CxAr.r1, well agree inthe fignificarion of theſe 
| rn ne 


words , when they are referred to 
Chriſt. Therefore it is enough for the 
retaining of [[nity berwixr Churches, 
that all acknowledge the Communicae 


. tionof Properties, not tobeverball, 


- but reall, fo farre forth as thar the ſame 


andone only Pcrſon to whom it is attri- 
bured, istraly and really God, is alſo 
truly and really man , and therefore 
things may really be predicated of God 
which belong ro Man , and of the Man 
Chriſt, which belong to God. 

Bur if we ſhould cbange the name of 
God, into Godhead ; or Man, into 
Manhood; all alſo will acknowledge, 
that the Propofitions are nor to be re- 
ceived with the ſame ccrrainty ; None 
will doubt of this Propoſition. 

God was Crucihed tor our fins : 

Bur if it be thus altcred. 

The Godhead or Divine Nature was 
Crucified for our ſins, 

It will afford occaſion, nor only of 
doubting , but of being deceived. So 
this Propoſition is placed , withour the 
reach of all queſtion. 

The Man Chriſt is omnipotegt, om- 
nipreſenr, &c. Þur 
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Bur ifthe word Mai, be changed in» CHAP FI» 
to the word Manhood, as to fay, 

The Manhood or humane nature of 
Chriſt is omniporent, omnipreſent, 
&c. ic will nor appeare fo plainly, ro 
the Orthodox intheir Judgement, ,, .,, 

ſtine ſhewerh us the light , to £,;2.c02. 

frameand underſtand ſuch Propoliti- & Tom.6. 
ons, made of Chriſt, God , and Man, contra Ser. 
almoſt in every book. Ler the places 4714%:9m- 
noted on the margin be conſulted with. edey nga 
Alſo Lztber himlelfe in Hoſpinian, hath 3; rom. 
many things moſt worthy to bee confi- 10.5.N,144 
dered, of the Perſon of Chriſt, and verbs 
communication of his Attributes, and 2%” 


| Hiſt. Satt&. 
moſt ro the purpoſe, for the crue un», 


| derftanding ofthisqueſtion: I will adde 15,16,17, 


rhis onething , thar thoſe rwo Propos 18, 
ficions , 
T be Man Chrift is God, 
The God Chriſt is Man. 
Which are the foundation of all che reſt, 
in which this communication of Actri- 
bures ( whereofthe ftrife is ) is made, - 
are above and againſt all rules of Lo- 
gicians and Philofophers. In' vaine 
therefore doe we leane to the conſe- 
qQUEnNCics cata we endeavor, 
| 2 iQ 
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Cranr.rr. tO annex other new fundamentralls unto 


them : we doe itin tearing and rending 
the unity of the Churches , when they 
cannot ſee alike the force of ſuch con- 
ſequencies. For thoſe which acknow- 
ls and embrace rhe truth of all fun- 
damentals, in this queſtion abour the 
Perſon of Chriſt, are notto be caſt off 
from other Churches, for eyery error 
in the manner ofſpeech, or ignorance 
inthe manner of inferring or deducing 
of confequencies. Now in the laſt 
place, let us briefely ſee what is to be 
determined in that controverfie, which 
is about divine Predeſtination. 


Of Divine Preadeſtination. 


S concerning this controverfie, 

many things in the very heat of 
diſputation , have fallen from ſome pri- 
vate DoQors of great account, which 
ſeem notto agree ſquare to the exaCt 
rule of Truth.i Bur theſe things ought 
not tobe urged, tothe breaking aſun- 
der of the Unity, and Communion of 
the Churches, if once it appeare to all 


Proteſtant Churches, that , that is con- 
| feed, 


ys  — — 
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feſſed , whatſoever inthis matrer isne- Car. 11 


cefſary to be believed unto Salvation, 
and thar all errors arerejeed of all , 
which croſſe and oppoſe Mans Salvati- 
on to be obrained by Chriſt. Look 
into all the Confeſſions of the Refor- 
med Churches, you ſhall finde nothing 
left out of them , which may be called 
fundamentall ; nothing put into them, 
which overthroweth any fundamen- 
tall Article. All doe conſent, thar 
none is ele&ed or Predeſtinated from 
Ecernity 'to Salvation , except our of 
the meer, and moſt free mercy and 
grace of God; thar none in rime is 
brought to Salvation or Erernall Life, 
except by the way of Faith , Repen- 
tance, and new Obedience. Alto all 
grant, that God from Eternity , did as 
well decree to givetothe Ele&, as he 
did foreſee all thoſe ſaving goods 
ſhould bee given them , by helpe 
whereof they are brought to Ecernall 
Life z Thar hedid alſo decree, fo to 
give to them , and; did foreſee that 
this ſaving grace ſhould ſo bee given, 
that they cannot boaſt of any cauſe, or 
occaſion found, or foreſeen in them- 
K 3 ſelves, 
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Crap. rr. ſelyesof this Gods bounty unto them, * * 
Laſtly, they grant thar all the certain- 
ty which ſingleperſons have, or ought 
ro haverto eternall Life, oughr not'to 
be fought 4 Prieri, beginning at the Top 
inthe Decree, or Preſcience of God ; 
but 2 poſteriori, beginning at the bot- 
tome, 1h the fruits of Faith and Holi- 

| neſſe, And moreover, they conclude 

| this, That the Ele& themſelves cannot 

be ſuſtained or refreſhed withthe com- 

ll | fort of their eleCtis or ſalvation, when, 

| and as long as they wander out of the 
way of Salvation , becauſe the boly Spi- © 

Rom, rit will not beare witne ſſe to their hearts, 

15,16, that they are the ſonnes and beires of God, 

| but when they are led by the Spirit of God. 

But men cannot havea ſure and firme 

comfort of their Ele&ion and Adopti- 

on, except the Spirit witnefſe this unto 

Ul! - their ſpirits. 

|  Nowas touching, that Paſſing men 

i by, or not Ele&ting them , which 1s | 

| commonly called Reprobation ; I | 

ſce nothing Fundamentall whereof 
there is any difſention berwixt the 

Reformed Churches. If as yet all 

things be not well agreed on berw1xc 

"4 © f par- 
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particular Do&ors, Let chem io em- = CRAFT: i1, 


ploy their Armes, and uſe their Ta 


Rodin th, that they pluck nor aſunder 
the Churches themſelves wich a dan» 
groom Schiſme. The Authors of our 
Engliſh Confeſſion, in the X V I I. Ar- 
js A i Predeſtinarion 1 is handled, 
would not fo much as in a word touch 
uponthe other Queſtion of Reproba- 
tion, both becauſe of the uſeleffe (pecu- 
lations which mens curiofitie would 
extrat thence, as alſo becauſe 
out ofthe Do&rine of Predeftination 
well grounded, ſo much may eaſily be 
gathered as is neceſſary or proficable 
to know or bells of Reprobation. But 
neither for this thing 1s there cauſe to 
diffolve the Brotherly Union betwixr 
Proteſtants. All grant and agree , that 
theſe Propoſitions are moſt true. | 

That the A& of Reprohationjn God, 
as that of Ele&ion, is from Erer- 
nity. 

That none is Reprobated from E- 
ternity , which aigls not be Repro- 
bated without all Cruelty or Inju- 
ſtice. 

That no one was fore-damned of 

K 4 God 
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Cyar.rt.God from Erernitie, whom he from 


Erternitie did nor foreſee wrapt up in 
the guilt of damnation. 

That no one ſhall in timie be damned, 
butthrough the moſt Juit merit of his 
owne corruption and impiety. 

That the Originall, and cauſe of all 
Evills, which drownes Reprobarcs in 
perdirion, is not found in Gcd Repro- 
bating , burin the Reprobates them- 
ſelves. 

That this Eternall Reprobation 
cannot appeare tro any particular Per- 
ſon, unleſk out of the frui:s muſt wor- 


thy of damnation, which he brings 


forth, and loves to bring forth to the 
end of his life, 

Thar there isno {ingle Perſon, which 
may not atraine Erernall Life , by Re. 


penting , Beleeving, and Perſevering, * 


according tathe Tenor cf the Cove- 
nant of the Goſpell. 

Thar there is no ſuch Decree of 
God, by which Reprobates ſhould,be 
forced; and neceſſitated ro finne and 
periſh z Bur alwayes: they periſh by 
rheir own voluntary unbeliefe, and 
impiery, frec, and not conſtrained. 
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Ir appeared lately m che Conference CHAr.1l, 


of Lipfigh , that there is an agreement 
in all theſe Points. If there be any other 
things remaining, they arerather Con- 
troverfies abour words, than abour 
matter ; rather diſcords abour ſubrile 
Specularions , than fundamentall Ar- 
eicles. Such are thoſe which are diſpu- 
red betwixt Schoolmen , of the Signi- 
fication of the very words , namely 
Predeſtination and Reprobation , of rhe 
Imaginary order of Priority , and Po- 
ſteriority berwixr the Erernall ACts of 
Predeftinating , and Fore-knowing of 
the un{earchable manner of Divine 
working abour all humane AQtions, 
wherher good or bad, of the neceflirie, 
or Contingency of all things, which 
from Eternity were predeſtinated , or 
fore-knowne of God. In ſuch per- 
plexed Controverſies, it cannot bee, 
but contradi&ions muſt ariſe ofcen« 
times betwixt Diſputants: Yer brother- 
ly Concord, may be made up, and 
maintained betwixr the Churches 
themſelves, asanciently ir'was preſer- 
ved berwixt the African and Latine 
Churches, Their Doftors in the mean 
rime 
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CHAD, 1I. time __ of — opinions in the 
| weighty Queſtion of Baptizing of He- 
far po reticks, To cloſe u a "qe word ; 
Zubaian- Thoſe Charches ( falfly ſo called ) may 
TR be forſaken , which poſſeſſe not the 
Etin ſent. Foundation of the Apoſtles preaching : 
74 d But true Churches ought not to be de- 
Bape. '* ſertedand pluckt aſunder from others, 
for the Errors of particular Do&ors, 
becauſe the Faith of Churches leanes 
nor upon the names or writings 


of {ingle Perſons. 
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Some ObjeFions wbererith ſome Learned 

Drvines have been moved to breakg off 

| - - the Communion betwixt Proteſtant 
Churches , are anſwered, 


$6Ruly it isto be bemoan- 
Jy ed, That ſome fo far 
FF abhorre from the Bro- | 
therly Communion | 
Sezas of Proteſtants betwixt 
themſelves , that they 
charge this very thing as a fault upon 
peaceable Divines , 6 Sh they will nor 
ſuffer, that theſe Controverties which 
are handled berwixt Learned men, 
ought to break off the Bands of holy 
| Brotherhood berwixe the Churches 
Ul themſelves. Bur let us weigh what 
Reaſons they chiefly rely on, who con- 
rend, that rhis disjoynring of Chur- 
ches 1s abſolutely neceſſary. 
| No Communion is to be retained Arg. x. 
f with thoſe Churches which embrace, 
and 


I s £ "As Exhort ation t6 


CH4p-12. and with obſtinacy defend corruptions 
of DoArrine, intrenching on the Glory, 


£6 


bur the Lutherans thinke that this is 
done in many points by the Calvinifts; 
and on the other fide , the Calviniſts 
complaine, that'the ſame is done by the 
Lutherans : Therefore it 1s nor lawfull 
for rheſe Churches which are il! di- 
ſRtinguiſhed by the names of Luther and 


nion amonglt themſelves. The major 
Propoſition they conceive well fonn- 
ded inthat moſt true Maxime, That 
all rhings which we doe, are to be re- 
1 Cor.16, 31, ferred to the Glory of God, The mi- 
nor, they account themſelves ro haye 
roved, by running over all theſe 
hk of Dodtrine whereabout the 
contend z for the Divines on both fides 
doepreſume , that their Opinions doe 
ever make to the illuſtration of Gods 
Glory, and that the contrary alwaycs 
obſcures1t. 


ons, we mult level at the Glory of God, 
and it muſt alfo be confeſſed, that this 
is rhe nature of fin , and falſe DoArine, 


chat 


and repugnant to the Word of God; 


Calvin, to retaine Brotherly Commu- 


Azſr. None denie, butthatin all our a&i- , 
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that alwaies of itſelfe it is of force to Craps, 
impaire the Glory of God in ſome 
part. But that to me ſeems weak and 
unſound, which both fides preſume up- 
on, as 0n a thing to be granted, and 
not atall tobedenyed, Namely, that 
it tendeth to theGlory of God, for us 
| torenounce Brotherly comunion with 
t thoſe Churches, wherein DoQtrines 
are defended in ſome manner , and de- 
# greecrofling the glory of God. Thoſe 
| things which fo ſhake the Glory of 
q God, that they ſuffer nor at all thoſe 
which are erroneous in them, to have 
ſaving Communion with God , and 
| Chriſt, neither doe they ſuffer Ortho- 
| dox Chriſtians to retaine Brotherly 
| Communion with them. Bur thoſe 
things which in ſome meaſure are re- 
{ pugnanttothe truth ofthe Scriptures, 
and glory of God, but yet doe not de- 
| ftroytheſaid Communion, can in no 
{ wiſe afford to any particular Church 
juſt cauſe of departing and dividing it 
felfe from another : for this is the very 
ſelfe ſame faulr,which the Ancients en- 
deavored to render odious to all,under 
the infamous name of Schiſme. But Mp "x 
alſo 


A. Exhortation to + 


Criar- I2; alſo may be added, that the Churches 


whichare in the right, doe wellenough 
diicharge their duryes, when rhey pro- 
vide and take care, that their owne 
People benort intangled in rhe errors 
of others, when they endeavor with all 
gentlenefſe ro reduce the wandring 
Churches into the way of Truth. But 
when they depart from rhe Communi- 
on , and Brotherly [nity of the 
Church, from which Chrift hirtherro 
hath not departed, rhey defend not, bur 
grievouſly wound rhe glory of God 
and Chriſt , by this cheir ſeparation. 
Laſtly, when the far greater 'parr of 
articular Churches, confiſts- not of 
famed Doors, bur of fimple people, 
it cannortruly be affirmed , thar they 
underſtand the Errours propagared by 
the learned , muchlefle that they ſtick 
ro rhem , leaſt of all char they ſtick to 
them wih obſtinacy and wilfulneſſe, 
Therefore under pretence of theſe, the 
bands of Chriſtian Brotherhood arc 
not to be broken berwixt whole 
Churches. For Fernſalem 34 built #4 8 
city which 1 at unity in it ſelf,and which 
wil take ir in very ill part,thar her parts 


are 
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are pluckr , and broken afunder on CHAP. 13+ 


any cdJour whatſoever. We aſcribe t 
therefore to bean a& of Piery, rhar they 
are fearefull ro fin againſt the Glory of 
God bur wee account it to be from 
want of wiſedome, that they eſtceme 
the divition of the Proteſtant Char» 
ches, aseither a neceſſary, or fit,or law- 
fall meanes to rhe advancing of the 
Glory of God, 


Thoſe Churches 'cannor entertaine erg. 2. 
Brotherly Communion betwixt them= Col?. Mems 
ſelves, whoſe Do&ors doe murtually*ar» P*s:?- 557+ 


raigne one another, as guilry of horri- 
ble errors and the worſt Hereſies, \Bur 
the Do&ors of the Proteſtant Churches 
have done, and yer doe rhis in their 
writings. Therefore the brotherly 
communion betwixt the Churchescan 
neither be retained nor renewed. 


; Wharſoever by angry adverſaries, is Arſ- 


branded with thename of Hereſie, is 
not preſently to bee recounted in the 
Caralogue of Herefies: for my part,l 


conceive that none can free or defend 
the Divines of theſe or thole ſides from 


all errors intheir comroyerſall Wri- 
tings, Wetherefore, who know well 


ro 
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CHAP.13. to mollifie the harſh ſpeeches of our 
own Divines, with a fovourable inter- 
pretarion, ought not any more to wreſt 
the crooked opinions of our Adverſa- 
ries, and to make foule and horrible 
Herefies , out of their errours whatſo- 
ever. Hitherto it may be added(which 
all men «killed in controverftes, know 
robe moſt true ) that thoſe foule Here- 
fies, which the Proteſtants charge one 
another with, for the moſt part are not 
expreſly found in the writings of the 
Doors themſelves, nor are affirmed 
of them in very words, but are for- 
cibly racked , out of other words 
of theirs, by . I know not what , ſmall 

threads of conſequencies, whileſt they 
themſelves diſclaim them, & curſe ſich 
Herefies from their whole heart. But 
good men ought to deale fairely , and 
not to faſten Herericall ſenſe on other 
mens words, when the Writers them- 
ſelves, which are the belt expounders 
of their own words, can, and uſe to re- 
ducethem to a Catholike ſenſe. More- 
over ler it be taken for granted (which 
indeed isnor to be granted ) that theſe 
Do&ors were convicted of thoſe 7 
| rible 
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rible errors, whereot they uſe to be ac- 
cuſed; namely, That rhey make God 
the author of finne : Thar they make 
numberlefſe men. to bee created to des 
ſtru&ion, and damnation : That they 
make Chriſts Body and Bloud abſent in 
the Lords Supper,and that others alſo 
are juſtly condemned, for bringing in a 
double Omnipotency into the Church, 
one created, and anorher increated, of 
the Capernaits rending, and mangiing 

of che fleſh of Chriſt , of Chriſts fl 
immenſe & infinite; yet for theſe errors 
of the Doors, were itlawfull for no 
man to breake off rhat Brotherly come 
munion , which Chrift Feſws our elder 
\ Brother will have preſerved ſafe and 
found, berwixc all partsof his Catho- 
like Church 5 which thing,we ſo much 
the more confidently affirme ; becauſe 
(whatſoever may be determined con- 
cerning the private DoQors ) moſt 
ſure it 1s, that all the foreſaid errours, 
and others of the ſame kinde, were ever 
by the joynt conſent of all learned, and 
unlearned , blackd, and branded with 
the note of Hereticall wickednefle in all 
Proteſtant Churches, Wherefore, what 
L way 
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CHAr.r2, was anciently fad of Auguſtine to the 


Donatiſts , which ul hated the brother- 


Epif.5o, Iy Unity of Churches, If Czcilian bath 


finwed, Chriſt bath not therefore loſt bis in« 
beritance , that being; a little altered, 
may be uſed of us; It Luther did erre, 
If {-kvin did flip into anerror , Chriſt 
therefore hath not loſt his U[nircy ; nor 
ought thoſe Chriſtian Chruches, wher- 
in Luther , or Calviz diſcharged the 
fun&ion of a DoCtor , to loſe their 
Brotherly Conmunion. Laſtly, where-« 
as all particular Churches are gathered 
together our of men ſubject ro error, it 
is more than probable, that there is no 


Church to be found on the Earth, in 


which either thoſe that teach others, 
or are taught by others are free from 
all error. If therefore any Prote- 
tant Church hath dÞtermined to have 
no brotherly communion with any, in 
which their famousDoQors have grie- 
vouſly erred, it may ſafely communi- 
cate which none under heaven, yea nor 
it ſelfe, with it ſelfe, Therefore for 
the Errors of the Do@ors , the Separa- 
tions of the Churches are not to bee 
made or allowed, 
They 


l 
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| They that fit in the Chaire either CHADP- 22+ 
DoRorall or paſtorall,difcharge a pub- efrg.. 3+ 


like office, and their DoErines are to 
be accounted rhe DoArines of the 
Churches wherein they live; eſpecial- 
ly, when their writings are ſer forth in 
print, whereby they are made publike , 
andare approved with rhe exprefle, 
at leaſt with the filent ſuffrage , and 
conſent of thoſe Churches wherein 
they ſerve. When therefore the Do- 
Qors maintaine foule and damnable 
Herefies , the whole Church is preſu- 
med to be guilty of the fame,and there- 
fore brotherly Comnunion is to bee 
broken offno lefſe with the Churches 


themſelves ,than with their Herericall 
Doors. 


T anſwer; Har the Proteſtant Do- 1/* 
ors which on 


oth fides accuſe, and 
are accuſed of ſome horrible opinions 
publiſhed in their writing , were never 
convictedby their adverſaries of ſo hor- 
rible a crime, by any publike, orlegall 
judgement. Yea, none can be named 
ofthoſe foule Herefies , which they 
chemſelves, that are accuſed to main- 
taine them, have nor confuted , and 
L 2 col 
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Cyar.r2- condemned in their writings, Let any 


that can produce any of thoſe foule He- 
refies , which hee exclaimes to be pub- 
likely defended by Luther, or Calvix; 
by thoſe they call Lx:b:rans, or (alvi- 
niſts, one may eaſily ſhew that they 
have been rejeted and condemned of 
the ſame. Fohn Gerard, a moſt learned 
man, and moſt famous in the Church 
of God, hath vindicated Luther from 
ſuch accuſarions;Calvir whilſt he lived, 
clecred himſelfe, and fince his death, 
many of ours have cleered him. There- 


fore the very foundation of this argu- 


ment ſhaketh : as for thoſe things which 
are built upon it , they likewiſe doe 
totrer every one ofthem. For, whoſo- 
ever (its in the Do&orall Chaire,is nor 
therefore to be preſunjfd to teach no- 
thing beſides the doQrine ſtamped 
with the Church marke, and as it were 
confirmed under their authenrical ſeal; 
Neither if more writers ſhould conſent 
inthe fame error, is the conſent of the 
whole Church preſently involyed. For 
by ſending forth their bookes abroad 
intothe world , they makethemto be 
of common Right, that any may buy 
chem, 
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them, but not of publike authority ; CHAP.12, 


All may read them, bur all oughtnor 
toapprove , and beleeve every thing in 
them. That the matter is thus, 'tig 
plaine fromhence; Becauſe , the wri- 
tings of particular Doftors which have 

lived in the fame Church , have not 

the fame agreement which is pre» 
tended, chiefely in theſe queſtions, 

which are in the controverſie : andif 
one Door let fall that, which may 
bend toward ſo me pernicious Herefie, 
it may eaſily be ſhewn , that the ſame 
was reproved and amended by ſome 
other. 

Therefore wich no colour of reaſon, 
are whole Churches convicted guilty 
of Herefie, and to be cur off from the 
Brotherly communion with others, for 
the errours of their private DoCtors , 
whether falſly or rruly obje&ed again 
them ; becauſe the common conſent of 
the whole Church doth not in the ſame 
appeare. 


Thoſe who would not have the F 


Churches themſelves, to beerent and 
torn aſunder, becauſe of the contro- 
verſes bandied betwixt Proteſtants, 
L-3---- -mey 
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Crap. 1t, they ſeem to be of this opinion , that 


Anſw, 


every one may be ſaved in his own Re- 
ligion, and that a promiſcuous multi- 
rude of erroneous people may bee re- 
ceived into the ſame Church Milicant, 
and Triumphant: bur this muſt not be 
granted. 

If we will peak with the Scriptures, 
thename of one Religion 1s to be firted 
and applyed not to difficult queſtions, 
but to the points of Chriſtian Faith ; 
preached to all , and received of all 
Chriſtian Churches throughout the 
whole world. They therefore em- 
brace the true and one only Religion , 
which believe thoſe things of God, of 
Chrift,of che Church, of all other mat- 
ters, and doe them, which are neceſſary 
to be known & done; to the attaining to 
Salvation. Wee conceive not there- 
fore, that every one may be faved in his 
own Religion , which he feignes to 
himſelfe 5 but believe that they may 
be faved in the Chriſtian Religion, 
and be received into'rhe ſame Church 
both Milicart, and Triumphant, who 
ſo farre forth agree in the Do- 


frrine of the Goſpell , as ic is rc- 
D quired 
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quired that the Faith of Chriſtians be Crar.12, 
ſaving to thoſe that beleeve , and thar x 
the worſhip which they yeeld unto 
God, be gratefull and accepted of him 
in Chriſt. Bur they who thinke that 
the perte&t conſenting of Churches, is 
neceſſary to their meering togerher in 
the Communion of one Church Mili- 
rant and Triumphant , can ſcarce free, 
and diſengage themſelyes from their 
error, who conceived the Catholique 
Church to reſide in one determinate 
party. They therefore, who in things 
either to be done or be beleeved,defend 
fuch points, with which the ſaving of 
Soules, and Spirituall worſhip of God 
cannot conſiſt , they are truly (aid, to 
have made a defe&ion from that which 
| is the alone ſaving Religion: but th 
who retaining all fundamentals of fair 
and Gods worſhip , differ from others, 
anderre in ſome conſequences, or Do- 
Erines of leſſe moment , profefſe no 
new or other Religion , þut are con- 
victed nor as yet to have attained, in 
that one onely Religion , to perfe& 
| knowledge, Forſachimperfc&ion of 
' Knowledge, God excludes none from 
L 4 the 
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Cx4p.r2. the Church Milicanr, neither ought we 
Ras 1 - 

We ought not to retaine brotherly 
Communion with thoſe, whomir is an 
heinous {in to admir to the Lords Sup- 
pertogerher with our ſelves: Bur it ſee- 
mes unlawtull for the L«therans inta- 
See the pref. King theLords Supper to communicate 
zorbe 608- with the Helvetian or French Churches. 
fe wg Mom Forthe holy Supper of the Lord, a- 
Pte moneſt other ends hath this uſe, that it 

ſhould bee the notre and badge of the 
Religion, which every one profcſſeth, 
For they who communicate with any 
Church, in the receiving of this Sacra- 
ment , by this deed doe publikely pro- 
(eſſe that rhey embrace the dodarine of 
the lame Church, and reje& the con. 
zrary, and ſeparate themſelves from 
others, We mult therefore in nocaſe 
ſport and play with the receiving of 
the Lords Supper, nor therin diffemble 
any thing from which our heart doth 
abhorre; and therefore wee cannot 
communicate with thoſe Churches, 
which embrace not our Confeſſion. 
Forby ſuch communicating,we ſhould 
jeem ro derogate from our Don. 
| an 
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and: ſncere Religion, and either to Pa» CHAP.L2+ 


tronize, or ſurely cloſely to favour the 
errors of ether Churches. Ir is more 
ſaferherefore to Imitate rhe Chriſtian 
Emperours, who when the Arians did 
requeſt ro be received into Communtſ= 
on with the Orthodoxe, they would 
not. grant itunto them , before they did 
approve the dodrine of the Orrho- 


doxe. 


We make noſtrife about that which 4nſpy; 


is affirmed in the firſt place. Burt as 
for che Afſumprion, namely , Thar ir is 
unlawfull ro admit any to the Lords 
Table, excepr them alone,who are rea- 
dy to ſubſcribe to the Confeſſion of 
one{& rhe ſame particular Church; this 
ſeemes to me, ought not to be defen- 
ded-For the Principall uſe of the Lords 
Supper is to recount the death,and Paſ- 
fion of Chriſt, which he ſuffered for the 
Salvation of men, and to receive eter- 
nall Life by the Partaking of his Fleſh 
and Blood ; Ir ſerveth alſo to witneſſe 
and confirme the L[nion which Chri- 
ſtians ought £o have berwixt thens- 


ſelves, and with Chriſt Jeſus their 1 Corn, 


head. Laſtly,we confeffe, that this Sa» 7: 


CT» 
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AUTZHont. 
Fauſtunm. 


Carnel1us. 


"CHAP, 12. crament(as alſo that other of Baprifine) 


is the note and wry of thar Religion 
which wee profe 


& For men canbe 
united togetber into no name of Religion, 
whether true or falſe , unleſſe they be 
vound together in ſome fellowſhip of ſignes 
and viſible Sacraments, But as Bap- 
tiſme 1s indeed the badge of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion we profeſſe, and not of 
the particular opinions and confeſſions 
which we embrace before others: ſo al- 
ſo muſt we conclude of the Lords Sup- 
per; Fortothe mutuall Communion 
of all Chriſtians in the Euchariſt , ir is 
not required, that all who Communi- 
cate together, ſhonld agree in the ſame 
confeſſion , either the Engliſh, or the 
French,orthe Dutch;but that they agree 
jnone Profeſſion of the Chriſtian and 
Catholik Faith. Ler us leave theſe rigid 
and Tyrannicall domineerings to the 
Papiſts, who adjudge all to be ſ{epa- 
rated from their Communion, which 
would not Cweare unto the Confeſſion 
of Trext. The holy Fathers did not 
doe foe : but they kept the Lords peace 
with thoſe Churches which were of diffe- 
rent opingons from themſelves ; reraoving 
none 
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none from the right Communien,: be. CHAr.1 2. 
cauſe he refuſed to conſent to the pri» 
vate ſudgement of another particular 
Church; for chey acknowledged the 
Catholike Faith, received with an un- 
animous conſent of the Catholike 4: Ser* 
Church,to be the cert aine, aud ſole Rule of 181. 
Faith, by which Beleevers retaine the C a+ 
tholike Unsty. But let him who can 
fhew that Particular Churches ever n- 
ſurped this to themſelves, that they did 
cut off others from the Brotherly 
COR with themſclues, for di- 
veriitie of opinions 1n matters nor as 
yer pears 2 by the Judgemecnr of 4 aL 
the Catholike Church, on one (ide or 
orher. Uidor ndeedattempted to doe 
this, and after him Stephen, both Bi- r;þ.5. cap, 
ſhops of Rome. But itis plaineont of 23.c1ib.7. 
Euſebims,that this Separation was fuun- £4 4+ 
ded on noright, and theretore highly 
diſpleaſed the pious and Godly Fa- 
thers, 

Therefore farre be it from us, rhar 
inthe very Communion of the [Lords 
Supper, we ſhould as it were proclaime 
war againit all other Churches, which 
will not make our particular Confeſ- 

| fion 
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CHar-12. fion their owne, or will not forfake 
cheir own,that they may embrace ours. 
Ifwe conceive our Churches to be of 
the righrer and truer opinion than o= 
ther Churches in certaine Queſtions, 
nor as yet determined , wee have juſt 
cauſenot ro Communicate with them 
in their errors but thence have no cauſe 
at allnottro Communicate with them 
| in the Sacraments, Foraſmuch as no 
errour in which men may erre, preſer- 
| ving ftill the Faith whereby wee are 
| Chriſtians, gives us power to depart 
from other Churches , or ro abhorre 
Vid. Aus. from holy and brotherly Communion 
coma Jt, With them. Neicher doe thoſe Chri- 
i! Pelae./jþ.r. ſtians play with the Sacraments , and 
8 cap. 2-&-de jncurre the guilt of diſſembling, when 
(| peccat.Orige they celebrate one Lords Supper wich 
1162-623, them, whom they know to differ from 
| themfelves in ſome heads of Dodrine 
q | in divinity. For the Sacrament of the 
FuchariRt is not inſtituted of Chriſt ro 
| this end, that it ſhould be a note or to- 
ken of perfeft Knowledge in all which 
are fellow-partakers of the ſame:There- 
| | fore neither of perte& Agreement: 
which perfe& Agreement it 13 altoge- 
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fe& Knowledge of Chriſtians, They 
therefore who uſe this moderation to» 


'" wards other Churches, that they re- 
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je&rhem not from Communion with 
them; under pretence of difference in 
particular confefſions, even themſelves 
alſo enjoy the ſame benefit amongſt 0+ 


 thers. Neither in the mean time doe 


they derogate any thing from their 
owne confeſſion , or favor , and Patro- 
nize a ſtrange one ; but they doe not 
at all challenge ro themſelves the po- 
wer of dividing of Churches, or dif- 
ſolving of Brotherly Union berwixr 
Chriſtians, from that cauſe which nei- 
ther Chriſt northe Apoſtles, nor the 
Primitive Church would ever have 
approved. Laſtly, the Example ferch'd 
from the Arians, is altogether divers, 
and farre off from rhe matter in hand ; 
for we willingly grant , that Brother- 
ly Communion 1s to be denyed to 
them, not onely of ſome one particular 
Church, but even of all, who durſt de- 
nie the Ecernall divinity of Chriſt, For 
this is to overturnethe moſt ſolid foun- 
dation of Chriſtian Faith, and _ 
hs | Sal- 
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: ther impoſſibleto finde in the imper» Ci 
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CiH4r- 12. Salvation. Bur far differentis the Rea- | 


fon and nature of thoſe Controverfies 
which are diſputed of in che Prote- 
ſtanr Churches,and in which they dif- 
fer,and difagree amongſt themſelves ; 
For in none of theſe can any truly fay, 
F hat either the Foundation of mans 
ſalvation isoverthrown, or the Aurho- 
ritie of the Carholike Church contem- 
ned, or laſtly , that any particular 
Charch ever was for errors in ſuch 
points ſeparated , or to be ſeparated 
from the Brotherly Communion of all 
Chriſtians, by the eigen and po- 
wer of the Catholike Church. Bur 
this ſeems to have no doubr ar all in it, 
that one particular Church doth un- 
juftly cur off any other from her Com- 
munion , when for the ſame opinions, 
according to the ancient diſcipline of 
the Catholike Church, and rules Ca- 
tholikely eſtabliſhed, ſhe was not to be 
cut and caſt off from all other Chur- 
ches, 

Bur through the love of Peace, and 
defire of renewing concord betwixr 
moſt famous Churches, IT am carried 


much farther, than ar firſt [ propets: 
e 
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dedto my i?lfe. I will now turne my CHAP. 12, 


Speech to God himſelf ; whom T hum- 
bly befeech , that at laſt he would be 
pleaſed to binde up the differences of 
all the Proreftant Churches, and to 
make them up into one, and that he 
would ſhew unto all , That ir agrees 
with che nature of this One God, ro be 
worſhipped in Unity. Now I rake my 
farewell of my moſt deare Brethren of 
the forrain Churches, with the Exhor- 
ration of moſt holy Augeſtine, If you will 
live of the Holy Spirit , bold Gharity , love 
Verity, deſire Unity, that you may come to 
Eternity. To the God of heaven, who 
is the God of Peace, to Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, whois the Prince of Peaces 
tothe Holy Sprrir , who isthe Bond of 
Peace , be Glory , Honor , and 
Thankeſgiving , for ever, 
and ever, Amen, 
KK 
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